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The forces included in this book have 
been selected as examples of particular 
elitism because their size, role or organ¬ 
isation makes them of special interest, 
inevitably, there are elite forces which 
have been omitted and which some read¬ 
ers would have included, but space has 
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prevented coverage of such a vast 
subject in a totally comprehensive way. 

Also, in selected cases, there are de¬ 
scriptions which show how some of the 
■forces have had to deal with very special 
problems, or carried out routine military 
operations in an exemplary manner. 
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AUSTRALIA/NEW ZEALAND 

Special Air Services 


T he Australian SAS Regiment was 
formed in July 1957 as 1st SAS 
Company, ft was the first ever 
Australian special forces unit and 
was clearly based upon the lessons 
learned In the Malayan campaign, 
which was then winding down. In 
1960 the unit was transferred into 
the Royal Australian Regiment the 
regular infantry element of the 
Australian Army, On September 4. 
1964, the unit became independent 
again, was increased in size, and 
became the Australian Special Air 
Service Regiment, 

1 SAS Sq uad ron of th e reg ime nt 
deployed to Brunei in 1965 as part 
of the force countering Indonesian 
"confrontation", followed later by 
2 SAS Squadron which went to 
Borneo. At virtually the same time 
Australia became involved in the 
Vietnam War and the three SAS 
squadrons rotated through that 
country from 1966 to 1971, They 
established a considerable repu¬ 
tation for themselves in Vietnam, 
serving mostly in Phuoc Tuy pro¬ 
vince to the south-east of the 
capital, Saigon. 

The Australian SAS has not 
deployed operationally since the 
end of the Vietnam War (at least as 
far as public knowledge is con¬ 
cerned). But it is of considerable 
interest that, despite the very small 
size of the current Australian Army 
—they have only six regular batta¬ 
lions, for example—they still retain 
the SAS Regiment, 


Organisation 

At the height of the Vietnam and 
Confrontation campaigns the Aus¬ 
tralian SAS Regiment comprised: a 
headquarters; a Base Squadron; 1, 
2 and 3 SAS Squadrons; and 
elements of 151 Signal Squadron, 
Since the war there has been slight 
reduction with the disbandment of 
2 SAS Squadron, the rest remain. 

Selection and training 

Like the British SAS, the Australian 
SAS selects men from volunteers 
from other Army units; there is no 
recruiting direct from civilian life. 
Selection methods, too, are similar, 
but as there is no Australian marine 
corps there is a stronger emphasis 
on maritime activities. 

Uniform 

The Australian SAS Regiment per¬ 
sonnel wear standard Australian 
Army uniform. Rather than the 
famous slouch-hat however, they 
wear the equally famous sand- 
coloured beret and metal winged 
dagger badge of Britain's SAS, The 
wings, worn on the right sleeve, 
are also of the British SAS pattern. 

1st Ranger Squadron, 
New Zealand SAS 

The New Zealand Special Air Ser¬ 
vice Squadron was formed in 1954 
to join the British and Rhodesian 
SAS in Malaya. As in Rhodesia, the 
initial volunteers were taken straight 
from civilian life and 138 were 
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Above: Australian SAS trooper 
on a jungle operation. He is 
armed with an M16A1 rifle and 
carries a "commando" knife. 

accepted from a list of some SOO. 
With 40 regular officers and NCOs, 
these were trained in New Zealand 
from June until November 1955 
when the survivors were sent to 
Singapore to complete their para¬ 
chute and jungle training. They 
soon deployed onto operations 
and spent 17 months out of the 
next two years in the jungle, killing 
26 terrorists for the loss of just one 
of their own soldiers. 

The squadron returned to New 
Zealand in November 1957 to be 
disbanded, but was resuscitated in 
August 1958. A troop of 30 men 

Left: The Mew Zealand SAS has 
had jungle experience in Malaya, 
Borneo, Vietnam and Thailand, 
and still trains in Malaya. 


was sent to Korat in Thailand from 
May to September 1962 in support 
of SEATO. In 1963 the unit was 
redesignated 1st Ranger Squadron, 
New Zealand Special Air Service, 
and shortly afterwards the unit 
deployed to Borneo where it served, 
once again, alongside the British 
SAS. It also operated from time to 
time with the Britain r s SBS, 4 
Troop NZSAS served in Vietnam 
from November 1968 to February 
1971, where it served with the 
Australian SAS Squadron. 

The unit is now stationed near 
Auckland in New Zealand. It has 
five troops and an HQ, with a 
separate small training establish¬ 
ment. Its task is to support New 
Zealand defence forces in their 
operations and, like the SAS in the 
United Kingdom, it has a major 
commitment to counter-terrorist 
missions. The uniform is standard 
New Zealand army, but badges are 
similar to those of the British SAS. 
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CANADA 

Special Service Force 


C anada's Special Service Force is 
declared to NATO and is com¬ 
mitted to the defence of North 
Norway as part of the Canadian 
Combined Air/Sea Transportable 
Brigade (CAST). In Norway the 
CAST would operate in conjunction 
with other allied formations such as 
the British/Netherlands Amphibious 
Force, the USMC Marines Amphib¬ 
ious Force and the Norweigan Army. 
Within Canada the Special Service 
Force concentrates on operations 
in the far north, and produces 
special rescue teams to deal with 
civilian emergencies. 

The core of the Special Service 
Force is the Canadian Airborne 
Regiment, which is the elite unit of 
the Canadian armed forces. The 
airborne regiment can trace its 
origins back to the 1st Canadian 
Parachute Battalion, which was 
raised at Camp Shiloh in 1942 r and 
the 2nd Parachute Battalion which 
later became part of the combined 
US/Canadian 1st Special Service 
Force (from which the modern 
force takes its name, even though 
there is no US involvement). The 
Canadian parachute force was 
maintained at a low level following 
World War 11 up to 1968 when the 
Canadian Airborne Regiment was 
formed to be a light, independent 
infantry unit for deployment in 
fow-intensity operations. 

Organisation 

The Special Service Force is 
organised as a light brigade, al¬ 
though with only two infantry units 
its tactical viability is open to some 
question. Teeth arm units are an 
armoured regiment (8th Canadian 
Hussars), an infantry battalion (1st 
Battalion Royal Canadian Regiment) 
and the Canadian Airborne Regi¬ 
ment, Combat support comes from 
an airborne artillery regiment (2nd 
Royal Canadian Horse Artillery), an ► 

Right; The "SkyhawksT f reef all 
parachute team is formed from 
men of the Canadian Airborne 
Regiment. Here they move 
towards joining up with the 
team leader. 
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CANADA/SPECIAL SERVICE FORCE 



Above: Trainees for the Airborne 
Regiment are cheeked out by 
the jumpmastar. No. 1 Airborne 
Commando consists entirely of 
French-Canadians. 


Below: Gunners of 2nd Royal 
Canadian Horse Artillery bring 
their C-5 105mm pack-how into 
action. This is a local version of 
the Oto Melara Model 56, 




































































► engineer regiment and a signal 
squadron. Combat service support 
comes from the Airborne Service 
Commando {ie r logistic regiment}. 

The Canadian Airborne Regiment 
itself consists of three airborne 
commandos, which are equivalent 
to a company in size and organ¬ 
isation. 1st Airborne Commando is 
francophone (composed of French- 
Canadians}, 2nd Airborne Com¬ 
mando is anglophone (English- 
Canadians), and 3rd is mixed. 

Weapons and equipment 

Small arms used by the Canadian 
Airborne Regiment include the US 
Tvl 16A1. However, there are also 
two Canadian adaptations of British 
weapons. First is the 9mm Cl 
sub-machine gun which is based 
on the Sterling L2A1, but has a 
simpler magazine (holding 30 as 
opposed to 34 rounds) and utilises 
the FN FAL bayonet. The most 
common rifle is the C1A1 7.62mm r 
which is modified from the L1A1 

Below: Infantry soldier of the 
Special Service Force in winter 
gear. His rifle is the 7,62mm 
C1A1 version of the British SLR 
and is fitted for firing blanks. 


SLR to take a magazine charger 
and has a rotating disc rear sight. 

The Squad Automatic Weapon is 
the heavy-barrelled version of the 
FN FAL, designated the C2A1 in 
Canadian service. The C2A1 can 
be recognised by the absence of a 
cover over the gas cylinder and 
barrel and the fitting of a bipod. 

Uniform 

The parade uniform is the bottle- 
green service r dress with gold 
stripes for officers which is common 
to sea, land and air elements of 
the Canadian Armed Forces. Com¬ 
bat uniform is generally of US 
pattern (eg, heimets) butthe NC0s r 
badges of rank are British, One 
unusual feature with the airborne 
troops is that the parachute 
qualification badge is a pair of wings 
surmounted by a maple leaf; for 
those serving with the Canadian 
Airborne Regiment the maple leaf 
is white, but for all others it is 
red. All eligible troops wear the 
paratroopers'red beret. 

All members of the Special 
Service Force wear a patch with a 
winged sword and the motto 
JJ Osons" ( ,J We Dare") clearly derived 
from that worn by the British SAS. 















































FRANCE 


Foreign Legion 


N o elite unit is surrounded by a 
more romantic image than the 
French Foreign Legion, and none is 
the subject of more misinformation 
and myth. Formed to help conquer 
and control Algeria (and also to 
clear riff-raff from the streets of 
Paris) the Legion's early days were 
troubled not only by repeated wars 
against Arabs, but also by in¬ 
discipline and internal strife. 

In 1835 the Legion was ceded in 
its entirety to Spain to "honour" a 
promise of aid, in a shabby and 
cynical political manoeuvre; of 
5,000 despatched only 500 sur¬ 
vived. Meanwhile a new Legion 
was formed in December 1835; it 
fought in North Africa, the Crimea 
{1854-56), Italy (1859), Mexico 
(1863-67), the Franco-Prussian 
war (1870) and in numerous 
colonial campaigns. 

The Legion played a major role 
in both world wars, losing many 
men, but adding to its reputation. 
During World War I it iost 115 
officers and 5,172 legionnaires 
kiiled in action and the Regiment 
de Marche de la Legion Etrangere 
became the most decorated unit 
in the French Army, The Legion 
even had units fighting each other 
in World War II, especially in 
Syria. After the war, the Legion 
fought in Indo-China, operating 
with great distinction in an increas¬ 
ingly disastrous campaign against 
the Viet Minh. During this period 
the first Legion parachute units 
were formed: Bata/Hon Etranger 
de Parachutistes {BEP'), The war 
culminated in the epic battle of 
Dien Bien Phu, one of the Wests 
great military tragedies, where the 
14,000 men of the French garrison 
(including no fewer than seven 
Legion battalions) were eventually 
totally overwhelmed (they never 
surrendered) on May 8, 1954. 

No sooner was it out of Indo- 
China than the Legion found itself 
in another war, this time in Algeria. 
Six infantry regiments, two cavalry 
and two parachute regiments 
fought in Algeria, with four Sabah- 
erne companies, as always, operat¬ 
ing in their deep penetration role. 


Some Legion units took a few 
months off for the Anglo-French 
Suez campaign, but basically the 
Legion was involved in Algeria 
right up to the bitter end. Sadly, ler 
Regiment Et ranger de Parachu- 
tistes (1REP) became involved in 
the generals' coup in 1961 and was 
disbanded in disgrace as a result 

The departure from Algeria has 
not, however, proved to be the end 
for the Legion, as had once been 
forecast, and since 1963 if has 
been heavily involved in many 
African countries, including Chad, 
Somaliland, Zaire, Djibouti and 
Malagasy. Units of the Legion also 
serve in the Pacific and in Central 
America. 

Organisation 

The French Foreign Legion exists 
today as an all-arms force, weli 
equipped (with standard French 
Army weapons) and well organised 
to serve France, Its current organ¬ 
isation is based on regiments of 10 
companies, with the specialist 
companies (reconnaissance, mortar, 
light armour, etc) increasing at the 
expense of the infantry companies 
—a trend by no means confined to 
the Legion, nor indeed to the 
French Army. Current major units 
are: 

/ er Regim en t Et ranger. Located 
at Caserne Vienot in Aubagne, this 
regiment is responsible for the 
administration of the whole Legion. 

It also runs the band, a company 
administering a large training camp, 
and in wartime produces three 
companies to defend the IRBM 
missile sites on the Plateau d'Albion. 

2s r Regiment Et ranger din - 
fant he. a 1,500 strong infantry 
regiment based at Bonifacio, Cor¬ 
sica, its companies rotate through 
commando and other specialist 
schools and frequently serve on 
overseas detachments. ► 

Right: Paratrooper of the French 
Foreign Legion, one of the most 
famous of all elite units, which 
has fought in France's wars for 
154 years with much distinction. 
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Frank Spooner Pictures 


► 3e Regimen t E tranger din fan the , 

This regiment left Malagasy in 
1973 and moved to its present 
base in Kourou, French Guiana. 

4e Regiment Etranger. This regi¬ 
ment trains recruits and junior 
NCOs; it is located at Castelnaudary 
in France, 

Jar Regiment Etranger d'Cava- 
ierie . Stationed at Orange, this 
regiment is the armoured com¬ 
ponent of the French Army's 14th 
infantry Division. It consists of 
three armoured car squadrons and 
a lorried infantry company. It is 
also earmarked as one of the 
spearhead units of the French 
intervention force. 

2e Regiment Et ranger de Para- 
chutistes. Stationed at Corte in 
Corsica, this regiment comprises 


and HQ and four combat com¬ 
panies. It prides itself in its ability to 
mount an operation against any 
given point in the world within 24 
hours. One company is usually 
detached to 13DBLE . 

5e Regiment Mixte du Pacifique. 
Centred on Mururoa, the RMP has 
detachments at Tahiti and Arue. Its 
task is to provide security com¬ 
munications and a power station 
for the French nuclear test sites in 
the Pacific. (As itlncludes French 
Army elements the regiment is 
designated Mixte rather than 
Et ranger.) 

61 e Battaiiion Mixte du Genie de 
la Legion. This engineer battalion 
was formed to prepare training 
areas, and is currently working on 
an arid site known as Les Gausses 


Rescue at Kolwezi May t978 

Following the widespread disorders 
after the granting of independence 
in 1960 and the resulting United 
Nations intervention, General 
Mobutu became President of Zaire 
in 1965, He had to deal with a 
succession of outbreaks of trouble 
in the following years, especially in 
Shaba province, formerly Katanga, 
the breakaway province once under 


the leadership of Moise Tshombe. 

On May 13, 1973, a force of 
some 4,000 "Tigers^' of the Front 
National de Liberation du Congo 
(FNLC) swept into Kolwezi, cutting 
its lines of communication with the 
capital, and inflicting heavy casual ¬ 
ties on the Zairian army. There then 
followed an orgy of bloodshed and 
rape, and hundreds of Eruopean 
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in the Dordogne. The battalion 
comprises one Legion infantry 
company and one company of 
French Army engineers. 

Detachment Legion Etrangere 
de Mayotte. This detachment of 
two companies, commanded by a 
lieutenant-colonel is on the island 
of Mayotte in the Indian ocean. The 
island is a staging post on the route 
to Reunion and the 250-strong 
Legion unitguarantees its security. 

Uniform 

The Legion wears standard French 
Army uniforms, but with some 
special items to denote its status. 
The most famous item is the 
white-topped kepi {kepi b!anc) r 
which is actually a white cloth 
cover on a standard blue£ep/ (with 


men, women and children were 
murdered or kidnapped. On May 
14 President Ivlobutu formally re¬ 
quested heip from France, and to 
the credit of the French they 
responded both rapidly and effect¬ 
ively. 

The rescue operation 

On May 17 r 1978, at about 1000 
hours, 2nd Foreign Legion Para¬ 
chute Regiment (2 e REP) at its 
base at Calvi in Corsica was placed 
at 6 hours notice to move. Executive 
orders did not arrive until 0130 
hours the next morning and by 
0800 hours the regiment was at 
the Solenzara airbase ready to go. 
The first echelon left that afternoon 
on five chartered DC-8 aircraft 
belonging to French civil airlines, to 
be followed later by the balance of 
the unit together with the heavy 
weapons and vehicles, in USAF 
C-14 Is and C-5s. 

The DC-8s arrived at Kinshasa 
airfield that evening and the legion¬ 
naires were greeted with the news 
that they were to emplane almost 
atonce in fourC-130 Hercules and 

Left: Legionnaires of 2 e REP 
move through the scrub near 
Kolwezi looking for J Tiger^' or 
their unfortunate European 
victims. 


red top and gold badge and chin- 
strap}. The kepi btanc cover is not 
worn by sous officers and above. 
Parade dress is khaki battledress 
with a number of ceremonial add¬ 
itions including green shoulder- 
boards with red tassels, white belt 
and gaiters, blue waist sash, and 
white gauntlets. A green tie is worn 
and officers also wear a green 
waistcoat. Members of the pioneer 
platoon wear a^ white apron and 
carry a ceremonial axe; they are 
also permitted to grow a beard. 

Combat dress is the standard 
French camouflage suit usually 
with a beret Regiments on op¬ 
erations use a foulard, a strip of 
coloured cloth, to indicate com¬ 
panies. Foreign Legion parachutists 
wear the green beret. 


two C-160 Transall aircraft of the 
Zairian air force to fly some 1,240 
miles (2,000km} to Kolwezi, Their 
task was to carry out a "humani¬ 
tarian combat mission" to rescue 
all civilians, of whatever race or 
colour, trapped in and around 
Kolwezi. Little firm information 
could be given on the situation in 
Kolwezi. Few of the men had ever 
jumped from C-130s and all would 
have to use American T-1G para¬ 
chutes which they were not used 
to. The jump would be from an 
altitude of 650ft (200mJ. 

The men of 2 e REP worked 
through the night to get organised, 
and were then piled somewhat 
haphazardly into the aircraft. The 
situation was exacerbated when a 
C-160 blew a tyre on take-off and 
the legionnaires were taken out of 
that aircraft and told to push their 
way into the five remaining 
machines. With 80 paratroops 
stuffed into an aircraft designed to 
take 66. carrying strange para¬ 
chutes, after a long journey from 
Corsica and having had no sleep 
for 48 hours, plus a bumpy four- 
hour flight to the jump point, the 
situation seemed ripe for disaster. . 
However, due to the innate good 
sense of the legionnaires and their 
sound training, all went smoothly 
somehow. ► 
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FRANCE/FOREIGN LEGION 

► The drop, 2 e REP r s first op¬ 
erational jump since Dien Bien 
Phu r was successful even though 
the pilot dropped them directly 
onto the objective rather than the 
previously selected DZ some 1,100 
yards {1,000m) distant. The men 
had no heavy weapons, but even 
though there was no immediate 
response to their arrival they dug in 
rapidly. 1 e Cie occupied the Lycee 
John Paul XXIII, 2 B Cie the hospital 
and a workshop, and 3 e Cie the 
Hotel Impala and an overpass. 

The night passed with sporadic 


action and early the next morning 
the four C-13G$ and a lone C-160 
arrived overhead with further men 
from the regiment. The command¬ 
ing officer decided that the situation 
did not warrant the risk of a night 
jump and sent the aircraft off to 
nearby LubumbashL They returned 
at dawn and dropped the men and 
equipment successfully. During all 
this the legionnaires got on with 
the job of bringing order to the city, 
rescuing prisoners, and dealing 
(very firmly) with the so-called 
"Tigers" of the FNLC. 
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Above: When they jumped into 
Kolwezi, 2 e REP deployed 
quickly to restore order 2 e Cie 
occupied the hospital (A), 1 e Cie 


the Lycee John Paul XXIII (B} 
and 3 e Cie the Hotel Impale and 
a road overpass (CJ. The 
operation was a great success. 


By midday May 20 (two days 
after the first landing) the situation 
in Kinshasa was sufficiently under 
control for 4 e Cie to move out to 
Metal Shaba, a township some 
distance to the North, where they 
bumped a major enemy force 
which put in a counter-attack 
against 4 e Cie r using lorryborne 
infantry supported by two Soviet- 
built light tanks. They were given 
short shrift by the Legion. 

At first light on May 21 the 
majority of the regiments transport 
arrived from Lu bum bash i, followed 
in the course of the day by the 
remainder. Mobile at last the 
companies spent the next few days 
scouring the countryside, looking 
for rebels and their prisoners. 
Groups of Europeans were found, 
half-crazed with fear as a result of 
their harrowing experiences with 
the "Tigers". A targe group of rebets 
was totally eliminated on May 25. 
On May 28 2 e REP was ordered to 


hand over to incoming Belgian, 
Moroccan and Zairian troops and 
move to Lubumbashi In preparation 
for a return to Corsica in C-14 Is of 
the USAR 

In this brief operation 2 e REP 
was directly responsible for saving 
over 3,000 Europeans and many 
loyal Zairians. Some 300 FNLC 
"Tigers" were killed and 163 cap¬ 
tured, together with vast q u a ntities 
of arms and ammunition. Five 
legionnaires were killed in action 
and 25 wounded, all by small arms 
fire. 

The very rapid move from Corsica 
to Kinshasa was praiseworthy 
enough, but the way in which the 
legionnaires coped with the chaotic 
arrangements there and their flight 
to Kolwezi was quite exceptional. 
The unofficial Legion motto is 
"Demerdez vouS" which literally 
translated means "Muddfe 
through"; it certainly applied on 
this occasion. 


17 










FRANCE 


Paratroops 


T he French paratroops have prob¬ 
ably carried out more operational 
jumps than any other parachute 
corps in the world in their cam¬ 
paigns in Indochina, Suez (1956} 
and Algeria, with others since 
(e.g., Kolwezi}. They have also at 
times become heavily politicised 
and for a few days in 1960 the 
inhabitants of Paris seriously 
expected fes paras to drop on the 
capital to attempt to take over the 
government. 

The French parachute units were 
among the leading units in the 
French campaign in Indochina and 
carried out some 156 operational 
drops. They harried the Viet Mirth 
ruthlessly, but not without suffering 
heavy casualties themselves. This 
culminated in their jump into a 
small valley in the north-west corner 
of the country on November 21, 
1954, near a small village called 
Dien Bien Phu. Most parachute 
units were withdrawn and replaced 
by heavy infantry once the position 
had been secured, but when 
General Giap and the Viet Minh 
tightened the noose ies paras 
returned. Five battalions jumped 
into the cauldron between March 
13 and May 6, some on the day 
before the garrison fell The para¬ 
troops and the Foreign Legion bore 


the brunt of the battle and fought 
with extreme courage—it was just 
that they were fighting the wrong 
war in the wrong place. 

Following the Indochina ceasefire 
and the French withdrawal in 1955, 
the paratroop units went to Algeria, 
arriving just as the war there 
started. The paratroops had been 
staggered by their reverses in 
Indochina and by their experience 
in the Viet Minh prisoner-of-war 
camps, and they set-to to develop 
an entirely new code for what they 
saw as a crusade against the 
Communist-inspired guerrilla threat. 
They studied Mao Tse-tung r s writ¬ 
ings avidly and trained their officers 
and soldiers in new ways. 

10th Parachute Division took 
time off for a brief foray in the 
frustrating and short-lived Suez ► 

Bight: French Army "para" gets 
away fast from a Puma heli¬ 
copter. The French were early 
pioneers of heliborne assault. 

Below: Two generations of Viet¬ 
nam warriors—a French para 
colonel and Lt Gen Westmore¬ 
land, later US Gommander in 
Saigon, Note French red beret 
para cap-badge and para wings 
on right breast. 



IS 




Red beret 


Parachute regiment 
cap-badge 


Ammunition belt for 
squad machine gun 


Water 

bottle 


Model OF37 
hand 

grenade - 


7.5mm 
Model 
M1949/56 
rifle 


19 







FRANCE/PARATROOPS 

► campaign and then returned to 
Algeria, In January 1957 this 
division took over the city of 
Algiers which was virtually in the 
control of the FLN and inside two 
months they totally restored control. 
Their methods were seriously 
questioned, however, and there 
were many allegations of torture. 
The general frustrations of the 
French civilians and military in 
Algeria boiled over in May 1953 in 
an uprising which eventually led to 
the return of de Gaulle to the 
presidency. The paratroops, and in 
particular their General—Massu— 
were in the forefront of this affair. 
They were ail also involved in the 
attempted pursed In January 1960, 
which was very short-lived and 
ended in ignominious failure. 

After the Algerian war the para¬ 
troops returned to France, but the 
French have maintained a strong 
parachute capability, and have 
regularly used these excellent 
troops overseas in pursuit of French 
diplomatic policies. Units of what is 
now 11th Parachute Division have 
served in Zaire, Mauretania, Chad 
and the Lebanon, among others. 

One facet of the French parachute 
units is the enormous influence they 
have had on the French Army as a 
whole in the post-War years. This 
has been due in large measure 
to some very powerful characters 
such as General Jacques Massu 
and General Marcel Bigeard. The 
latter entered the Army as a private 
soldier, was captured as a sergeant 


in the Maginot Line in 1940 and 
then, escaped to join the Free 
French in England where he joined 
the paratroops. He was, without a 
doubt, one of the finest battalion 
commanders of his generation in 
any army, and his reputation was 
such that his return to Dien Bien 
Phu had an electrifying effect on 
the entire garrison. He went on to 
become a General, and arrived to 
inspect units by parachute, his arm 
at the salute as he landed in front of 
the honour guard. 

Organisation 

11th Parachute Division is based at 
Tarbes, although its units are some¬ 
what scattered. It is part of the 
French rapid-intervention force, 
together with 9th Marine Light 
Infantry Division, 27th Alpine 
Division, 6th Light Armoured 
Division and 4th Airmobile Division. 

11th Parachute Division comprises 
two brigades, with seven battalion¬ 
sized parachute units, one of which 
(1 e RPIMa} is under divisional 
control and has a para-commando/ 
special forces role. 

The other six units are: 3, 6 and 
8 RPIMa equivalent to the former 
"colonial" paratroop units); 1 and 

Below: French paras deploying 
from a Puma helicopter. The 
French have large intervention 
forces and have not hesitated to 
use them, particularly in Africa. 
The paras and the Foreign Legion 
have spearheaded such missions. 
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9 RCP (chasseurs or light infantry) 
and 2 REP {the Foreign Legion 
parachute unit). There are also two 
independent units: 2nd R PI Ma and 
13 RDP. 

Selection and training 

All French paratroops are volunteers 
and undergo the same sort of 
selection and training as other 
parachute forces. The standard of 
training is high and certain volun¬ 
teers can go on to join one of 
the para-commando units (eg, 
1 e RPIMa). 

Weapons and equipment 

For many years the French Army 
has been using the MAS 49/56 
7.5mm rifie r but they are now 
re-equipping with the revolutionary 
5.56mm FA MAS, with the para¬ 
chute units being among the first 
to receive it. The FA MAS. designed 
and produced by the St Etienne 
Arsenal, is of unusual appearance 
with a carrying-handle which covers 
almost the entire length of the 
weapon. With a r loaded magazine 
{25 rounds) the rifle weighs only 
S.9lb {4.02kg) and is just 29.Sin 
(757mm) long, all of which make it 
ideal for paratroopers who require 


Above: French Paras in Beirut 
in 1982. Their Ill-conceived 
mission was to end in tragedy, 
with many lives lost in a huge 
terrorist bomb explosion. 

a short, light but effective rifle. 

The sub-machine gun is still the 
MAT 9mm Model 49, a robust and 
reliable weapon with some unusual 
features. The magazine housing 
can pivot forward in front of the 
trigger to enable the magazine to 
lie along the underside of the 
barrel, offering obvious economies 
in space, again, something of great 
value to a paratrooper. The weapon 
is completely safe when the maga¬ 
zine is swung forward, but when 
the magazine is in the "read y-to-f ire" 
position a safety device in the pistol 
grip operates at ail times except 
when being actually held by the 
firer. 

Uniforms 

French paratroops wear standard 
French Army uniforms. Their para¬ 
chute status is indicated by their 
red beret (except for Foreign Legion 
paras who wear a green beret). 
Para wings are large and in silver, 
and are worn on the right breast 
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INDIA 


Parachute Regiment 


T he parachute units of the Indian 
Army are among the oldest air¬ 
borne units. The first Indian para¬ 
chute unit was authorised on May 
15, 1941, and by October 1941 
50th Indian Parachute Brigade had 
been formed, comprising 152nd 
Parachute Battalion (Indian), 151st 
Parachute Battalion {British) and 
153rd Parachute Battalion 
(Gurkha), 

In 1944 it was decided to form a 
division {44th Indian Parachute 
Division) and at the same time the 
formation of the Indian Parachute 
Regiment as a separate entity was 
authorised. The partition of the 
British Indian Empire in 1947 led 
to the split of the parachute units 
between India and the newly- 
created Pakistan. 50th Indian Para¬ 
chute Brigade was quickly involved 
in operations in Kashmir 1947-49, 
During the 1965 Indo-Pakistan 
operations a special independent 
force of commandos was raised 
and on July 1, 1966, the 9th 
Parachute Battalion was formed to 
take on the task, absorbing the 
smaller commando force in the 
process. A year later part of 9th 
Battalion was hived off to form 
10th Battalion, each with three 
company-sized sub-units designated 
"groups, in 1969 both units added 
the suffix "commando" to their 
titles, becoming 9th and 10th 
Commandos respectively. 

Organisation 

The Indian Army today has eight 
parachute battalions, organised into 
two independent brigades: 50th 
and 51st. Both brigades have 
para chute-trained units and sub¬ 
units of supporting arms and 
services—for example, artillery, 
engineers, signals. 9th and 10th 
Para Commandos are also still part 
of the Indian Army order of battle, 
operating, as all such special forces 
units do, in an independent role. 

Selection and training 

All Indian paratroops and para- 
commandos are volunteers; some 
enter the regiments direct from 
civil life, while others transfer in 


from Regular Army units. There is a 
probationary period of thirty days 
when the men undergo various 
physical and mental tests, during 
which many are weeded out Those 
who pass are sent to the Para¬ 
troopers Training School at Agra, 
where five jumps, including one at 
night, entitle the trainee to wear 
the coveted wings and the maroon 
beret Paracommandos undergo 
more specialised training to suit 
them for their role. 

Weapons and equipment 

Standard sub-machine gun of India's 
Army, incfuding the paratroops, is 
the locally-produced version Of the 
British L2A3 Sterling 9mm. There 
have been reports that the L34A1 
silenced version may be in service 
in small numbers with the para¬ 
commandos. The current rifle is 
again a locally-produced version of 
a foreign weapon. This is the 
Belgian FN 7.62mm FAL, which is 
made in India at Ishapore. The light 
machine-gun is the very popular 
and successful British L4A4, the 
7.62mm conversion of the old 
Q.303in Bren, 

Uniforms 

The maroon (red) beret has been 
the headgear of the Indian Para¬ 
chute Regiment since its inception 
on March 1, 1945. The capbadge 
at that time was identical with that 
of the British Parachute Regiment 
except that the word "INDIA" was 
inscribed at the base of the para¬ 
chute. This badge was retained 
through the early years of inde¬ 
pendence and was changed to the 
present design—a fully opened 
parachute on two symbolic wings 
with an upright bayonet—in 1950. 
The paracommandos wear the red 
beret but their capbadge is a 
winged dagger above a scroll, all 
bearing a more than passing resem¬ 
blance to the capbadge of the 
British SAS. 

Right: This Indian soldier wears 
the coveted cap badge of one of 
the oldest para units in any 
army, raised on May 15, 1941. 
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ISRAEL 


Paratroops 


O f all the world's elite para troop 
units none has seen so much or 
so frequent action as those of the 
Israeli Defence Forces (IDF}. 
Founded in 1948, during the War 
of Independence, the initial material 
assets were one dilapidated Curtiss 
C-46 Commando aircraft and 4,000 
second-hand parachutes which had 
been bought as scrap to make silk 
shirtsi The unit consisted of a 
mixture of Israeli veterans of the 
British Army and the Pelmach, 
graduates of a parachute course 
held in Czechoslovakia, Resistance 
veterans, ghetto survivors and a 
number of adventurers. 

Training was inadequate and as 
there were no reserve J chutes 
jumps periodicaify ended in tragedy. 
The units saw little action in the 
war and in 1949 a newcommander 
raised standards considerably. 
Meanwhile, in the early 1950s 
frequent infiltration by Arab terror¬ 
ists Jed to the formation of a small 
unit of high quality soldiers for 
reprisal operations. Named "the 
101st', this was very successful, 
but after a few years it was 
amalgamated with the Paratroop 
Unit, After some successful actions 
in 1954/55 the paratroopers were 
expanded to brigade strength and 


in 1955-56 some very effective 
reprisal operations were carried 
out. fn the 1956 war the Sinai 
campaign opened with a drop by a 
parachute battalion on the Mitla 
Pass, with the balance of the 
brigade being responsible for join¬ 
ing up with it by road, an operation 
which took just 28 hours to achieve. 

In the battles in and around the 
Mitla Pass the Israeli paratroops 
lost 38 dead and over 100 wound¬ 
ed, but the Egyptians lost over 
260. 

In a second operation a battalion 
was dropped at At-Tur, on the 
south-eastern shore of the GuJf of 
Suez, with the remainder of the 
brigade again responsible for reliev¬ 
ing its own isolated battalion. This 
done, the whole brigade then 
moved on to join 9th Infantry ► 

Right: Israeli paratroop on the 
Entebbe raid stands clear of a 
deliberate explosion. He carries 
a Soviet AK-47 rifle,, of which 
the Israelis have vast stocks. 

Below: More conventionally clad 
Israeli paratroops "somewhere 
in Lebanon". They are armed with 
the 5.56mm SAR Galil rifle, 
designed and produced in Israel. 
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ISRAEL/RARATRO0PS 

► Brigade in the capture of Sharnvel- 
Sheikh. 

After more years of reprisal raids 
the Paratroops played a leading 
role in the 1967 Six-Day War They 
were involved in operations at 
Gaza and on the Suez Canal, but 
their greatest moment came when 
they achieved the goal of every 
Israeli by recapturing the Old City 
of Jerusalem on June 7, 1967. 
This battle involved taking great 
care to ensure that there was no 
damage to the holiest shrines of 
three major religions, which in¬ 
evitably meant that the paratroops 
took more casualties than normal. 

After the war more raids were 
undertaken, including those against 
the PLO HQ in Jordan (March 21, 
1968, 250 enemy killed), the 
capture and return to Israel of a 
complete Soviet radar installation 
(December 23, 1969), the de¬ 
struction of Arab aircraft at Beirut 
airport (December 12, 1968) and 
the rescue of hostages in a hijacked 
Sabena aircraft at Lod Airport 
(May 12, 1972). 

In the Yom Ktppur war the 


paratroopers did not undertake 
any parachute operations, but were 
involved in some desperate fighting, 
first to hoid back the Egyptian 
attack and then to turn the tables 
by both containing enemy troops 
on the west bank of the canal and 
by crossing the canal itself into 
Egyptian home territory. 

In July 1976 the paratroops 
provided the men for the raid on 
Entebbe where they lost their 
commanding officer—Lieutenant 
Colonel "Yoni" Netanyahu, leading 
his men, as always, from the front. 
Since then the paratroops have 
been involved in more fighting, 
particularly in the Lebanon. 

Organisation 

There are five parachute brigades 
in the IDF. Two of these are 
normally at, or very near, full 
strength; one is well above 50 per 
cent; and two are at cadre strength. 
The IDE's very efficient call-out and 
training system ensures that units 
depending upon reservists for 
achieving war strength are rein¬ 
forced very quickly, indeed. 


Below; Paratroops are inherently 
flexible. These Israeli paras are 
disembarking from a tank- 
landing ship mounted in M113 
armoured personnel carriers on 
an operation in the Lebanon. 


Right; Israeli paratroops on 
parade; note the red berets and 
parachute wings on the left 
breast. The corporal nearest the 
camera carries an UZI 9mm SMG, 
widely used by parachute forces. 
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Selection and training 

All fit males in Israel must perform 
three years of military service, and 
all may volunteer for the parachute 
troops. Selection and training are 
rigorous, and emphasise practical 
military skills such as weapon 
training, demolitions, covert cross- 
border operations and field meds 
cine. The physical requirements 
are very tough. All must obviously 
qualify as parachutists and many 
then go on to specialise in HALO 
techniques. Night operations and 
helicopter assault are regularly 
practised, ► 

Right: Israeli paratrooper at the 
ready. He carries the 7,62mm 
ARM Galil assault rifle. This ver¬ 
sion has a carrying-handle, a 
bipod (folded under the barrel), 
and a folding stock. 
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ISRAEL/PARATROOPS 

► Weapons and equipment 

Like other units of the 3DF the 
paratroops use Israeli weapons 
and equipment wherever possible, 
but supplemented with either pur¬ 
chased items of Western origin or 
captured items (usually, but not 
always, of Eastern origin}. Para¬ 
chutes are American, but small 
arms are Israeli. For many years the 
Israeli paratroops have used the 
Uzi sub-machine gun, but this is 
now being replaced by the Galil 
SAP rifle, an Israeli-designed and 
produced 5.56mm weapon with a 
35-round magazine. An extremely 
robust and reliable weapon, the 
Galil incorporates the lessons 
learned in Israel's continuous con¬ 
flicts of the past 35 years. Its 
advantages to the paratroops, in 
comparison with the Uzi, are that it 
provides greater range, hitting 
power and penetration. 

Uniforms 

IDF paratroopers wear standard 
Israeli uniforms and helmets. The 
customary parachutist's red beret 


is worn when the glassfibre combat 
helmet is not required. The para¬ 
chutist's badge is in silver and is 
worn on the left breast above 
campaign medals. 

269 Counterterrorist 
Unit 

The existence of a special group 
within the IDF parachute troops 
has been reported from time to 
time. Designated 269 Counter¬ 
terrorist Unit this'is said to be the 
unit which provided the men for 
the raid on Entebbe. If these 
reports are correct it can be 
presumed that the unit is a specially 
trained and equipped group at a 
high state of readiness, and akin to 
West Germany's GSG 9 in function. 

Right: Israeli frogman on the 
shoreline arms his Galil assault 
rifle, resting the bipod on a rock 
to steady his aim. The Galil is 
modelled in some respects on the 
Soviet AK-47 series, but also 
incorporates the lessons of 50 
years of warfare in Israel. 


Operation Jonathan Entebbe Rescue 3/4 July 1976 


At 0900 hours June 27, 1976, Air 
France flight AF 139 left Tel Aviv 
airport en route for Paris. The 
A-300 Airbus aircraft staged 
through Athens and it was on the 
second leg of its flight when, at 
1210 hours, it was skyjacked by 
seven Palestinian terrorists led by a 
German called Boese, The pilot 
succeeded in pressing the "hijack 
button" as he turned for Benghazi, 
where, after a 614 hour delay, the 
plane was refuelled; it then flew on 
to the terrorists' destination— 
Entebbe in Uganda, which was 
under the erratic rule of "Field 
Marshal" Idi Amin Dada. 

Amin endeavoured to maintain a 
neutral posture, but covertly he 
supported the terrorists in their 
demands that unless Palestinian 
prisoners held in a number of 
countries were released the 
hostages would be shot at 1200 
hours on July 1. Ugandan troops 
were deployed at Entebbe airport, 
supposedly to "keep the peace", 
but they were in fact assisting in 


guarding the hostages. Amin even 
visited the hostages and after he 
had left the Israelis and Jews of 
other nationalities were segregated, 
although the entire Air France 
aircrew insisted on joining them. 

On the morning of July 1 the 
Isaelis, playing for time, announced 
that they were willing to consider 
the release of Palestinian prisoners. 
The hijackers, increasingly confi¬ 
dent of eventual success, respond¬ 
ed by extending their deadline by 
three days. They also released all 
the non-Jewish hostages, who were 
flown to Paris, where they were 
given detailed debriefing by French 
and Israeli intelligence. 

The Israeli planners had many 
problems. The first clearly was 
shortage of time: time to achieve 
something before the terrorists 
killed any of their hostages and 
time to set up a rescue attempt. 
The second was to find out just 
where the hostages were being 
held and under what conditions. 
Third, there was the problem of ► 
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getti ng a rescue force a 11 the way to 
Entebbe and back with the rescued 
hostages. Fourth, there was the 
problem of what to do with the 
non-Jewish hostages. 

Fortunately, the problems re- 


Above: A scene from the EMJ 
film "Operation Thunderbolt 1 ' 
showing the staff planners with a 
detailed model of the airfield at 
Entebbe. (No photographs of the 
rescue were released.) 
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ISRAEL/PARATROOPS 

► solved themselves one after 
another. The Kenya government 
agreed to the use of Nairobi 
airport and a coup in Sudan 
resulted in the closure of all but one 
of that country's air control radars. 
Intelligence on Entebbe Airport 
and the local situation began to be 
processed in, aided considerably 
by the debriefing of the released 
non-Jewish hostages. This also 
removed the problem of consulting 
foreign governments, except that 
of France who remained involved 
not only because it had been an Air 
France airliner that was hijacked in 
the first place, but also because the 
courageous crew insisted on stay¬ 
ing with the Jewish hostages. 


The Rescue 

Lieutenant-General Mordecai Gun 
Israeli chief-of--staff, considered that 
a raid on the airport was feasible 
and at 0730 hours on July 3 Prime 
Minister Rabin reviewed all the 
facts and then gave the political 
go-ahead for the operation. Later 
that morning a full-scale dress 
rehearsal was held in northern 
Israel. The force, commanded by 
Brigadier-General r Dan Shomron, 
aged 48, performed well in an 
attack on a dummy layout manned 
by Israeli troops, and all seemed to 
augur well for the real thing, which 
was scheduled for the next day. 
The dress rehearsal lasted just 55 
minutes from the time the aircraft 
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Above: Flight AF 139 [red) was 
hijacked on leaving Athens and 
taken via Benghazi to Entebbe. 
The rescuers flew in two groups 
(blue). Four 0-130s refuelled at 
Eilat and then flew down the Red 
Sea, along the Sudan-Ethiopia 
border and into Entebbe. The 
other group [two Boeing 707s) 
followed, one circling Entebbe 
as a command post, the other a 
medical aircraft going to Nairobi, 
The rescuers returned (green) 
via Nairobi to a heroes' welcome. 

Left: Another scene from the 
film, with Israeli paratroops 
relaxing in the hold of a C-130 
transport aircraft on the long, 
hazardous flight to Entebbe, 


landed to the time they took off 
again. The force to enter the 
airport terminal and rescue the hos¬ 
tages was to be led by Lieutenant- 
Cofone] Jonathan Netanyahu, 
known throughout the Israeli Army 
as "Yoni", Shomron, an experienced 
paratrooper, had led several pene¬ 
tration raids into Egypt, and had 
been commanding officer of the 
first infantry battalion to reach the 
Suez Canal in the 1967 Arab-israeli 
War. Netanyahu was nine years 
younger and had already been 
decorated for bravery, and was a 
very popular officer. 

At 1600 hours that afternoon 
(July 3), only two hours after the 
full Israeli cabinet had been made 
aware of the "go" decision, four ► 
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ISRAEL/PARATROOPS 



► C-130 Hercules aircraft of the 
Israeli Air Force took off for the 
long flight to Entebbe. The route 
took them down the middle of the 
Red Sea at high altitude inthe hope 
that Saudi Arabian radars would 
treat them as unscheduled civil 
flights. There was, in fact no 
response, so they were able to turn 
and fly down the Sudan-Ethiopia 
border and into Uganda. 

Two Boeing 707s were also 
involved, leaving two hours after 
the slower C-130s. One was a 
flying command-post fitted with 
special communications; it caught 
up with the four C-130s near 
Entebbe and remained in the area 
throughout the operation with 
Major Generals Benny Peled and 
Yekutiel Adam aboard. The other 
707, fitted out as an emergency 
hospital, went straight to Nairobi, 
arriving just before midnight; it 
then waited, its medical staff ready 
for any wounded from the operation 
across the border in Uganda. 

The four C-13Gs arrived at En¬ 
tebbe without incident and landed 
at precisely 0001 hours. The first 
aircraft landed close to the control- 
tower disgorging its paratroops in 
a Mercedes car and three Land 
Rovers while still moving. The men 
charged into the tower and suc¬ 
ceeded in preventing the controllers 
from switching off the landing 
lights; even so, emergency lights 
were deployed, just in case. These 
were not needed and the second 
and third aircraft taxied up to the 
terminal where the hostages were 
being held and discharged their 


Above: Israeli paratroops pour 
into the Entebbe airport building 
where the hostages are being 
held (a filmed reconstruction], 

paratroopers straight into action. 
The fourth C-130 joined the first 
near the control tower. 

The main Israeli squad brushed 
aside the slight and ineffective 
resistance from the Ugandan Army 
guards, killing some twenty in the 
process, and charged into the 
terminal building. The second group 
went off to destroy as many as 
possible of the Ugandan Air Force 
MiG-15, -17 and -21 jet fighters 
standing on the runway; this served 
both to prevent pursuit when the 
raiders took off again and also as a 
noisy and obvious diversion. 

The third group went to the peri¬ 
meter to cover the approach road 
since it was known that the 
Ugandan Army had a number of 
Soviet-built T-54 tanks and Czech 
GT-64 armoured personnel carriers 
some 20 miles (32km) away in the 
capital, Kampala. Had this force 
appeared it could have had a major 
effect as the Israelis had no heavy 
weapons; fortunately, nothing 
happened The fourth group was 
made up of 33 doctors who, being 
Israelis, were also well-trained 
soldiers and brought down covering 
fire from the area of the C-I30s. 

With Shomron in control in the 
tower and satisfied that the first 
phase had been successful it was 
now "Yoni JJ Netanyahu's turn to 
lead the crucial assault on the 
terminal building to rescue the 
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hostages. The terrorist leader, Wil- 
fried Boese, behaved with surpris¬ 
ing indecision, first aiming at the 
hostages and then changing his 
mind, going outside, loosing off a 
few rounds at the Israelis and then 
heading back for the lounge; as he 
returned he was shot and killed. 
His fellow German, GabrielleTiede' 
mann, was also killed outside the 
building. 

The Israeli soldiers rushed into 
the lounge where the hostages 
were being held, shouting at every¬ 
one to get down on the floor; in the 
confusion three of the hostages 
were shot by stray bullets, an 
almost inevitable consequence in 
such e situation. While some of the 
soldiers rushed upstairs to kill the 
two terrorists remaining there, the 
hostages were shepherded out to 
the waiting C-I30s. At this point 
"Yoni" Netanyahu emerged from 
the terminal to supervise the load¬ 
ing and was killed by one shot from 
a Ugandan solider In a nearby 
building, a sad loss. 

At 0045 hours the defensive 
outposts were called in as the first 
C-130 roared off into the night 
with its Joad of rescued hostages 
on their way to Nairobi, with the 
fourth and last leaving at 0054. 


The whole operation had taken just 
53 minutes, two minutes less than 
the rehearsal. 

The Israelis lost Colonel Netany¬ 
ahu killed and three men wounded. 
Three hostages were killed in the 
rescue, while a fourth, Mrs Dora 
Bloch, who had been taken off to a 
local hospital earlier, was murdered 
by the Ugandans in revenge for the 
raid. 

The whole operation was a 
brilliant success, mounted at short 
notice and in a most unexpected 
direction. It confirmed the Israeli 
reputation for quick and determined 
"ad hoc" actions, conducted with 
great dedication and skill. The 
Ugandans could not be described 
as substantial foes, but the terrorists 
had obviously been trained for 
their task. Interestingly, it later 
became known that Colonel Ulrich 
Wegener of GSG 9 was with the 
Israelis on the operation, possibly 
because of the known presence 
of the two Germans with the 
terrorists. 

Below: Israeli rescuer in the 
assault on the Entebbe airport 
building. He is armed with a 9mm 
UZI sub-machine gun, standard 
issue to all Israeli forces. 
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ITALY 


Alpine Troops 


T he major land threat to Italy 
comes from the North and North¬ 
east and virtually the whole of this 
strategically critical region is moun¬ 
tainous, For this reason the Italian 
Army has long maintained its units 
of crack mountain troops—the 
famous Alpini. There are five moun¬ 
tain brigades [brigafa aipina): 
Taurinese, Qrobica, Tridentia, 
Cadore and Julia. These serve in 
three army corps: III Corps (HQ 
at Milan) includes one mountain 
brigade; IV Corps (Bolzano) is 


responsible for the defence of the 
crucial Brenner Pass and has three 
mountain brigades, and V Corps 
(Vittorio Veneto) is responsible for 
the north-eastern border with 
Austria and Jugoslavia, and has 
one mountain brigade; finally, one 
Alpini battalion is permanently 
assigned to the Allied Command 
Europe Mobile Force (Land). 

Mountain brigades' major combat 
elements are one mountain infantry 
regiment of three or four Alpini 
battalions and an independent APC 







company, and an Afpini artillery 
regiment with three battalions of 
105mm pack-howitzers and one 
battalion of 155mm towed howit¬ 
zers. There are also a fortress 
battalion, a parachute-ski platoon, 
a carabinieri platoon, a signal 
company and an engineer company. 
Last, but by no means least, is the 
logistics regiment, whose basic 
means of transportation is mules. 
The Italian Army is due to 
decrease in size in the near future 
to reduce personnel costs and 


increase the amount of finance 
available for equipment. Although 
the number of brigades is due to 
reduce from 36 to 24 it is significant 
that there is to be no reduction in 
either the Alpine or parachute 
brigades, ► 

Below: Light machine gun team 
of an Alpini unit. Their weapon is 
the 7.62mm MG42/59 made in 
Italy by Bereita under licence 
from Rheinmetall. Note national 
flash on soldiers' left shoulder. 







































ITALY/ALPINE TROOPS 

► Selection and training 

The 2nd Alpine Regiment is respon¬ 
sible for basic training and there is 
also an Alpine warfare school. All 
soldiers in the mountain brigades 
must be trained in mountain war¬ 
fare, which requires a very high 
standard of fitness and deter¬ 
mination. The Italian Army as a 
whole has a major training problem, 
however, because it is made up of 
conscripts who serve only for 
twelve months, of which the first 
three are devoted to basic training. 
Add in specialist training and there 
is not much time left for service 
with a combat unit. 

Weapons and equipment 

Standard weapon of the Aipini 
soldier is currently the Beretta 
BM59 Mark Ital TA 7.62mm rifle 
(TA=Truppe Afpini), This weapon 


is an Italian development of the US 
Garand M 1 0.3Oin rifle. The basic 
rifle—the BM59 Mark Ital—weighs 
101b (4.6kg) and has an effective 
range of 666 yards (600m). The 
Mark Ital TA has a tubular metal 
folding butt, a pistol grip and a 

Right: Aipini soldier in a good 
firing position with his MILAN 
anti-tank missile. Note the snow 
shoe to the left of the tree; 
despite the legends these are of 
use only for short distances. 

Below: Italian Aipini being towed 
by a Norwegian Army oversnow 
vehicle on an Allred Mobile Force 
(Land) (AMF(L)) exercise in 
Norway. The AMF(L) is a vital 
NATO force under SAC EU Ft's 
direct command in peace and 
would be first to deploy in a crisis. 



















specfa I wi nter trigger to enable it to 
be fired when wearing gloves. 
Standard SMG is the 9mm Model 
38/49 Beretta, a sturdy and reliable 
weapon, although the design is a 
development of a weapon first 
produced in 1938. 

One item, designed for the Alpini 
artillery, which has become world 
famous, is the Oto Melara 105mm 
Model 56 pack-howitzer. This gun 
can be broken down into eleven 
sections for transportation by pack- 
mules. It has a range of 11,565 
yards (10,575m) and over 2,400 
have been sold to some 25 armies. 

Uniform 

The most instantly recognisable 
feature of Alpini dress is the 
famous grey-green felt mountain¬ 
eers' hat, with a black eagle feather 
and red pompom on the left-hand 
side. The cap badge is of black 
metal and depicts an eagle above a 
light-infantry bugle containing the 
regimental number. The eagle 
feather and pompom are also worn 
on the steel helmet, The Alpini 
collar-patch is green. In parade 
dress the officers wear the tra¬ 
ditional blue sash. 

There are various types of combat 
dress, varying from standard com¬ 
bat uniform to full mountain gear 
of white hooded overall and trousers 
with a white-covered steel helmet. 
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ITALY 


San Marco Marines 


T he Multinational peace-keeping 
force in the Lebanon from 1982 
to 1984 was not, in general terms, a 
great success, and certainly failed 
to fulfil its political aims. The 
individual military contingents did, 
however, conduct themselves well 
and one in particular that earned 
considerable praise was that from 
Italy, which was provided by the 
San Marco battalion of the Italian 
Marines, one of the elite units of 
the Italian Armed Forces. 

The San Marco battalion is the 
major com bat element of the 1,000 
strong Italian Marines, and its men 
are trained in the full range of 
marine duties, especially amphibi¬ 
ous warfare. They are also all 
parachute trained. Their mission is 
to provide an amphibious capability 
(albeit, in view of their size, a 
limited one) in support of the 
Italian and NATO fleets in the 
Mediterranean. 


Organisation 

The San Marco battalion is divided 
into three components: the Opera¬ 
tional Group of four companies, 
the Logistics Grou p and the Tra ini ng 
Group. Battalion sea transport is 
provided by two ex-USN Landing 
Ships Tank (LST), the Caorle {ex- 
USS York County^ and the Grado 
(ex-USS De Soto County). So 
important and successful is the 
battalion, however, that the Italian 
Navy is planning under the 1975 
Naval Law to build a new ship, a 
Landing Platform Dock (LPD) of 
7,667 tons, which wifi have a large 
flight-deck for helicopters as well 
as a tank/vehicle deck and roll-on/ 
roll-off facilities. Some doubts about 
the need for such a specialised and 
expensive ship have been removed 
by the San Marco deployment to 
Lebanon, and it will now be com¬ 
missioned by the end of 1967. 

Fighting vehicles of the battalion ► 































































































Above: San Marco marines 
going ashore in MTP 9733, an 
Italian-built landing-craft. The 
San Marco battalion is Italy's 
only marine unit. 


Below: San Marco marines 
storm ashore under the setting 
sun. Their weapons are the latest 
5.56mm Beretta SC70 assault 
rifles with tubular folding butts. 



BtGHf (SMM- UDAPJ 















































































































ITALY/SAN MARCO MARINES 



Above: A squad of San Marco Below: 81 mm mortar team leads 
marines ready for an operation, a beach landing from LCVPs. 
Note the unique camouflage The San Marco use few specia- 
colours on the combat uniforms, iised weapons (see text). 















































































► include the M113A1 armoured 
personnel carrier, 10 LVTP-7 am¬ 
phibious landing vehicles and 30 
VCC-1, an Italian-produced im¬ 
proved version of the M113, which 
it is replacing. 

Weapons and equipment 

The San Marco battalion uses the 
same weapons as other Italian 
units in the main, for example, 
7.62mm Beretta BM 59 Mark Ital 
(see Alpini entry). However, limited 
issues have been made of a new 
rifle, the 5.56mm AR70/223 

Beretta, This appears in two ver¬ 
sions: the standard with a solid 
butt, and the SC70 with a folding 
butt. This is a very neat and simple 
weapon, which is light and easy to 
handle. 

A short-barefled version is also 
being tested, ideal for use by 
special forces. All are slightly heavier 


than the M16A1, the standard by 
which all modern rifles are judged, 
but offer some improvements in 
reliability and ease of maintenance. 

Uniform 

San Marco marines wear the usual, 
and easily recognisable, Italian 
camouflage suit, and the steel 
helmet whose design has not 
changed in forty years. A black 
beret is worn and the San Marco 
lion badge, gold'on a red backing, 
is worn on the right sleeve cuff. 

In combat dress the San Marco 
marines dress as soldiers, but in 
parade order they wear naval 
uniform, with the embellishment of 
the San Marco lion badge, worn by 
officers on the left breast above the 
medal ribbons and by marines on 
the tunic shirt cuffs. This curious 
mixing of army and naval uniforms 
is unique. 






JORDAN 


Special Forces 


A company of paratroopers was 
raised in 1963 and, having 
quickfy proved its value, this has 
been expanded over the years until 
today there are three battalions of 
commando/paratroops, now retit¬ 
led the Jordanian Speciai Forces. 
These units have taken part in 
numerous operations in the various 
Middle East wars, and have also 
been heavily involved during peace¬ 
time in keeping control of their 
troubled country. They played a 
leading part in the operations to 
suppress and finally expel the 
Palestine Liberation Army (PLQ) 
commandos in 197Q-71 r and also 
retook the Inter-Continental Hotel 
in Amman in 1976, 

Such is the reputation of the 
Special Forces that in 1933 the US 
military authorities suggested that 
the force be expanded to two- 
brigade size and used to help cope 
with the security problems in the 
Persian Gulf, This somewhat naive 
proposal was very complimentary 
to the Jordanian Special Forces, 
but has fortunately been dropped, 
as its effect both internationally 
and domestically within Jordan 
would be catastrophic. 

Organisation 

The three commando/paratroop 
battalions are organised on stan¬ 
dard Jordanian Army lines with 
three companies, each of three 
platoons. Battalions are approxi¬ 
mately 500 strong. 

Selection and training 

Members of the Jordanian Special 
Forces are all volunteers. They 
must be Bedouins with personal 
tribal links to King Hussein, and a 
proven record of undoubted loyalty. 
Training is the toughest in an army 
noted for its high standards and all 
men are trained in parachute, 
guerrilla and sabotage techniques. 

Weapons and equipment 

The three Special Forces battalions 
are equipped as light infantry, with 
weapons such as Dragon anti-tank 
guided missiles, 106mm recoilless 
rifles, mortars and small arms 


(Ml6 rifle, M60 MG, etc). Land 
transport is based on the usual 
jeeps and trucks. Arr mobility is 
provided by the Royal Jordanian 
Air Force whose transport fleet 
includes: 15 Alouette III and two 
S-76 helicopters (with four more 
S-76 on order), three C-130 
Hercules, and four Casa C-212 
Aviocars. 

Uniform 

As with the rest of the army, the 
Jordanian Special Forces' uniform 
shows both British and United 
States' influence. US-style leaf- 
pattern camouflage suits are worn 
and most items of personal equip¬ 
ment are of US origin. Parachute 
wings are worn on the left breast 
and the major visible mark is the 
maroon beret, but worn with the 
standard national cap-badge. The 
Special Forces' badge is a white 
bayonet surrounded by symbolic 
yellow wings and surmounted by a 
Hashemite crown; this is backed by 
a maroon shield and worn on the 
right upper sleeve. 

Right and below: Members of 
Jordan's elite Special Forces 
formation, with MIG rifle and 
US-style combat dress. Jordan's 
Army is one of the best in the 
Middle East. Jordan Special 
Forces were proposed by the 
Pentagon as the basis for a "fire- 
brigade" force in the Middle East. 
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KOREA 

Special Forces 


T he forces of the Democratic 
Repu blic of Korea (North] invad¬ 
ed the Republic of Korea (South) 
(ROK) on June 25, 1950. The 
resulting war pulled in the Republic 
of China on the side of the North, 
and 16 nations (including the USA) 
on the ROK side. An armistice (not 
a peace treaty) was signed on July 
27, 1953, and an uneasy "peace" 
has continued since. 

Currently stationed in South 
Korea is the United States 8th 
Army, comprising 2nd Infantry 
Division, 19th Support Command, 
at least one wing of the USAF and 
numerous supporting units. The 
ROK Army comprises five corps, 
with one mechanised and 20 
infantry divisions, two armoured 
brigades and a host of minor units. 
It also includes seven Special Forces 
brigades. 


In contrast, the army of North 
Korea comprises eight corps, with 
two tank divisions, three motorised 
infantry divisions, 35 infantry divi¬ 
sions and the usual supporting 
elements. Included in these massive 
forces in the North are no fewer 
than 22 Special Forces (or com¬ 
mando) brigades. The North 
Koreans have built up sufficient 
forces in the central part of their 
territory to launch a deep and 
sudden attack, without help from 
either the USSR or PRC, which 
would threaten Seoul, only some 
28 miles (45km) south of the 
DMZ. Such an attack could be 
facilitated by the tunnels which 
have been dug from time to time. 
One (the third) was discovered on 
December 27, 1978, and was 
6.6ft (2m) square, quite large 
enough for small vehicles and light ► 







Above: All members of the South 
Korean Special Forces must 
reach black belt standard in Tae- 
Kwon-Do or a similar martial art; 
there is 4-5 hours practice daily. 


Below: Soldiers of a Special 
Forces unit coming ashore in an 
inflatable boat. Rifles are US 
M16A1 5.56mm, but its suc¬ 
cessor will be a Korean design. 



















KOREA/SPECIAL FORCES 

► guns. The Communist Special 
Forces brigades could use such 
tunnels or deploy by air or sea. 

The ROK has seven Special 
Forces brigades organised on the 
same lines as US Special Forces 
groups, with whom there is a close 
working relationship. The battalions 
of these brigades are often used in 
the Ranger role for the destruction 
of tactical targets. These ROK 
Special Forces units are capable of 
using either continuous guerrilla 
operations from bases within enemy 
territory, or carrying out single 
operations from bases within 
friendly territory. The usual allo¬ 
cation of the Special Forces is one 
battalion to each army corps. 

Selection and training 

Following the usual physical and 
psychological tests, the volunteer 
undergoes a hard training course 
which includes weapon handling 
skills to a very high standard and 
parachute training. All ROK Special 
Forces troops must also reach 
black belt standard in Tae-Kwon-Do 
or a similar martial art, and when 
not on operations some four to five 


hours a day are spent in practice of 
such arts. 

Weapons and equipment 

Standard sub mechine-gun in use 
by the Korean special forces is the 
US-supplied 0.45 M3A1, although 
this must be due for replacement 
by a more modern and effective 
weapon in the near future. The rifle 
of the South Korean Army is the 
M16A1, locally manufactured, and 
the squad macbine-gun is the 
7,62mm M60. The South Koreans 
are, however, taking steps to be¬ 
come more independent in the 
arms field—they have recently 
produced a prototype of their first 
ever tdnk design—and can there¬ 
fore be considered likely to produce 
their own small arms, also. 

Uniform 

Normal uniform is a camouflage 
combat suit. The Special Forced 
distinguishing mark is a black beret 
with the SF badge in silver. Weapons 
and personal equipment are all of 
US origin. Pocket patches are 
sometimes worn, with different 
badges for each SF brigade. 


Below: Special Forces troops on 
winter warfare training, firing 
M16A1 rifles from rests made 
from ski sticks. Korean winters 
are very severe, as the UN forces 
found out in 1950 to 1953. 


Right: Special Forces troops 
climb a rock face,, having come 
ashore from canoes, Weapon is 
9mm Mini UZI SMG. Israeli- 
designed for police and special 
forces, it weighs 5.91b (2.7kg). 
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RHODESIA 


Selous Scouts 


It is, perhaps, one of the signs of 
modern life that memories are 
short and that wars of five years 
ago become as much as part of 
history as World War IL Thus, the 
Rhodesian War which ended in 
1980 and those who took part in it 
are now all but forgotten by the 
world at large. Following Ian Smith's 
unilaterial declaration of indepen¬ 
dence (UDI) in November 1965 
there was sporadic guerrilla activity 
but in 1973 this developed into a 
major campaign, strengthened 
when the Portuguese were forced 
out of Mozambique in 1974, 

The war was expensive in lives 
on both sides. Inside Rhodesia 
some 3,244 people were killed in 
1976 (234 security forces, 1,904 
guerrillas, 66 white civilians and 
1,040 black civilians), and 3,067 
in 1977 (197 security forces, 
1,759 guerrillas, 56 white and 
1,055 black civilians). 

Spearheading the ground war 
was one of the more famous and 
successful special forces units of 
recent times—the Selous Scouts— 
who claimed more terrorists killed 
than the rest of the Rhodesian 
Army put together. This force 
originated in 1974 as the Tracker 
Combat Unit but was subsequently 
redesignated the Selous Scouts in 
memory of Frederick Selous, a 
friend of Cecil Rhodes, who helped 
in the opening up to white colon¬ 
isation much of what later became 
Rhodesia. 

The primary role of the Selous 
Scouts was in gaining intelligence 
through deep penetration patrois 
and tracking, but they did not avoid 
combat when the opportunity 
arose. 

Organisation 

The Selous Scouts numbered about 
700 at the height of the war, and 
were recruited from all races in the 
country. The commanding officer 
was Colonel Reid-Daiy, who had 
served with the Rhodesian SAS in 
Malaya, and all offficers were white, 
including a few from the UK and 
USA. The soldiers were initially 
mostly white, but as the war 


progressed blacks became the 
majority group. 

The Selous Scouts worked in 
"stlcksT of 4 or 5 men, who 
undertook self-contained opera¬ 
tions for protracted periods. They 
frequently disguised themselves as 
guerrilla groups, or even, in the 
case of the whites, as East German 
advisers to the ZIPRA and ZANLA 
forces. 

Selection and training 

Selection and training were tough, 
with great emphasis placed upon 
the ability to survive in small, 
isolated groups in the bush. Most 
officers and men came from the 
Rhodesian countryside and were 
therefore used to hunting and 
tracking wild game. With further 
training and experience they be¬ 
came masters at tracking guerrillas. 

All were qualified parachutists, 
using the American T10 parachute. 
Most drops were made from anti¬ 
quated, but still effective, DC-3 
Dakota aircraft from a height of 
500ft (152m), the low height 
minimising descent times (about 20 
seconds). Some men were trained 
in HALO techniques, although these 
were rarely utilised on operations. 

Weapons and equipment 

Although the Rhodesians managed 
to obtain arms and equipment 
despite the various trade em¬ 
bargoes, they frequently had to 
make do with less than the ideal 
and simply use whatever was 
available. Thus, the Selous Scoutd 
main weapon was the Fabrique 
National© FAL 7,62mm rifle, which 
was rather heavy and large for 
their requirements; the US M16 or 
the Soviet AK-47 would have been 
much more suitable, and, in fact, 
some of the latter were carried 
following their capture from guer¬ 
rillas. ► 

Right: Soldier of the elite Selous 
Scouts during a counter-terrorist 
operation. One of the toughest 
elite units of recent times, the 
Scouts were effective but often 
controversial. 
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RHODESIA/SELOUS SCOUTS/SAS 

► Uniform 

Selous Scouts were probably allow¬ 
ed more latitude in dress than any 
equivalent military group in any 
contemporary army. Officially the 
combat dress was the Rhodesian 
Army camouflaged uniform with 
the peaked, camouflaged hat, and 
attached neckflap. Brown leather 
boots and webbing anklets were 
also part of this outfit. In practice 
the men frequently wore only khaki 
shorts and track shoes, either with 
or without a khaki T-shirt and cap. 
The only equipment regularly car¬ 
ried was a rifle and a water-bottle 
on a sling. Obviously, such an outfit 
was used only for short-range 
operations of limited duration, and 
heavier clothing, rations and 
ammunition were held in rucksacks 
at a patrol base. 

In formal dress the Selous Scouts' 
distinguishing mark was a sand- 
colored beret, similar to that worn 
by the SAS, 

Other Rhodesian Special 
Forces 

To Rhodesia belongs the distinction 
of raising the first SAS unit outside 
the British Army, To help deal with 
the Malayan Emergency the British 
raised the Malayan Scouts (SAS) in 
1950, and the Rhodesians were 
asked to assist. This they readily 
agreed to do, and from some 
1,000 volunteers were selected 
enough suitable officers and men 
to form what became C Squadron 
of the Malayan Scouts (SAS). 

The squadron returned to Rho¬ 
desia where it continued as C 
Squadron, Rhodesian SAS. The unit 
went through a low period in the 
early 1960s. especially after the 
collapse of the short-lived Feder¬ 
ation of Rhodesia and Nyasaland 
in 1963, and at one point it was 
down to a few officers and some 
24 men. 

From 1964 C Squadron's role 
gradually expanded and its numbers 
increased. Portugal was fighting 
guerrilla wars in Angola and 
Mozambique at the time and 
periodically C Squadron joined in. 
Some men operated with the 
Portuguese Army in Angola in 
1967, and from 1970 to 1974 
there were regular operations in 


Mozambique to the east and north. 

Gradually, however, the guerrilla 
assault on Rhodesia itself began to 
build up and the squadron's role 
became more involved with its own 
national problems. During its op¬ 
erations C Squadron specialised in 
surprise attacks against guerrilla 
bases in Rhodesia, Zambia and 
Mozambique. Such raids were fre¬ 
quently mounted from the air, 
although canoes r and boats were 
sometimes used, besides approach¬ 
es on foot. 

By 1977 the size of the squadron 
had grown to about 250, and in 
1976 it was redesignated the Rho¬ 
desian Special Air Service Regi¬ 
ment. It was still in existence at the 
time of the handover of power to 
Robert Mugabe's government (of 
what is now called Zimbabwe). 

Selection and training 

Unlike other Special Forces units in 
Rhodesia the SAS remained all- 
white throughout. Its selection 
criteria remained very high at all 
times, even in the period of rapid 
expansion following UDI. The sel¬ 
ection course was rigorous in the 
extreme. The volunteers were 
greeted by a "sickener" period of 
36 to 48 hours continuous and 
strenuous activity in which they 
were allowed no sleep. This was 
followed immediately by a 20 mile 
(32km) endurance march carrying 
a rifle, ammunition and a 401b 
(18kg) pack. Not surprisingly this 
tended to weed out all but the most 
highly motivated. 

Training included canoeing. 
Scuba diving and parachuting, 
both static-line and free-fall. Forty 
per cent went on to qualify in 
HALO techniques, which were used 
frequently on operations, especially 
at night. The men who went 
through ail this were still not 
rj badged" to SAS until they had 
completed several live operations 
and had satisfied all concerned 
that they fully merited entry to 
such an exclusive unit. 

The other Special Forces unit 
was Gray's Scouts, a unique unit of 
some 200 men. They were horse- 
mounted infantry (a form of 
modern dragoons) who undertook 
patrols and tracking operations. 
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Aftermath 

The Selous Scouts and Rhodesian 
SAS were among the most effective 
units in the guerrilla wan They 
were therefore especially feared 
and loathed by the enemy and 
were made the objects of a virulent 
hate campaign in the world's Press, 
As a result, the great majority of 
whites in the two units left the 
country when Mugabe came to 
power, many of them reputedly 
moving to South Africa to continue 


their fight against the guerrillas 
from there. As to the biack mem¬ 
bers of the Selous Scouts, their fate 
is not clear. 

Below; Rhodesian SAS trooper 
calls in air support during a 
cross-border operation. The 
Rhodesian SAS was raised to 
help the British in Malaya in 
1950-53 and became one of 
the most effective units in 
Rhodesia's long, last war. 
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SOUTH AFRICA 


Reconnaissance Commandos 


As the military threat to the Republic 
of South Africa (RSA) has gathered 
strength over the past decade, the 
army of that country has had to 
gird itself for a lengthy campaign 
against a relentless, but by no 
means unbeatable, foe. Despite the 
recent accord with Mozambique 
the conflict will go on for years to 
come as the USSR, and their 
Cuban clients, fan the flames. The 
various external and internal op¬ 
erations have inevitably forced the 
South African Defence Forces to 
develop a number of special units, 
including the 32nd Battalion, which 
is composed almost entirely of 
disaffected Angolans, but the elite 
is undoubtedly the Reconnaissance 
Commando, popularly known as 
the "Recce Commandos" or just 
"Recced. (Commando Is, of course, 
an honourable title in South African 
history, having been used to desig¬ 
nate similar units in the Boer War 
against the British at the start of 
the Century.) 

The primary "Recce" mission is 
to operate deep inside enemy 
territory, gaining information and 
tracking enemy units. This is a 
similar task to that of the erstwhile 
Selous Scouts of the Rhodesian 
Army, and it could well be that a 
number of former members of that 
outfit have joined South Africa's 
"Recces". 

All "Recce" soldiers are trained 
parachutists, qualifying in both 
static and free-fall techniques, with 
many capable of HALO insertion. A 
number also receive training in 
seaborne operations, including 
underwater swimming. Tracking 
and survival in the bush are ob¬ 
viously essential, together with the 
usual special forces skills in using 
explosives, radios, enemy weapons, 
and in unarmed combat They also 
qualify as paramedics. 

Selection and training 

Selection courses for the Recce 
Commandos are of 42 weeks 
duration and are held twice a year. 
Unlike many other such courses 
they are open not only to volu nteers 
from the South African army, but 


from the navy and air force as well. 
The average age of those attending 
the course is 19, and only about 6 
to 10 per cent are ultimately 
successful. Medical and psycho¬ 
logical tests are necessary pre¬ 
liminaries to attending the selection 
course, as is the physical test 
which includes: covering 20 miles 
(32km.) in 6 hours, carrying full 
equipment FN FAL rifle and a 701b 
(32kg) sand-bay; various physical 
exercises (e.g. 40 push-ups) within 
a specified time, and timed runs; 
swimming free-style for 50 yards 
(46m). 

The selection course takes place 
in Zululand, and is carried out in an 
operational environment. The 
standards set are extremely tough, 
and great emphasis is placed on 
pushing the volunteers to the limit. 
One of the final tests, for example, 
is to make the men spend one or 
two nights alone in the bush, with 
just a rifle and some ammunition to 
protect themselves from wild 
animals. The result of atl this is to 
produce a very highly skilled, 
capable, and motivated soldier, 
who is thoroughly at home in the 
combat environment of today's 
southern Africa, either on his own 
or as a member of a group. 

Weapons and equipment 

Standard small-arms are used, 
such as the FN 7.62mm FAL rifle 
(sometimes with a folding stock) 
and the FN MAG light machine-gun. 
Many soldiers carry fighting knives. 

Uniform 

Recce commandos wear standard 
South African combat dress of 
sand-coloured jacket and slacks, 
with high-ankled boots and a floppy 
"jungle-hat". The usuaf heavy can¬ 
vas web equipment is also worn, in 
the field the soldiers, ail of whom 
are white, use black camouflage 
cream to disguise their race at a 
distance. 

Bight: South African elite 
“Recce" on a punitive mission 
leaves a burning village that has 
been a terrorist haven. 
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SOVIET UNION 


Airborne Forces 


A ccording to a Soviet Jj Dictionary 
of Basic Military Terms/' an 
Airborne Asasult {Vozdushryy 
Des$nt) comprises 'Troops airlifted 
to the enemy rear to conduct 
combat activities there. According 
to its scale, an airborne assault may 
be tactical operational or strategic. 
The assault may be effected either 
by parachute or from landed air¬ 
craft or by a combination of both," 
The first parachute unit in the 
world was a group of 12 Soviet 
soldiers who made their first 
appearance as a unit on August 2 P 
1930, Since then the Soviet Army 
has led the world in the develop¬ 
ment of parachute operations, and 
its parachute force has almost 
invariably been the largest in the 
world, as it is today. The Airborne 
Force is the elite of the Soviet 
Army, and all eight parachute divis¬ 
ions are stationed within the USSR 
in peace, thus constituting, in 
effect the High Command's 


strategic reserve. They are con¬ 
sidered to be politically very reliable 
and have always been the first 
elements in foreign deployments, 
eg, Czechoslovakia (1968), 
Afghanistan (1979). A clear effort 
is made to promote an elitist spirit, 
with distinctive uniforms and in¬ 
signia, special weapons, and a 
hard, exciting training programme. 
This is a most important element 
of the Soviet armed forces; indeed, 
there are suggestions that the Ain 
borne Force could be designated a 
sixth independent Armed Service 
(alongside the Army, Navy, Air 
Force, National Air Defence Force, 
and the Strategic Rocket Forces). ► 

Right: A mass drop of Soviet 
paratroops. The Soviet Army 
was the great pioneer of 
airborne operations and today 
has the largest parachute force 
in the world with no less than 
8 divisions at full strength. 


Below: Soviet paratrooper in his 
jumping gear The D-1 parachute 
on his back is limited to a 
minimum height of 492ft (150m) 
and a speed of 189 knots. 


Right: Soviet paratroopers man 
a twin 23mm ZU-23 anti-aircraft 
weapon. There are 6 weapons 
per battery and one battery in 
each parachute regiment. 



54 





































































SOVIET UN!ON/A[R BORNE FORCES 

► Organisation 

The Airborne Force is an arm of 
service of the Army, but is indepen¬ 
dent of the Army chain-of- 
command and is directly controlled 
by a general at the Ministry of 
Defence. The divisions of the Air¬ 
borne Force are all maintained at 
Category One in peacetime, ie, 
they are fully manned and equipped, 
and have the first choice of con¬ 
script intakes. There are eight 
airborne divisions, one of which is 
responsible for training at the 
airborne forces depot at Tula- 
Ryazan. 

The divisions are concentrated 
in Military Districts at the Western 


end of the USSR: 

Military District Divisions 
Leningrad 1 

Baltic 2 

Byelorussia 1 

Moscow 1 

Odessa 1 

Trans-Caucasus 1 

Turkestan 1 


There is also an independent 
parachute regiment at Neurippen 
in East Germany. These airborne 
divisions have a peacetime strength 
of some 7,200 men and are fully 
motorised, with some 1,500 
vehicles each. The Soviets regu¬ 
larly practice parachute drops on a 
divisional scale. 

Known formations are 103rd 
Guards Airborne Division which 
took Prague airport in 1968, and 
105th Guards Airborne Division 
which took Kabul airport in Decem¬ 
ber 1979 (together with elements 
from 103rd and 104th Guards 
Airborne Divisions). 



Below: BMD airborne combat 
vehicle on parade. There are 330 
in each airborne division. 
Infantry versions are armed with 
a 73mm gun. Sagger ATGW and 
► a coaxial 7.62mm machine-gun. 






























Above: The BMD is designed to 
be dropped by parachute and 
provides mobile firepower for 
Soviet parachute units. It Is 
a well-designed and very 
capable fighting vehicle. 


Below: Soviet paratroops and 
aircrew pose for a formal 
camera shot in front of an 
Ilyushin 11-76 ("Candid") aircraft. 
Note the blue berets and reserve 
parachutes worn on the chest. 
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► Airlift for the airborne force is 
provided by the Military Transport 
Aviation—Voyen no-Tra nsportnaya 
Aviatsiya (VTA)—which is opera¬ 
tionally subordinate to the Soviet 
General Staff. The VTA has a fleet 
of some 1,700 aircraft including 
Ilyushin 11-76 (Candid), Antonov 
An-12 (Cub) and Antonov An-22 
(Cock), all of which can be used in 
the parachute role. Some 200 
An-12 sorties are needed to drop 
one airborne regiment but this is 
well within Soviet capabilities, and 
on Exercise Dvina in 1970 a 
complete division was airdropped 
in just 22 minutes—B r 000 men 
and 160 combat vehicles—having 
been flown over 620 miles 
(1,000km) to the drop-zone. 

Weapons and equipment 

The Soviet Airborne Force is so 
large that it is well worthwhile 
developing a series of special 
weapons and vehicles for it, Basic 
weapon is the AKS-74 5,45mm 
automatic rifle with a folding stock. 
Snipers use the standard-issue 
SVD Dragunov 7.62mm semi¬ 
automatic rifle, which, with its 
telescopic sight is accurate out to 
1,093 yards (1,000m). 

First seen in a Moscow parade in 


November 1973, the Boyevaya 
Machini Desnainya (BMD) was 
developed specifically for the air¬ 
borne role. Though the An-12 and 
An-22 can both carry the BMP, it 
was thought that the same capa¬ 
bility could be built into a smaller 
and lighter vehicle which could be 
dropped by parachute. The BMD 
had a crew of three and carries six 
paratroopers in open seats in the 
rear. It has a turret mounting a 
73mm smooth-bbre gun and a 
Sagger ATGW launcher, together 
with a 7.62mm PKT coaxial MG, It 
is also amphibious with water-jet 
propulsion. ► 

Right: Soviet paratroops deploy 
from their BMD, Note the leather 
helmets, one-piece suits and 
7.62mm AKM assault rifles. A 
total of 7 men can be carried, 
including driver and commander. 

Below: ASU-85 air-portable self- 
propelled anti-tank guns moving 
off from their Antonov An- 12s, 
The excellent ASU-85 was first 
seen in 1962 and there is a 
battalion of 32 with each air¬ 
borne division. Weapons are one 
85mm anti-tank gun, one 7.62mm 
MG and one 12.7mm AAMG. 







59 












SOVIET UNION/AIRBORNE FORCES 



Above: A slick of Soviet 
paratroops during a winter 
exercise. These elite men are 
well-trained and enthusiastic, 
but suffer from the problems of 
a conscript army. 

► Another formidable vehicle is 
the Avtadesantnaya Samakhodnaia 
Ustanovka (Airborne Self-Propelled 
Vehicle), ASU-85, first seen in 
1962 and in widespread use with 
Soviet and other Warsaw Pact 
airborne units ever since. The 
85mm gun has a 12 degree 
traverse and fires four rounds per 
minute. The fighting-compartment 
is NBC-proofed and a variety of 
night-fighting aids are fitted. The 
vehicle can be dropped by para¬ 
chute, but is not amphibious. 

Uniforms 

The red beret is the almost universal 
badge of the paratrooper—except 
in the Soviet Army, where the 
colour of the beret is light blue, as 
are the shoulder-boards and collar 
tabs. There is a special para¬ 
trooper's cloth sleeve badge worn 
on both parade and field uniforms. 
All parachute divisions are "Guardi 
units and thus ali men wear both 
the enamelled Guards badge and 
the enamelled parachute qualifi¬ 
cation badge. 


Above right: Paratrooper (note 
badge on right sleeve) carrying 
5.45mm AKS-74 assault rifle. 
The working parts of the rifle 
can be seen, especially the 
muzzle brake and leaf backsight. 

Right: A political officer 
explains the latest issue of 
Pravda to an apparently happy 
group of paratroopers. Note the 
blue beret and shoulder boards 
and striped shirts. 

Normal combat gear is a camou¬ 
flaged coverall although heavy 
lined jackets and trousers are worn 
in cold weather. A simple khaki 
cloth helmet is worn while jumping 
and on the ground, although the 
blue beret is also frequently worn 
on exercises; steel helmets do not 
seem to be used at all The 
parachutists' badge is a stylised 
parachute with an aircraft each 
side; this is worn on the collar tabs, 
and is also used on all airborne 
forces' vehicles. 

The main parachute is the D-1 
model, which is limited to a maxi¬ 
mum aircraft speed of 189 knots 
and a minimum height of 492 feet 
(150m), Static line deployment is 
used, although a ripcord is also 
fitted. A reserve parachute is car¬ 
ried on the chest. 
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SOVIET UNION 


Naval Infantry 


T he first Russian marines were 
raised by Peter the Great on 
November 16, 1705, and fought in 
many actions until they were 
disbanded following Napoleon's 
exile to St. Helena in 1815. Tempor¬ 
ary marine units were raised during 
the Crimean War (1853-56), the 
Russo-Japanese War (1904-05) 
and the Civil War (1917-22). A 
permanent body was not re-estab¬ 
lished until October 18, 1941, 
since when, apart from a low 
period between 1946 and 1964, 
the naval infantry has become an 
accepted and integral part of the 
Soviet armed forces, and a growing 
threat to the West and the Third 
World. 

Described in Russian as "mor- 
skaya pekhota" (literally: "navy 
infantry"), there are now some 
17,500 officers and men in the 
force, organised into one 8,000 
strong brigade based near Vladi¬ 
vostok with the Pacific Fleet, and 
one regiment each with the North¬ 
ern, Baltic and Black Sea Fleets. 
The Soviet Naval Infantry is graded 
as a "guards" unit, and great 
emphasis is placed on the elite 
status this confers, to which the 
special uniform and accoutrements 
add. Like many elite forces the 


Soviet Naval Infantry has its own 
battlecry: "Polundra", meaning 
"Watch out below". 

Organisation 

Naval Infantry regiments comprise 
three motor-rifle battalions (BTR- 
6GPB APCs), a tank battalion 
(PT-76) an air-defence battalion 
(ZSU-23-4 and M8 Gecko), a 
multiple rocket-launcher company, 
and supporting engineer, signals 
and logistics units. The basic am¬ 
phibious assault unit is the battalion 
group, and a likely composition 
was described in a recent Soviet 
journal: "A motorised infantry bat¬ 
talion detailed to operate as advan¬ 
ced detachment was reinforced 
with an artillery battery, an ATG1V1 
battery, AA, frogman and engineer 
platoons. It also included recon¬ 
naissance and obstacle-clearing 
parties, road-building teams, com- ► 

Right: Naval Infantry officer 
storming ashore. He carries a 
folding-stock 7.62mm ARMS 
assault rifle. 

Below: Soviet Naval Infantry 
PT-76 Model 2 being unloaded 
from an Aist class air-cushion 
vehicle on a training exercise. 
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► munications facilities, transport 
vehicles, and landing craft to 
perform transportation missions. 
The advanced detachment was to 
be supported by aviation, tactical 
airborne troops, support ships and 
minesweepers" 

Selection and training 

While some members of the Soviet 
Naval Infantry may be volunteers, 
most are conscripts, although, as 
befits its elite status, it is allocated 
high quality men. Units and indivi¬ 
duals are highly trained in amphi¬ 
bious operations and land warfare, 
and, like all marines, must also 
know something about life on 
board ship as well. A very high 
standard of physical training is set 
with particular emphasis on close- 
combat, especially unarmed self- 
defence. 

Weapons and equipment 

In the platoon the officer, NCOs 
and most marines are armed with 

Below: Soviet Naval Infantry 
undergo very rigorous training 
and are expected to be equally 
at home on the land and at see¬ 


the AKM assault rifle, while the 
AFC driver has the AKMS folding- 
stock version. Each squad also has 
an RPK machine-gun and an 
RPG7V anti-tank rocket launcher. 
Sniper teams are armed with the 
very effective SVD 7'62 mm 
Dragunov sniper rifle. 

Standard ARC is the BTR-6GPB, 
a well proven, 8-wheeled amphi¬ 
bious vehicle. This may well be 
replaced in the future by the new 
BTR-70, which is basically a 
product-improved BTR-60PB. The 
BMP tracked ARC is also known to 
be in service with the Soviet Naval 
Infantry. Standard amphibious tank 
is the PT-76; the current version is 
the PT-76 Model 2 which has 
minor modifications to the main 
gun, but it would seem that a 
replacement for this very old vehicle 
must be due soon. The main 
advantage of the BTR-6GPB and 
the PT-76 is that they enable the 
leading elements of an assault 
landing to enter the water off the 
beach and swim ashore, which 
may be an invaluable ability in 
certain situations. T-54/55 main 
battle tanks serve with the Soviet 
Naval Infantry; they are notamphi- 
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bious and would land in the second Above; Polnocny class LSTs of 
wave from landing-craft direct over the Soviet Wavy unloading BTR 

the beaches. 60PB APCs and a PT-76 

The BM-21 rocket launcher is reconnaissance tank, 
used for artillery support. The 

ZSU-23-4 AA gun and SA-8 Gecko Below: Black uniform, striped 
are both used for air defence; both T-shirt and anchor device on 
vehicles are amphibious. Surpris- helmet and sleeve clearly identify 

ingly, little emphasis seems to have ► the Soviet Naval Infantry. 
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Above: Beach master (with flags) 
controlling a landing. In an 
amphibious landing the SISfl 
always leave their vehicles at 
the waters-edge, rendering them 
very vulnerable. 

► been put on helicopters until rela¬ 
tively recently, although some JVlil 
Mi-8 Hips are now being deployed 
for use in "vertical assault' type 
operations. 

Uniform 

The uniform of the Soviet Naval 
Infantry is a combination of army 
and navy items, with a few unique 
embellishments of their own. 
Combat dress is a black suit, with 
calf-length black leather boots. A 
black leather belt is also worn, with 
the appropriate fleet badge on the 
buckle. A horizontally striped blue 
and white tee-shirt is standard with 
all forms of dress. The usual range 
of Soviet metal award brooches is 
worn, with alt officers and men 
wearing the "Guards" badge. A 
round cloth badge with an embroid¬ 
ered anchor is worn on the left 
sleeve just above the elbow. 

Various items of headgear are 
worn. In assault operations a black 
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steel helmet is worn with a large 
five-pointed red star on the front, 
and a stencilled anchor inside a 
broken anchor on the left. On 
other occasions a soft black beret 
is worn with a small anchor badge 
above the left ear; the main badge 
is a large enamelled naval badge for 
officers and a smalt red star for 
NCOs and marines. 

Amphibious shipping 

The Soviet Naval infantry would be 
of limited value without speciaf-role 
shipping, and a whole range of 
purpose-built craft has been dev¬ 
eloped. Largest of these is the Ivan 
Rogov class of 14,000-ton Landing 
Platform Dock (LPD), of which 
two are now in service. Capable of 
carrying a complete battalion group 
with all its vehicles and supporting 
arms, the Rogov is a significant 
addition to the Soviet global capa¬ 
bility. Next are some 14 Ropucha 
class and 16 Alligator class Landing 
Ship Tanks (LSTJ, both of some 


4,500 tons displacement and there 
is an ever-increasing number of 
smaller vessels. Particular invest¬ 
ment has been made in the area of 
air-cushion vehicles (ACV) with the 
Aist class unique in the world's 
amphibious forces. 

Although not specifically design¬ 
ed for the purpose it is clear that 
carriers of the Kiev and Moskva 
class cou Id also be used to tra hsport 
naval infantry units, and that their 
flight-decks woifld be particularly 
valuable for heli-borne landings. 

Below: A riverine operation by 
SNL This force is regarded as 
one of the Soviet elites and has 
"guards status, which is not 
granted lightly. Their training 
programme is arduous and keeps 
them at a high pitch, vital for 
troops which could be used at 
short notice anywhere in the 
world. They have provided a new 
and very significant dimension 
to Soviet military power. 
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Spetsnaz 


S petsnaz units are an outcome 
of the Soviet experiences rn 
World War II, and appear to have 
started in the early 1950s, although 
it is only very recently that their 
existence has become public know¬ 
ledge in the West. Spetsnaz are the 
special forces of the GRU, the 
Soviet Military Intelligence organ¬ 
isation; they are also known as 
"diversionary troops" and their 
units as "diversionary brigades". 
Spetsnaz war tasks ere believed to 
include murder of enemy political 
and military leaders; attacks on 
enemy nuclear bases and command 
centres; and general attacks on 
military and civil targets {eg, power 
supplies) intended to create panic 
and disruption. In peace Spetsnaz 
forces number some 27,000 to 
30,000, making them by far the 
largest special forces group in the 
world, and serve both the Soviet 
Army and Navy. 

Organisation 

It is estimated that in war the 
Soviets will have one independent 
Spetsnaz company per Army (total 
41), one Spetsnaz brigade per 
Front {total 16), one Spetsnaz 
brigade per Fleet {total 4), one 
Spetsnaz regiment per Comman- 
der-in-Chief of Central Direction 
(equivalent to a Western "theatre 
of operations") (total 3), plus one 
Spetsnaz intelligence unit per Front 
and Fleet (total 20). An independent 
Spetsnaz company consists of 9 
officers, 11 warrant officers and 
95 men, a much higher proportion 


of officers and warrant officers 
than in ordinary "line" units. These 
normally operate in up to 15 
separate groups, but can come 
together into fewer groups {or 
even one unit) for specific actions. 

A Spetsnaz brigade has an HQ, 
an anti-VIP company (70 to 80 
strong), 3 or 4 battalions, a signal 
company and supporting units. 
The brigade, 1,000 to 1,300 strong, 
can split up into some 135 groups. 
The anti-VIP company is trained to 
find, identify and kill enemy political 
and military leaders, and is com¬ 
posed exclusively of regular troops 
fie, there are no conscripts in this 
sub-unit). 

The naval Spetsnaz brigade has 
an anti-VIP company, group of 
midget submarines, 2 or 3 bat¬ 
talions of combat swimmers, a 
parachute battalion and supporting 
units. The Spetsnaz regiments are 
some 700 to 800 strong, are split 
into 6 or 7 "sabotage" companies, 
and are manned exclusively by 
professional athletes; indeed, it has 
even been suggested that the bulk 
of the modern Soviet Olympic 
teams have come from these units> 

Right: Spetsnaz soldier with 
SA-7 Grail missile launcher. His 
war tasks would take him deep 
into NATO rear areas. 

Below: One of the essentials for 
Spetsnaz soldiers is a very high 
standard of physical fitness, 
even up to Olympic standard if 
possible. 
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► Selection and training 

For conscript soldiers, who make 
up the bufk of Spetsnaz units in 
peace, the selection process starts 
well before thev join the Army, 
through the aegis of the DOSAAF 
system of preliminary military train¬ 
ing and political assessment On 
call-up the conscripts assessed to 
have Spetsnaz potential undergo a 
short and very intensive course, 
and those who show up best are 
sent on to another and much 
tougher training battalion to 
become sergeants. Many more 
sergeants are trained than there 
are vacancies for (those who are 
not selected serve as private sol¬ 
diers in Spetsnaz units), thus 
giving an inbuilt reserve of qualified 
leaders. 

Specialist courses are run in 
languages, foreign countries, demo¬ 
litions, special communications, 
and so on. 

Officers and warrant officers 
receive a 50 per cent pay enhance- 

Left: Spetsnaz control organisa¬ 
tion at Army {A) and Front/Fleet 
(B) levels. Peacetime organisation 
is into army brigades (C) and 
naval brigades (D). In war Spets¬ 
naz would fight in small groups 
coming together into larger 
groups for specific operations, 

Below: Soviet paratroops 
(almost certainly Spetsnaz) on 
a typical Soviet army assault 
course. The rifle is the new 
5.45mm AKS-74 with folding butt 
and 30-round plastic magazine. 


ment, as well as parachute jumping 
pay. Peacetime training is intense 
and there is a regular series of very 
arduous exercises, with consider¬ 
able efforts being made to ensure 
that these are as realistic as poss¬ 
ible. Once a year most Spetsnaz 
units are assembled in the USSR 
for a period of collective training. 

Weapons and equipment 

On operations every Spetsnaz 
soldier would dhrry a 5.45mm 
AKS-74 rifle with some 3 to 400 
rounds of ammunition, a P6 
silenced pistol (or the new 5.45mm 
PRI automatic pistol), combat knife 
and six hand-grenades. Each sol¬ 
dier carries rations and medical kit, 
and each group has an R-350M 
radio set {with encryption and 
burst-transmission). The group may 
also carry an SA-7 SAM launcher, 
mines, explosives, light grenade- 
launchers and other equipment 
appropriate to their particular 
mission. For those infiltrated into 
hostile countries prior to the out¬ 
break of war such equipment 
would be smuggled in to in-place 
agents ready for issue when the 
time came. The groups could be 
expected to avail themselves of 
cars, lorries, motor-cycles, etc, 
either provided by agents, or stolen 
during operations. 

Uniform 

In order to preserve their "cover" 
Spetsnaz units have no special 
uniform or badges. In the USSR 
they wear the same uniform as the 
airborne forces and air assault ► 
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► troops, although (unlike the air¬ 
borne forces} Spetsnaz and air 
assault troops do not wear the 
special "Guards unit" badge. In 
non-Soviet Warsaw Pact countries 
Spetsnaz troops wear the uniform 
of the communications troops 
whose barracks they share. In 
Spetsnaz naval brigades the special 
troops wear naval infantry uni¬ 
forms, except for the midget sub¬ 
marine crews who wear normal 
submariners; gear. Several sources 
state that in a general war Spetsnaz 
troops would wear NATO uniforms 
or civilian clothes wherever the 
need arose. 

Tactics 

Spetsnaz tactical troops will be 
dropped by parachute deep into 
enemy territory at the very start of 
hostilities: Front brigades 310 to 
620 miles (500 to 1,000km) and 
Army companies 62 to 310 miles 
(100 to 500km}, This will be a 
massive and coordinated operation, 
and could well use aircraft rn 
Aerofiot (as opposed to military) 
markings. Top priority targets will 

Below: Spetsnaz troops would 
be used to attack NATO forces 
and installations in wartime. 
Their training grounds (such as 
that depicted) include accurate 
mock-ups of NATO equipments, 
especially those with a nuclear 
role, such as GLCIVI. 


be nuclear-delivery means, such as 
missile sites, cruise-missile launch¬ 
ers, etc, as well as causing maxi¬ 
mum confusion as the enemy 
attempts to deploy for war, 
Spetsnaz troops with strategic 
tasks may well be infiltrated into 
target countries prior to hostilities, 
disguised as tourists, sports teams, 
cultural groups, businessmen, or 
members of diplomatic missions. 
Entry to the target country may 
well be by way of a third country. 
These groups will obviously wear 
civilian clothes, and will use in- 
place sleeper agents wherever 
possible as guides and sources of 
information, shelter and trans¬ 
portation. Naval Spetsnaz units 
will infiltrate mainly by sea, using 
submarines to approach close to 
their targets and then reaching 
shore by midget submarines, inf la t- 
ables or by swimming. Their 
primary targets will be naval nuclear 
bases, such as the Britain's Royal 
Navy base at Faslane, Scotland, 
and the French base at Toulon, 
Southern France. 

A Spetsnaz battalion is said to 
have been the first Soviet unit into 
Czechoslovakia during the "up¬ 
rising" in 1968, having had the 
task of seizing Prague airport, thus 
enabling the following 103rd 
Guards Airborne Division to land 
unhindered, Spetsnaz troops have 
also operated in Afghanistan, and 
are almost certainly still there. 






Above; Spetsnaz troops must, of 
course, be extremely fit and the 
USSR also fields excellent sports 
teams in world events. In fact, 
they combine the two require¬ 
ments and there are many cases 
of athletes later being identified 
as members of covert units. 


Below: India class submarine is 
the "mother-ship" for tracked 
mini-subs operated by naval 
Spetsnaz units* Such mini-subs 
have been used in Swedish 
waters in 1983 and tracks were 
found on the sea-bed, evidence 
of Soviet preparation for war. 
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TAIWAN 


Long Range Amphibious 
Reconnaissance Commandos 


W hen Chiang Kai-shek and the 
last of the Nationalist Chinese 
forces were compelled to leave 
mainland China on December 7, 
1949, they swore that one day they 
would return. Today, 35 years later, 
that remains their stated aim despite 
the immense power of the Com¬ 
munist mainland and virtual 
abandonment by the USA. So 
great is this determination that the 
government even issues two annual 
budgets: one "provincial" budget 
for Taiwan, and a second "national" 
budget for the mainland. 

The Army is very efficient and 
well-trained, and is currently some 
330.000 strong. Their deployment 
is split between the main island of 
Taiwan, some 100 miles (160km) 
offshore, and the two inshore 
islands of Quemoy and Matsu, 
both of which are within artillery 
range of the mainland. The Quemoy 
garrison is some 60,000 strong 
and that of Matsu some 20,000. 
There have been several crises over 
this situation, particularly in 1954, 
1955 and 1957 but although 
there have been no overwhelming 
threats of late, the potential for 
trouble remains. The government 
on Taiwan maintains very large 
armed forces, which are very 
efficient and highly trained, but are 
also a substantial drain on the 
economy. 

Included in Taiwan's army are 
four special forces groups, which 
include the Long-Range Amphi- 
bious Reconnaissance Commandos, 
and para-frogmen. There are also 
two brigades of paratroopers. The 
Recce Commandos are very highly 
trained and are known to have 
been active on the mainland in the 
maritime provinces for many years. 

There is a growing relationship, 
including between special forces, 
between the four isolated countries 
of Israel, South Africa,'Singapore 
and Taiwan. Advisers are ex¬ 
changed, weapons bought and sold, 
and "know-how" passed from one 
to another. 


Weapons and equipment 

Standard rifle of the Taiwan Army 
is the M16A1, of which some 
5,000 have been supplied direct 
from the USA. The Combined 
Services Arsenal at Kaohsuing has, 
however, produced a new rifle — 
designated the 5.56mm Type 65 — 
which is now in service with 
Taiwan special forces, including 
the Long-Range Amphibious Recon¬ 
naissance Commandos. This bears 
some similarities to the M16AI 
although it also has features taken 
from the AR-18 design. 

The standard sub-machine gun is 
the 0.45 Type 36, a locally pro¬ 
duced version of the US M3A1. 
Standard light machine-gun is the 
US M60 7,62mm, made under 
licence in Taiwan. Obtaining 
weapons is becoming a major 
problem as the PRC imposes 
pressure on former suppliers. 

Uniform 

Up till now the uniform of the 
Taiwanese forces has been almost 
totally American in design and 
appearance, although this influence 
may diminish as the USA seeks 
closer ties with the People's 
Republic and distances itself more 
and more from its former allies on 
Taiwan. 

Right: Soldier of Taiwan's elite 
Long-Range Recce Commandos 
demonstrates his martial arts 
prowess. Western forces are at 
last starting to appreciate the 
value of such skills and are 
teaching them to their special 
forces. Wot only do such martial 
arts train men in unarmed 
combat techniques, but they also 
improve physical fitness and 
mental discipline. Taiwan's 
commandos have much combat 
experience and have been active 
on the offshore islands, and 
probably on the mainland as 
well, since the Kuomintang 
forces were expelled from the 
mainland in December 1949. 


74 


5.56mm rifle 



Towel worn as 
headgear r 


US pattern 
web belt 


Canvas 

gymivshoes 


Locally-manufactured 
fragmentation grenade 



THAILAND 


Army Special Forces 


T hailand has long had both exter¬ 
nal and internal defence prob¬ 
lems, The Communist insurgents in 
Malaysia have used southern Thai¬ 
land as a sanctuary for many years, 
and they have had repeated clashes 
with the Thai military forces. There 
are also tensions on the border 
with Burma, but the biggest prob¬ 
lems are on the eastern border 
with Kampuchea, where the Royal 
Thai Army finds itself face-to-face 
with the Vietnamese Army, the 
most experienced land force in 
Asia. 

The Royal Thai Army had an 
airborne Ranger battalion for some 
years and in 1963 this was re¬ 
organised and redesignated 1st 
Special Forces Group (Airborne), 
since then 2nd, 3rd and 4th 
Special Forces Groups have been 
raised, and were recently redesig¬ 
nated regiments. Their tasks include 


unconventional warfare behind the 
enemy lines, psychological opera¬ 
tions, civic actions and, above all, 
counter-insurgency. One of the 
principal activities in the counter¬ 
insurgency held is the organisation, 
training and equipping of village 
defence units to look after village 
defence and also to provide support 
for army (and especially, of course. 
Special Forces) operations in their 
areas. 

Organisation 

In July 1982 the four Special 
Forces regiments were consolidated 
into a new formation: 1st Special 
Forces Division. This is commanded 
by Major-General Wimol Wong- 
wan ich and the HG is at Fort Narai 
in Lophuri province. This division 
comprises the four Special Farces 
regiments, together with a psycho¬ 
logical operations (psyops) bat- 























Above: After a ha-lo jump a Thai 
special forces trooper secures 
his parachute. Note the black 
combat uniform and helmet. 

talion, long-range reconnaissance 
patrol {LRRP) company and the 
Special Warfare Centre, 

Selection and training 

Volunteers for the Special Forces 
must first complete both parachute 
and Ranger schools before ad¬ 
mission to the Special Forces 
regiments where they undergo 
further training. There is also a 
survival centre, where the many 
specialised skills of jungle survival 
are taught. 

Great attention is paid to physical 
fitness, especially to a form of 
martial arts based upon traditional 
Thai boxing, 3 highly effective 
activity which involves the use not 

Left: Thai Special Forces soldier 
in the jungle which covers a 
large part of hrs country. Tough 
and determined fighters, the 
Thai soldiers have been fighting 
Communist guerrillas since the 
1950s and now face the 
Vietnamese. 



Above: Martial art is based on 
Thai boxing, a traditional sport, 
requiring great fitness as well as 
suppleness and courage. 

only of the hands, but of feet as 
well- There is also emphasis on 
parachute training. 

Weapons and equipment 

The Thai Special Forces use US 
equipment and weapons; the basic 
weapon, for example, is the M16 
rifle. Like most Special Forces they 
also train on foreign weapons likely 
to be used by any potential enemies. 

Uniform 

The main symbol of the Special 
Forces is a red beret with a gold 
woven national army capbadge. 
Working uniform is a two-piece 
camouflage suit, with low-visibility 
black embroidered rank and quali¬ 
fication badges. The same uniform, 
is worn on operations, but with a 
camouflaged "jungle hat'. A special 
combat uniform is also sometimes 
used, comprising a bfack suit and 
black boots, topped with a black 
knitted balaclava helmet; an outfit 
obviously modelled on that used by 
the British $A$. 
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UNITED KINGDOM 


Gurkhas 


T he bonds which link the legend¬ 
ary Gurkhas from the hills of 
Nepal with the British Army are 
slightly difficult to understand, but 
their strength is self-evident. The 
British in India fought two short 
wars against the Gurkhas in 1813 
and 1816 r which resulted in a very 
hard-won British victory and con¬ 
siderable mutual respect for each 
other's martial qualities. As a result 
three battalions of Gurkhas were 
immediately raised (1815) and 
Gurkhas have served the British 
Crown ever since. 

For well over a century the 
Gurkhas were part of the British 
Indian Army, but when the British 
left India in 1947 the Gurkha units 
were split between the new Indian 
Army (where some 80,000 still 
serve) and the British Army. The 
British Gurkhas moved to Malaya 
where these redoubtable mountain 
warriors became highly respected 
jungle fighters, playing a significant 
role in the defeat of the Malayan 
Communists. These skills stood 
them in good stead when they took 
part in the "confrontation" cam¬ 
paign in Borneo against the Indo¬ 
nesians. Following the end of that 
little war in 1967, and with the 
departure of the British from 
Malaya, the Gurkhas moved their 
base to Hong Kong, where they 
have been ever since. 

The Gurkhas' most recent cam¬ 
paign was in 1982 when 1st 
Battalion, 7th Duke of Edinburgh's 
Own Gurkha Rifles (1/7GR) went 
to the Falkland Islands as part of 5 
Infantry Brigade. They landed in 
San Carlos Bay and spenttheir first 
week mounting patrols to round up 
Argentine stragglers. On June 8 
they went to Bluff Cove and then 
on to join in the final attacks on the 
Argentine positions around Port 
Stanley, The Argentine soldiers 
were quite literally terrified of the 
Gurkhas, who they accused of 
being '"high" on drugs and of 
mercilessly killing any prisoners. 
Nothing could be further from the 
truth; the Gurkhas have always 
been known to fight hard, but then 
to be generous in victory. But it 


would be idle to deny that the 
Gurkhas had a very poor opinion of 
the Argentine soldiers who fled at 
the first sign that they were facing 
the famed Gurkha Rifles, 

Organisation 

The original three battalions ex¬ 
panded and changed titles over the 
years, but basically there have 
been 10 regiments (of varying 
numbers of battalions) for most of 
the Gurkhas' history. In 1947 when 
the British left India the 1st, 4th r 
5th, 8th and 9th Gurkha Rifles 
went to the Indian Army, and the 
balance—2nd, 6th, 7th and 10th 
Gurkha Rifles—to the British Army. 
Still serving in the British Army 
are: 2nd King Edward Vll's Own 
Goorkhas (The Sirmoor Rifles), 
two battalions; 6th Queen Eliza¬ 
beth's Own Gurkha Rifles; 7th 
Duke of Edinburgh's Own Gurkha 
Rifles, (two battalions); 10th Prin¬ 
cess Mary's Own Gurkha Rifles. 

individual battalions are on the 
standard British Army organisation, 
with some very minor amendments 
to comply with regimental custom. 
Following their move to the British 
Army the Gurkhas expanded their 
activities to include engineers, sig¬ 
nals and transportation. At times 
there have also been Gurkha 
arti I lery, pa rach ute troops and m iI i 
tary police, but these have all been 
disbanded. 

The infantry battalions have very 
few British officers, the great 
majority being Queen's Gurkha 
Officers who have worked their 
way up through the ranks to 
Warrant Officer before being com¬ 
missioned, The most senior is the 
Gurkha Major, a figure of immense 
prestige, who is the Commanding 
Officer's adviser on all Gurkha 
matters. 

The principal current formation 
is the Gurkha Reid Force (equivalent 
to a brigade) which is located at 
Sek Kong Camp in the New Terri¬ 
tories in Hong Kong. This comprises 
four Gurkha battalions, of which 
one is detached to Brunei where it 
serves (and is paid for by) the 
Sultan. There is one battalion in ► 
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Above: This Gurkha rifleman 
comes from the hills of Nepal, 
but has become one of the finest 


jungle fighters in the world. His 
rifle is the US IV116A1, but he 
also carries his famed kukri knife. 


79 









UNITED KINGDOM/GURKHAS 

► England, stationed near Aldershot 
and another in a training role in 
Hong Kong. 

Selection and training 

Gurkhas are recruited from the hilt 
tribesmen in the Himalayan king¬ 
dom of Nepal. There are always far 
more volunteers than there are 
vacancies so the British recruiting 
officers can afford to very selective. 
Enlisting at 1?y 2 years of age, 
Gurkhas serve for a minimum of 
five years, and the best continue 
for up to 32 years, leaving at age 

Below: A company commander 
{major) and his radio operator 
of the 6th Gurkha Rifles (GGR) 
leading a patrol in dense jungle. 
Fighting for Britain for some 
170 years, the Gurkhas' latest 
battlefield was the Falklands. 


50. Recruit intakes arrive in Hong 
Kong in January of every year and 
train for nine months. 

Uniform and weapons 

Gurkhas wear their own variations 
of British Army uniform. Combat 
kit is standard camouflage pattern 
smock and trousers, with green 
canvas webbing, except of course, 
for the addition of the famous 
kukri. Parade uniform is rifle-green 
in temperate climates and white in 
the tropics, with black, patent- 
leather waist belts for soldiers and 
cross-belts for officers. Buttons 
and badges are black. Soldiers 
wear a black pill-box hat on parade 
or the Gurkha slouch-hat and a 
green beret in other forms of dress. 

The kukri is the subject of many 
myths. The knives come in various 
sizes, but the dog-legged shape is 
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constant. The rear edge is thick 
and blunt making the knife quite 
heavy, but the cutting-edge is razor 
sharp. 

The kukri is in no way a throwing 
knife, but it is quite excellent for 
hand-to-hand fighting and is the 
Gurkhas' preferred close-combat 
weapon. It is therefore always 
carried in war and there are many 
stories of its use against Germans, 
Japanese and Malayan Commun¬ 
ists, to mention but a few of the 
Gurkhas' more recent enemies. 
They were also, no doubt keen to 
test them on Argentinians but were 
frustrated by the latter's rapid 
departure. 

The future 

With the prospect of the British 
departure from Hong Kong in 
1997 the future of the British 
Gurkhas is once more in. doubt. 
One or two battalions might be 
sustained in the United Kingdom, 
but this would be very expensive. 
Nevertheless it would be a very sad 
day were the ties between these 
legendary soldiers and the British 
Crown they have served so well to 
be severed. 


Above; A British officer with his 
riflemen of the 10th Gurkha 
Rifles. The relationship between 
men and their officers is very 
close and is based upon mutual 
trust and respect—and tradition. 

Nowhere is the depth of this 
unique relationship more dearly 
described than in (of all places) the 
introduction to a Nepali language 
dictionary compiled by Sir Ralph 
Turner some sixty years ago: "As I 
write these last words, my thoughts 
return to you who were my com¬ 
rades, the stubborn and indomitable 
peasants of Nepal. Once more I 
hear the laughter with which you 
greeted every hardship. Once more 
I see you in your bivouacs or about 
your fires, on forced march or in 
the trenches, now shivering with 
wet and cold, now scorched by a 
pitiless and burning sun. Uncom¬ 
plaining, you endure hunger and 
thirst and wounds, and at last your 
unwavering lines disappear into 
the smoke and wrath of battle. 
Bravest of the brave, most generous 
of the generous, never had a 
country more faithful friends than 
you," 
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Parachute Regiment 


T he very name of the Parachute 
Regiment (the "paratf') has come 
to signify both a type of soldiering 
and a certain "style"—dramatic, 
forceful and with panache. Para¬ 
troops would, it seems, always 
need to be fighting against heavy 
odds and either succeed brilliantly 
or suffer glorious defeats: the one 
performance that is never allowed 
is an indifferent one. 

Inevitably it was Winston Chur¬ 
chill who demanded that a slightly 
reluctant War Office should est¬ 
ablish a corps of parachutists on 
the German model and after a 
somewhat hesitant start the first 
unit was formed in late 1940. A 
trial operation against an aqueduct 
in Italy in February 1941 ended up 
with little damage to the objective 
and afl the men captured. However 
lessons were learned and progress 
was made. 

The 6th Airborne Division landed 
on the Allied left flank on D-Day 
June 6, 1944, and successfully 
accomplished all its tasks, although 
it suffered when left in the line for 
some two months as a conventional 
infantry unit. That episode over, 
the paras were withdrawn to Eng¬ 
land and their next employment 
was at Arnhem where 1 st Airborne 
Division performed with the most 


exemplary courage, but were in 
the end overcome, their reputation 
made for all time. 6th Airborne 
Division then took part In the Rhine 
crossings, which went very well. 

When World War fl ended the 
paratroops found themselves in¬ 
volved in two activities which have 
kept them very busy up to the 
present day. The first has been to 
fight their country's many small 
wars in numerous campaigns on 
virtually every continent. These 
conflicts have taken the paras to 
Malaya, Borneo, Palestine, Suez, 
Aden, Cyprus, Kuwait North 
Borneo and Northern Ireland and 
the Falkland Islands, Their second 
major post-war campaign has been 
one of stubborn resistance to the 
War Office and the Ministry of 
Defence in its efforts to dispose of 
the Parachute Regiment altogether. 

Right: Corporal of The Parachute 
Regiment on patrol in Northern 
Ireland. He is wearing a "'flak" 
vest and carrying a 7.62mm 
L1A1 Self-Loading Rifle (SLR). 

Below: Parachute Regiment 
anti-tank team wearing the 
famous, but now outmoded, 
paratroops helmets and "Denni¬ 
son" camouflage smocks. 
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There was a major reduction in 
parachute troops in the immediate 
post-war years, and again in the 
1960s and 1970s, 16th Parachute 
Brigade existed in Aldershot from 
1949 to 1977 when it was redesig¬ 
nated 6 Field Force in one of the 
British Army's endless series of 
reorganisations and only one batta¬ 
lion of the Parachute Regiment was 
left in the parachute role, with the 
two other battalions serving else* 
where in the "straight' infantry 
rofe. On 1 January 1982 6th Field 
Force became 5 Infantry Brigade 
and included among its units 2nd 
and 3rd Battalions The Parachute 
Regiment. 

When the South Atlantic War 
blew up suddenly in 1982 these 
two battalions were hived off to 3 
Commando Brigadeand sent south 
with the Marines. In the Falklands 
these two units performed very 
well, and at Goose Green 550 men 
of 2 Para took on 1,400 Argentines 
and defeated them utterly, even 
though their commanding officer, 


Lt. Col. "FI" Jones, died in the 
battle. In the finest para tradition 
be died at the head of his men, 
personally leading an attack against 
a machine-gun position that was 
holding up the entire attack. Fie 
was posthumously awarded the 
Victoria Cross. 

The paras' methods are nothing 
if not direct and this has, on several 
occasions, made them controver¬ 
sial, They have always been among 
the more successful units in North¬ 
ern Ireland and thus naturally a 
target for hostile propaganda. This 
reached a nadir on January 30, 
1972, in the so-called "Bloody 
Sunday" episode when a crowd of 
civilians attacked the paras and in 
the ensuing action some 13 civilians 
were killed. There was an enormous 
outcry, but despite this the batta¬ 
lions of the Parachute Regiment 
have continued to return to North¬ 
ern Ireland. 

In December 1982 the British 
Secretary of State for Defence, 
Michael Heseltine, went to Alder-► 
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► shot to announce in person that 5 
Infantry Brigade was to be redesig¬ 
nated 5 Airborne Brigade forthwith, 
so it would appear that the exist¬ 
ence of the British Parachute 
Regiment is secure for a few more 
years. 

Organisation 

There are currently three battalions 
of the Parachute Regiment in the 
British regular army (1, 2 and 3 
Para}, and a further three battalions 
in the Territorial Army (4, 10 and 
15 Para), Two of the three regular 
battalions are part of 5 Airborne 
Brigade. This brigade does not 
however, currently have parachute- 
trained and equipped supporting 
units (artillery, engineers, transport 
etc) necessary for a full airborne 
deployment, but this may return 
with time. 

Selection and training 

The infantry battalions of the Para¬ 
chute Regiment recruit direct from 
civilian life. There is tough selection 
and training course held at the 
regimental depot at Aldershot. 

Weapons and equipment 

When there was an Independent 
parachute force (16 Parachute 
Brigade) there was sufficient 
demand for it to be economical to 
produce special equipment for 


paratroop units. When the commit¬ 
ment was reduced in the past few 
years to just two parachute batta¬ 
lions in the parachute role, with 
virtually no back-up from parachute- 
trained and -equipped supporting 
arms and services, such special 
equipment virtually disappeared. 
Thus, UK parachute units currently 
use standard British Army weapons 
and equipment, such as the 
7.62mm L1A1 rifle, 9mm L2A3 
Sterling sub-machihe gun and L7A1 
7.62mm general-purpose machine- 
gun. 

However, the British Army is 
shortly to be issued with the 
5,56mm L70A1 Individual Weapon, 
also known as the Small Arm for 
the 80s (SA80), an excellent 
weapon using the "bull-pup" design. 
This rifle is neat, compact and 
well-balanced and has proved very 
popular in troop trials. It can be 
expected that the battalions of the 
Parachute Regiment will be among 
the earliest to receive this weapon 
and its light-machine gun version, 
the L73A1. 

Uniforms 

The British paratroops? red beret 
has been adopted around the 
world and has given rise to their 
nicknames of "The Red Devils" and 
"The Red Berets". (History has it 
that Major-General Browning and 


Wireless Ridge June 13-14, 1982 


T he battalion attack by 2nd 
Battalion, The Parachute Regi¬ 
ment (2 Para) on Wireless Ridge, 
on June 13-14 during the Falklands 
War in 1982, is an excellent 
example of an action by a highly 
trained, fit and experienced infantry 
unit. This action is of particular 
interest because 2 Para were the 
only battalion in the Falklands War 
to carry out two battalion attacks, 
and thus the only one to be able to 
put into practice the lessons learn¬ 
ed, in their case at such high cost 
at Goose Green on May 28. 

On June 11,2 Para was moved 
by helicopter from Fitzroy on the 
south coast to a lying-up position 
west of Mount Kent. At 2300 
hours the battalion set off on foot 


to an assembly area on a hill to the 
North of Mount Kent ready to 
support either 3 Para in their 
attack on Mount Longdon or 45 
Commando Royal Marines, whose 
mission was to take the position 
known as Two Sisters. Both these 
attacks were successful, leaving 3 
Para, 45 Commando and 42 Com¬ 
mando firmly established. On June 
12, 2 Para moved forward some 9 
miles (15km}, skirting Mount Long¬ 
don on its north-western side, to 
an assembly area in the lee of a ► 

Right: En route to war, and in a 
strange environment, British 
paratroops man machine-guns 
on board a ship in the South 
Atlantic in 1982. 
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another genera! were arguing over 
the colour of a beret for the 
paratroops sometime in 1942 and 
being unable to agree, they turned 
to the nearest soldier and asked for 
his views, "Red, sir," came the 
instant answer.) The red beret can 
be worn only by members of the 
Parachute Regiment {throughout 
their service) and by members of 
other Corps who are parachute- 


Above: British paratrooper on a 
landing zone with another just 
landed right behind him. Full 
effectiveness requires constant, 
hard and realistic training. 

qualified, but only when on service 
with a parachute unit. The sleeve 
badge of the winged Pegasus was 
designed by Edward Seago, a 
famous artist. 
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► steep escarpment which offered 
some cover from the sporadic 
shelling by the respected Argentine 
artillery. The battalion, as always, 
dug-ln; orders were received in 
mid-afternoon for an attack on 
Wireless Ridge that night but this 
was later postponed to the follow¬ 
ing night 

On June 13 Skyhawk attack 
aircraft flew in low from the West. 
Intense fire from the ground pre¬ 
vented the attack from being 
pressed home, but a number of 
moves in preparation for the forth¬ 
coming battalion action were de¬ 
layed, especially the registration of 
targets by the artillery and mortars. 
At Goose Green 2 Para had been 
very short of fire support but in 
this battle they were to have two 
batteries of 105mm fight guns in 
direct support, the mortars of both 
2 and 3 Para, naval gunfire support 
from ships within range, as well as 
the battalion's own machine-gun 
and MILAN anti-tank missile plat¬ 
oons. Last, but by no means least, 
a troop of two Scimitar {1 x 30mm 
cannon) and two Scorpion (1 x 
76mm gun) light tanks of The 
Blues and Royals were an integral 
part of 2 Para's battle ptan. 

The battafion moved out at last 
light (2030 hours local). As they 
moved to the Forming-Up Places 
(FUPs), where the troops shake 
out into battle formations, the sort 
of report a commanding officer 
dreads was received: that Intellig¬ 
ence had just discovered a minefield 
in front of A and B Companies' 
objective. At this stage, however, 
there was no alternative but to go 
ahead. 

Right: The Battle of Wireless 
Ridge took place on June 13/14, 
1982, during the South Atlantic 
War. It was a highly successful 
battalion attack, incorporating 
the lessons learned earlier in 
the brief land campaign. D 
Company (D) started by taking 
the Western end of the ridge, 
following which A Company (A) 
and B Company (B) took the 
main position. C Company (C) 
provided flank protection to the 
east. Fire support came from 
tanks, artillery and ships. 


The artillery supporting fire start¬ 
ed at 0015 hours on June 14 and 
D Company crossed the start-line 
at 0045 hours. D Company reach¬ 
ed its first objective with little 
trouble, finding that the enemy had 
withdrawn, leaving a few dead in 
their slit trenches. While D Com¬ 
pany reorganised, enemy 155mm 
airburst fire began to fafl on their 
position, a reminder of the effici¬ 
ency and quick reactions of the 
Argentine artillery. Meanwhile, A 
and B Companies began their 
advance, B Company through what 
transpired to be the minefield 
recently discovered by intelligence. 
Some sporadic fire came from a 
few trenches, but was quickly 
silenced, and 17 prisoners were 
taken and a number killed in this ► 

Right: Machine-gunners of the 
Parachute Regiment training 
on-board ship. Their weapon is 
the 7.62mm L7A2 (GPMG). 
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► phase of the battle—the remainder 
fled. Several radios (still switched 
on), telephones and a mass of 
cable suggested that the position 
had included a battalion head¬ 
quarters. Once again, as A and B 
Companies started to dig in r an 
accurate and fairly intense enemy 
artillery bombardment began, and 
in fact continued for some nine 
hours. 

Following the success of A and B 
Companies, D Company crossed 
its second start fine at the West 
end of the main ridge, while the 
light tanks and the machine-guns 
moved to a ftank to give covering 
fire. The ridge itself was a long 
spire broken in the middle, with 
each section some 900 yards 
(300m) in length. The first feature 
was taken unopposed and there 
was then a short delay while the 
British artillery readjusted to its 
targets for the next phase. During 
this time the second feature was 
kept under heavy fire by the tight 
tanks, the machine-guns and the 
MILAN missiie being used in a 
direct-fire artillery role! 

Just as the attack was about to 
start the commanding officer re¬ 
ceived a new piece of intelligence, 
that instead of one enemy company 
at the other end of the ridge there 
were two! This was hardly likely to 
impress the Paras who by this 
stage of the campaign had estab¬ 
lished a considerable moral ascend- 


Above: British paratroops search 
captured Argentine soldiers in 
the 1982 South Atlantic war. 

Right; Paras on the Falkland 
Islands manning a 7.62mm 
GPMG mounted on a tripod in 
the sustained fire role, 

ency over the Argentines, but in 
the early minutes of this final phase 
of the battle D Company did 
receive some casualties as the 
enemy fought back with unexpect¬ 
ed vigour, withdrawing one bunker 
at a time. As the paras poured onto 
the position, however, the enemy 
suddenly broke and ran, being 
continuously harassed off the 
position by the machine-guns of 
the British Scorpions and Scimitars, 
and chased by the exhilarated 
paras. 

As D Company began to re¬ 
organise they, too, came under 
artillery fire, as well as remarkably 
effective small arms fire from 
Tumbledown Mountain and Mount 
William to the South, which had 
not yet been captured by 5 Infantry 
Brigade. The enemy could be 
heard trying to regroup in the 
darkness below the ridge, and to 
the south in the area of Moody 
Brook, At daybreak a rather brave, 
but somewhat pathetic counter¬ 
attack developed from the area of 
Moody Brook, which seems to 
have been some sort of final 
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gesture. It petered out within a few 
minutes under a hail of artillery, 
small arms and machine-gun fire. 

This seems to have been the 
signal to many Argentines that the 
game was up, and shortly after¬ 
wards ever-increasing numbers of 
disheartened and disillusioned Ar¬ 
gentine soldiers were observed 
streaming off Mount William, Tum¬ 
bledown and Sapper Hill to seek an 
apparent {but very short-lived) 
refuge in Port Stanley. A and B 
Companies of 2 Para were now 
brought forward onto Wireless 
Ridge, and the battalion's night 
attack was successfully concluded. 
The paras had lost three dead and 
11 wounded. Lack of time and 
opportunity precluded counting 
the Argentine casualties, but it has 


been estimated that of an original 
strength of some 500, up to 100 
may have been killed, 17 were 
captured, and the remainder fled. 

The taking of Wireless Ridge 
illustrates the standards achieved 
by a crack unit. In this night battle it 
totally defeated a force of equal 
strength, well prepared and dug-in, 
and occupying a dominant feature. 
No. 2 Para had been through the 
traumatic experience of the Goose 
Green battle earlier In the cam¬ 
paign, but had learned the lessons 
well. They had also given the lie to 
the allegation that parachute units 
do not have ''staying power". It is, 
perhaps, unfortunate that the battle 
of Goose Green, deservedly fam¬ 
ous, has overshadowed this later 
minor classic at Wireless Ridge. 






















UNITED KINGDOM 


Royal Marines 
Special Boat Squadron 


T o a large extent the whole of 
the Royal Marines is an elite 
force in itself; every marine would 
certainly claim it so. However the 
Royal Marines are basically very 
highly trained infantry, optimised 
for the amphibious role. 

Within the Royal Marines there 
are a number of smaller and more 
select groups of which the best 
known and most highly trained is 
the Special Boat Squadron {SBS), 
This squadron has its roots in the 
special units raised in World War II 
for raiding and reconnaissance on 
the shores of the European main¬ 
land, The techniques evolved so 
painfully in war were, fortunately 
preserved in peace, despite many 
cutbacks and amalgamations. The 
Amphibious School of the Royal 
Marines at Eastney (now at Poole 
in Dorset) included a "Small Raids 
Wng", which was later redesig¬ 


nated the "Special Boat Company" 
and then, in 1977, the "Special 
Boat Squadron". 

The SBS is the headquarters for 
the Special Boat Sections which 
are deployed under the operational 
command of Commando units, but 
can also act autonomously on 
special tasks. The major role of the 
SBS is in amphibious operations, 
especially on reconnaissance, sabo¬ 
tage and demolitions. They are also 
believed to have particular respon¬ 
sibilities in the security of Britain's 
off-shore oil and gas rigs. 

The SBS has seen action in the 
Oman, Borneo and the Falkland 
Islands War. In the latter the SBS 
were early ashore on South 
Georgia, having flown from the UK 
in a C-130 and then parachuted to 
a submarine in the South Atlantic, 
The submarine then took them 
close inshore and they then com- 
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Above: A two-man $B$ patrol 
coming ashore in a canvas 
folding canoe. They are wearing 
special camouflage suits and are 
carrying 9mm L34A1 Sterling 
sub-machine guns fitted with 
large silencers. 

Left: Men of the SBS, the Royal 
Marines' elite unit, emerge from 
the hatch of a submarine during 
training. The ability to deliver 
men from a submarine onto a 
hostile shore is very valuable 
and was used on a number of 
occasions during the South 
Atlantic War of 19B2. 


pleted their long journey in inflatable 
Gemini boats. The SBS is also 
rumoured to have put patrols 
ashore on the Argentine mainland, 
landing from the conventional sub¬ 
marine, HMS Onyx ( although this 
has never been confirmed. The 
SBS and SAS operated on the 
Falkland islands long before the 
amphibious landings, and the SBS 
reconnoitred the actual landing 
sites at San Carlos Bay. They were 
there to welcome the first landing- 
craft to reach the shore, and also 
silenced the Argentinian outpost 
on Fanning Head, overlooking the 
landings. ► 
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UNITED KINGDOM/ROYAL MARINES: SBS 


► The way in which the SBS fits in 
with the much larger SAS organ¬ 
isation is a matter for speculation, 
particularly as the SAS is known to 
have a Boat Troop, with similar 
equipment and capabilities to the 
SBS, Nevertheless, there is no 
known friction between the two 
units, and it must therefore be 
assumed that the responsibilities 
are not a problem in practice. 

Selection and training 

Recruitment to the SBS is from 
volunteers serving in the Royal 
Marine Commandos, AH such offi¬ 
cer and marine volunteers undergo 
the usual physical and psychological 
tests, followed by a three-week 
selection test. Successful candi¬ 
dates then go on a 15-week training 
course in seamanship, navigation, 
demolition, diving and advanced 
weapons handling. They then do a 
four-week parachute course, 
following which they join an op¬ 
erational Special Boat Section, 

SBS officers and marines are not 
compelled to leave the SBS after a 
set period, as, for example, in the 
SAS, but like some other special 
forces they are usually forced to 
leave if they wish to obtain promo¬ 
tion past a certain point. 


Uniforms 

The SBS wear standard Boyal 
Marine uniform and the com¬ 
mando green beret. The only indi¬ 
cation in parade and barrack dress 
that a man belongs to the SBS is 
the wearing of Royal Marine para¬ 
chuting wings on the right shoulder 
and of the "Swimmer Canoeist" 
badge on the right forearm. The 
latter has a crown above the letters 
,J SC rr , flanked by,laurel leaves. In 
parade dress both badges are 
embroidered in gold on a black 
backing. Officers of the SBS wear 
the wings, but not the "SC" badge 
(even though they are qualified to 
wear it by having passed the 
course). 

Weapons and equipment 

The SBS four-man patrols are 
usually armed with the US M16 
Armalite rifle and M203 grenade 
launchers, although a special 
silenced version of the British 
Sterling sub-machine-gun (L34A1) 
is also used. Included in the patrol J s 
equipment are plastic explosives, 
laser designators and burst- 
transmission radios. Extensive sur¬ 
vival kits are also carried. 

Boats used by the SBS include 
paddle-boards, specially-produced 









Klepper Mark 13 collapsible boats, 
and the somewhat larger Gemini 
boats powered by 40bbp outboard 
motors. The SBS can also be 
transported by ""Rigid Raider" 
boats, a militarised version of the 
glassfibre "Dory" fishing-boat 
powered by outboards of up to 
140bhp, and operated by the 
specialists of the Royal Marine^ 
Rigid Raider Squadron. 


Above: Marines of the SBS on a 
training exercise. Continuous 
experience since 1941 makes 
them one of the world's best 
trained canoe forces. 

Below: 9mm L34A1 Sterling sub- 
machine gun, a favourite 
weapon of the SBS. The wooden 
grip is needed as the barrel 
casing becomes too hot to hold. 
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Special Air Services 


In December 1975 a four-man 
I’Active-Service Unit" of the Provi¬ 
sional IRA was cornered by Lon¬ 
don's Metropolitan Police in a flat in 
Balconnbe Street in the capital's 
Marylebone area. Thefour Irishmen 
held the owners—an understand¬ 
ably terrified couple—hostage, and 
the police were faced with the 
problem of resolving matters with¬ 
out physical harm coming to the 
elderly pair The "ProvosT were 
confident that they could strike a 
bargain with the police sooner or 
later It was known that there was a 
radio receiver in the flat and, 
during a routine news broadcast 
the BBC announced thatan armed 
section of the SAS had arrived at 
the scene of the siege. Shortly 
afterwards the Proves surrendered; 
the police they could cope with, 
but the SAS—they were something 
else! 

Foundation 

The SAS was formed early in World 
War lb at a time when many 
"special" units were being raised, 
by Lt David Stirling, who was then 
serving with No. 8 Commando, a 
British Army unit. Known originally 
as "L Detachment", by October 
1942 the unit had grown to 390 
men and it was redesignated 1st 
Special Air Service Regiment (1 
SAS), After various reorganisations 
and a period of further growth, an 
SAS Brigade was formed in Scot¬ 
land in January 1944, consisting of 
two British regiments (1 and 2 
SAS), two French regiments (3 and 
4 SAS), a Belgian squadron (later 5 
SAS) and a signal squadron. 

The SAS fought throughout the 
Desert campaign, in Italy and in 
Northwest Europe, establishing a 
reputation for independent action 
by small groups of very highly 
trained men, operating deep behind 
enemy lines. At the end of the war 
in Europe the British Army divested 
itself of "private armies 1 ' with 
indecent haste, and the SAS were 
among those to go. No. 5 SAS was 
handed over to the Belgian Army in 
September 1945, followed by 3 
and 4 SAS which were transferred 


to the French Army a month later, 

A week after this HQ SAS and 1 
and 2 SAS were disbanded, and it 
appeared that the British Army had 
washed its hands of the "SAS 
idea", altogether and for ever. 

It takes more than that to keep a 
good idea down, however, and 
within months it was decided that 
there woufd be a role for SAS-type 
activities in a future war in Europe. 
This led to the conversion of a 
Territorial Army (TA) unit, "The 
Artists' Rifles", into 21st Special Air 
Service Regiment (21 SAS) (Artists) 

— (Volunteers), the number 21 
being obtained by taking the num¬ 
bers of the two British wartime 
SAS regiments (1 and 2 SAS), 
combining and reversing them. 

One of the early British post-war 
anti-colonial campaigns was the 
Malayan "Emergency" (1948-60). 
Brigadier Michael Calvert, a renown¬ 
ed ex-Chindit and commander of 
the SAS Brigade 1944-45, arrived 
in Malaya in 1951 and formed the 
"Malayan Scouts (Special Air Ser¬ 
vice)" which quickly built up to 
regimental size. In 1952 the 
Malayan Scouts were redesignated 
22nd Special Air Service Regiment 
(22 SAS), thus marking the official 
return of the SAS to the regular 
army's order of battle. The reputa¬ 
tion of the SAS in Malaya was 
second to none. They spent very 
long periods in the deep jungle 
where they established particularly 
close links with the aboriginal 
peoples, and they also pioneered 
the techniques for parachuting 
into the trees and then abseiling 
down long ropes to the jungle floor. 

When the conflict in Malaya 
began to wind-down, the SAS were 
sent to the Oman in the Arabian 
peninsula in November/December 
1958, where they carried out a 
daring attack on rebels in the 
8,000ft (2,500m) high Jebel ► 

Right: An SAS trooper on patrol 
during the South Atlantic war. 
During this campaign the SAS 
proved that they are as good in 
conventional war as they are at 
dealing with terrorists. 
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UNITED KINGDOM/SAS 
► Akhdar totally defeating the Arab 
dissidents in their own home 
ground. Following this success, 22 
SAS moved to the UK where, after 
a short period in Malvern, they 
settled down in their now-famous 
home base at Bradbury Lines, 
Hereford. But by now they had 
been reduced to an HQ and two 
"sabre" squadrons. 

The Far East soon beckoned 
again, however, with the "Con¬ 
frontation Campaign" in Borneo, 
and a squadron of SAS arrived 
there in January 1963. Their 
success led to more demands for 
SAS and the third squadron had to 
be re-formed in mid-1963. This 
was just as well, because war broke 
out in Aden and from 1964-66 the 
three squadrons of 22 SAS were 
rotating between the UK, Borneo 
and Aden in a period known in the 
regiment as the "happy time". By 
1967 these two wars were over 
and the SAS had a short period of 
consolidation and retraining. 

In 1969 the situation in Northern 
Ireland suddenly exploded and the 
SAS began a long acquaintanceship 
with the Province. Simultaneously, 
renewed problems in Malaya and 
the Oman led to a return there. In 
July 1972, at the Battle of Mirbat 
in Oman, ten SAS soldiers, aided 
by a few local soldiers, defeated 
250 dissidents in a memorable 
engagement. The SAS remained in 
the Oman for many years and there 
may be a few members there still. 
In August 1983 it was disclosed 
that the SAS was training a similar 
unit for the Sultan of Oman's 
"Special Force", composed of para¬ 
chutists trained to exist for days on 
little food in desert conditions. 

The anti-guerrilla campaigns of 
the 1950s, 1960s and early 1970s 
were succeeded by a new role in 
which the SAS quickly built up an 
unrivalled expertise — counter¬ 
terrorist actions. Spurred on by 
operations in Northern Ireland 
against the Irish Republican Army 
(IRA) and Irish National Liberation 
Army (INLA) the SAS has develop¬ 
ed techniques which are copied 
throughout the Western world. 
This has led to the SAS not only 
being consulted by overseas gov¬ 
ernments and special forces, but 
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also in being directly involved in 
some "foreign" operations. Thus, 
in October 1977, two SAS men 
were with the West German GSG 9 
unit at the attack to recapture a 
hijacked German airliner at Moga¬ 
dishu, and SAS members were also 
involved in the earlier Dutch oper¬ 
ation against the Moluccan terror¬ 
ists who had taken over a train-load 
of hostages. 

Most famous of all such episodes, 
however, was the London Iranian 
Embassy siege of May 1980 when 
the SAS had perforce to conduct 
the operation in front of the 
world's TV cameras. In strict 
compliance with English law, the 
Metropolitan Police conducted the 
operation until the terrorists mur¬ 
dered one of the hostages and 
threw his body out on the street. 
The police then requested the SAS 
to take over, and the troops stormed 
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in r using special weapons and 
tactics, and rescued alt the re¬ 
maining hostages. All but one of 
the terrorists was killed. 

This spectacular success, while 
a god-send for the hero-hungry 
world media, gave the SAS far 
more publicity than the Service 
would have preferred, 

By 1932 the SAS seemed to be 
settled in their counter-terrorist 
role when, to everyone's surprise, 
the Falklands War with Argentina 
broke out. No. 22 SAS were 
immediately involved and were 
given the opportunity to remind 
the world that they are first and 
foremost professional soldiers, 
trained for war. They spearheaded 
the return to South Georgia island, 
although the first reconnaissance 
landing in helicopters had to be 
aborted in truly appalling weather. 
The second landing was by inflat- 


Above; SAS troopers training In 
a desert environment. The 
"target"' on the left is wearing 
the SAS sand-coloured beret 
and the special camouflage 
smock used by SAS and SBS. 

able boats and most men got 
ashore. One boat, however, broke 
down and the soldiers refused to 
compromise the operation by call 
ing for help on the radio and were 
blown rapidly eastwards; by the 
greatest of good fortune they hit 
the very tip of the island and were 
later rescued by helicopter Mean¬ 
while, at Grytviken, squadron head¬ 
quarters and one troop of D 
Squadron took advantage of the 
crippling of the Argentine sub¬ 
marine "Santa Fe" to rush in and 
overwhelm the garrison, and South 
Georgia was quickly back under 
British control. * 
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► The first SAS soldiers were 
ashore on East Falklands by May 1 
and remained there, close to the 
enemy and in foul weather, for 
some thirty days. They provided 
vital intelligence on troop move¬ 
ments and deployments, and also 
targetted enemy aircraft and stores 
for aircraft strikes and naval gunfire 
support. On May 14 the SAS 
raided Pebble Island and blew up 
11 Argentine aircraft a reversion 
to their original role in the North 
African desert 40 years previously. 
It is a iso reported that they operated 
on the mainland of Argentina 
itself, although this has never been 
officially confirmed. 

Their final role was to carry out a 
noisy and valuable diversionary 
attack on the eastern end of 
Wireless Ridge on the day before 
the Argentine surrender. That sur¬ 
render was negotiated by Lieu¬ 
tenant Colonel Michael Rose, who 
had just handed over command of 
22 SAS. He flew to Stanley to 
arrange the surrender terms with 
General Menendez and with his 
deep knowledge of the necessary 
techniques he was able to establish 
a total moral and psychological 
ascendancy over the unfortunate 
Argentines. 

The SAS are now back to their 
less publicisedr but scarcely routine 
roles, and are now probably the 
most famous battalion-sized unitin 
the world. 


Organisation 

The present organisation includes 
three regiments of approximately 
600 to 700 men each. One 
regiment (22 SAS) is all-regular, 
while the other two (21 SAS 
(Artists Rifles) and 23 SAS) belong 
to the Territorial Army, There is a 
regular signal squadron with 22 
SAS and another (63 (SAS) Signal 
Squadron) with the TA. These units 
are controlled by Director SAS 
Group, a brigadier whose head¬ 
quarters are in London. 

Although they no longer operate 
together the SAS maintains close 
links with the New Zealand Special 
Air Service Squadron and the 
Australian Special Air Service. 
Fraternal links are also maintained 
with the 1st Parachute Battalion of 
the Belgian Army which is descend¬ 
ed from the wartime S SAS, and 
the Greek "Sacred Squadron 
(Helios Lokos) r ' which served with 
the SAS in North Africa and the 
Eastern Mediterranean in the last 
wa r. 

There is a very close relationship 
between the present-day regular 
(22 SAS) and territorial (2 1 and 23 
SAS) regiments. Both territorial 
regiments have a strong cadre of 

Below: SAS trooper crossing a 
fence on the Brecon Beacons in 
Wales. Rifle is an old FN FAL 
used only for training (DP on the 
butt denotes "Drill Purpose"). 
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regulars, who ensure that profes¬ 
sional standards are maintained, 
and who pass on the benefits of 
recent operational experience. 

Selection and training 

No officer or soldier enlists directfy 
into the regular regiment (22 
SAS). Instead, volunteers come 
from the other regiments and 
corps of the British Army, which 
sometimes leads to the accusation 
that the regiment is "poaching" 
some of the best and most enter 
prising young officers and soldiers. 
All volunteers for the SAS must 
first pass the selection course, 
which is based on the regimental 
depot at Hereford. The tests take 
place in the Brecon area of Wales 
and consist of a series of tasks 
designed to find out whether the 
individual has the qualities of mental 
resilience, physical stamina, self- 
discipline and spiritual toughness 
which the regiment has found 
necessary for its missions. 

The process starts with 10 days 
of fitness and map-reading training 
in groups of 20 to bring everyone 
up to the same basic standards. 
This is followed by 10 days of 
solitary cross-country marching, 
culminating in a 40 mile (64km} 
march in 20 hours carrying a 551b 


Above: Volunteers for the SAS 
have to show not only physical 
and mental ability, but also basic 
military skills. 

(25kg} Bergen rucksack. Those 
who have not either voluntarily or 
compulsorily retired now undertake 
14 weeks continuation training 
which includes a parachute course 
and combat survival training. At 
the end of this phase the survivors 
are presented with their beret and 
badge, and are at long last members 
of the SAS, although the training 
continues with specialist courses 
in signalling, languages, field medi¬ 
cine, demolition, shooting, free-fall 
parachuting and other military 
skills. It is only after some two 
years that a soldier can be consid¬ 
ered to be a fully-fledged member 
of the regiment, and even then 
there can be periods of high- 
intensity training for roles such as 
counter-revolutionary warfare 
commandos. 

Unlike the earlier years of the 
SAS the emphasis today is on 
pulling and encouraging men to 
get through the tests and course, 
but without in any way relaxing the 
high standards. Nevertheless, the 
pass-rate is only about 20 per cent, 
although it must be appreciated ► 
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► that only rarely is there any reason 
for any of the other 80 per cent to 
feel ashamed; the fact is that the 
SAS are, of necessity, looking for a 
very special combination of talents 
which is possessed by or can be 
developed in only a few people. 

Once fully in the regiment the 
regular officer^ and soldiers r normal 
tour of duty is three years, following 
which they will usually return to 
their parent regiment or corps. 
This ensures that the regiment 
does not become too introspective 
and also serves to spread around 
the rest of the Army that curious 
blend of ideas and training which 
constitute the SAS. 

Weapons and equipment 

The SAS use standard British 
Army small arms such as the L1A1 
7.62mm Self-Loading Rifle, Brown¬ 


ing 9mm pistol and the 7.62mm 
General-Purpose Machine-Gun 
(GPMG). The Sterling 9mm 
machine-carbine is not used, the 
SAS preferring the Heckler and 
Kock 9mm $MG. In addition, the 
SAS specialise in training and 
using virtually any type of foreign 
weapon, either to take advantage 
of some particular attribute, or to 
blend in with some bit of local 
"scenery". Special "stun" grenades 
have been developed for SAS use 
in which the blast effect has been 
maximised at the expense of dam¬ 
age potential. 

It was announced in March 
1984 that the SAS would use two 
Italian-built Agusta 109 helicopters 
captured from the Argentinians 
during the Falklands Wan The 
aircraft are now part of the Army 
Air Corps inventory; they can carry 


The Iranian Embassy Siege April 3o-Ma V 5 i9ao 


The siege of the Iranian Embassy in 
London in April—May 1980 caught 
the imagination of the world and 
brought the SAS into the limelight 
because the denouement took place 
before the gathered Press photo¬ 
graphers and TV. The eerie, black- 
clad figures, their efficiency and 
the success and sheer drama of the 
event established the SAS a public 
reputation and created an ex¬ 
pectation of success which will 
endure for many years. 

The Iranian Embassy at No. 16 
Princes Gate, London, opposite 
Hyde Park, was taken over at 1130 
hours Wednesday April 30 by six 
terrorists, armed with three 9mm 
automatic pistols, one 0.38in 
revolver, two 9mm sub-machine 
guns and a number of Chinese- 
made hand-grenades. There were 
six men directly involved: Oan, the 
leader (27 years old], and five 
others, all in their early twenties. 
They were all from Arabistan, an 
area of Iran some 400 miles 
(643km) from Teheran, which had 
long resisted the rule of the Aryan 
northerners. Most had supported 
Ayatollah Khomeini's takeover from 
the Shah, only to find him as 
ruthless a suppressor of minorities 
as his predecessor. The terrorists 


represented a group entitled the 
Democratic Revolutionary Move¬ 
ment for the Liberation of Arabistan 
(DRMLA), a Marxist-Leninist group 
based in Libya, whose cause was 
regional autonomy (not indepen¬ 
dence) for Arabistan. 

The occupants of the Embassy 
at the time of the takeover num¬ 
bered 29: four British and 22 
Iranian men and women, three of 
whom escaped during the early 
minutes. The terrorists' demands 
were initially that 91 prisoners in 
Arabistan be released by the Iranian 
authorities. The deadline was set 
for 1200 hours Thursday May 1, 
and during that night the terrorists 
had the first of many contacts with 
the London police and the media. 

One sick Iranian woman was 
released late on the Wednesday 
night and a sick Englishman the 
following morning The first dead¬ 
line was postponed when the 
police transmitted a message from ► 

Right: Two SAS men outside the 
Iranian Embassy in London 
during the brief action which 
ended the siege. They are aiming 
9mm High-Power Browning 
pistols, but have a rifle and tear 
gas launcher ready at their feet 
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up to seven troops and could be 
equipped for many roles, including 
anti-tank and electronic warfare. 

Uniform 

The SAS deliberately shuns glamor¬ 
ous or flashy uniforms or embellish¬ 
ments, and wears standard British 
Army uniforms, as far as possible, 
with only the customary "regi¬ 
mental" items permitted under 
British practice. The three basic 
distinguishing marks of the SAS 
are the sand-coloured beret the 
cap-badge (a winged dagger with 
the motto "Who Dares Wins") and 
SAS-wings worn on the right 
shoulder. In parade dress (Mo. 2 
Dress) buttons, officers' Sam 
Browne belt, gloves and shoes are 
alf black. Combat dress is standard 
British Army pattern with either 
the sand-coloured beret or the 


peaked camouflage hat with no 
badge. With this latter hat on there 
is nothing about a soldier's uniform 
to show that he is a member of the 
SAS at all. One small idiosyncracy 
of SAS uniform is that in "pullover 
order" (the popular dress worn in 
barracks) the rank chevrons of 
NCO, are worn on the shoulder 
straps, not on the right sleeve. 

A unique combat uniform is 
available for us^ on anti-terrorist 
operations. This is an all-black 
outfit, with a black flak-vest, belt 
and boots. The standard issue 
respirator (which is made of black 
rubber) and grey anti-flash hood 
complete the outfit. Every item of 
this dress is worn for strictly 
practical reasons, but the overall 
effect is awe-inspiring, as was 
demonstrated at the Iranian Em¬ 
bassy siege rescue in May 1980. 
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► the terrorists to the Press, and a 
second deadline (1400 hours) 
passed without a move from either 
side. 

By the Friday morning there had 
been numerous contacts between 
the terrorists and the police, some 
direct and some through inter¬ 
mediaries, but by now specific 
threats were being made against 
the lives of the hostages. Nego¬ 
tiations continued throughout the 
Saturday and a major advance was 
achieved when the terrorists agreed 
to release two hostages in return 
for a broadcast on the radio of a 
statement of their aims. One 
hostage was released in the early 
evening and after the statement 
had been broadcast on the BBC 
2100 hours news, word for word 
as given by the terrorist leader to 
the police, a further hostage was 
released. The atmosphere in the 
Embassy became almost euphoric, 
helped by a good meal sent in by 
the police. 

Through the Sunday the British 
Government discussed the situation 
with various Arab ambassadors, 
but no agreement could be reached 
on a possible role for them in 
reaching a resolution to the crisis. 
In the Embassy the major event in 
an anti-climactic day was the release 
oi an Iranian hostage who had 
become very ill. On Monday the 
terrorists were noticeably more 
nervous and a shouted discussion 
between two British hostages and 
the police at noon did little to ease 
the tension. At about 1330 Oan r s 
patience apparently snapped and 
he shot Abbas Lavasani, one of the 
Embassy staff, in the course of a 
telephone discussion with the 
police. This was the turning point 

Any doubts about whether any¬ 
one had actually been killed were 
resolved just after 1900 when the 
dead body was pushed through 
the front door of the Embassy and 
a pair of policemen rushed forward 
and carried it away on a stretcher. 

SAS soldiers had visited the 
scene on the first day of the siege, 
and thereafter they stood-by in an 
Army barracks some two miles 
away. The police had obviously 
tried their best to identify just 
where the hostages and their 


captors were and what they were 
all doing, and many highly classified 
surveillance devices were used. 
The SAS were therefore as ready 
as it was possible to be in the 
circumstances when, in accordance 
with British legal practice, the 
police formally asked the military 
to deal with the situation. 

The rescue 

The plan was to use just 12 men in 
three teams of the customary 
four-man SAS groups; two teams 
were to take the rear, descending 
by rope from the roof, one team to 
reach the ground and the second 
the first-floor balcony. Both would 
then break-in using either frame- 
charges or brute force. Team three 
was to be at the front, crossing 
from a balcony at No, 15 Princes 
Gate to No. 16. Once inside all 
three teams were to rush to reach 
the hostages before they could be 
harmed. 

Everything that could be done to 
heighten the impact of the attack 
was done. The 12 SAS men were 
dressed from head to foot in black, 
even including rubber anti-gas 
respirators, and looked extremely 
menacing. They would gain 
entrance using 4ft x 2ft (1.2 x 
0.6m) frame charges, followed by 
stun grenades rflash-bangsT}- CS 
gas would also be used. The 
combination of explosions, noise, 
smoke, speed of action and the 
appearance of the men was all 
intended to strike confusion and 
dread i nto the mi nds of the terrorists 
—and succeeded brilliantly. 

The SAS men had, naturally, 
pored over the plans of the building 
in minute detail and had also spent 
many hours studying the photo¬ 
graphs of the hostages. But, in the 
end —as every soldier knows—all 
the training and planning have to 
be translated into action. 

At 1926 hours precisely the men 
of the rear attack force stepped 
over the edge of the roof and 
abseiled down. The first two went 
down each rope successfully, but 
one of the third pair became stuck, 
a hazard known to abseilers every¬ 
where. In the front SAS men 
appeared on the balcony of No. 15 
and climbed over to the Embassy, 
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giving the world's Press and the 
public an image of their regiment 
which will last for years. 

Simultaneously the police spoke 
to the terrorists on the telephone 
and distracted their attention atthe 
critical moment that the SAS 
suddenly broke in. Stun grenades 
exploded, lights went out and all 
was noise and apparent confusion. 
Some parts of the Embassy caught 
fire and the SAS man caught on 
the rope at the rear was cut free 
and dropped onto a balcony—a 
risk preferable to that of being 
roasted alive. 

The SAS men swept through the 
Embassy. Two terrorists were 
quickly shot and killed, One started 
shooting the hostages in an upstairs 


Above: The image of the SAS 
that shook the world. These men 
wear black uniforms and boots, 
standard respirators and NBC 
hoods. Their weapon is the 
Heckler & Koch 9mm MRS sub¬ 
machine gun. 

room, but stopped after causing a 
few wounds. Within minutes five of 
the six gunmen were dead, with 
the sixth sheltering among the 
newly-freed hostages. All survivors 
were rushed downstairs into the 
garden, where the remaining 
terrorist was identified and arrested. 
Not one hostage was killed in the 
attack, which was, quite simply, a 
major success in the West's fight 
against the evils of terrorism. 
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UNITED STATES 

US Special Operations Forces 

T he United States has found it difficult to come to terms with Special 
Operations Forces (SOF). The fortunes of long-standing SOF such as the 
Rangers and the Special Forces have waxed and waned according to the 
military climate in the Pentagon and political pressures in Congress. Thus, 
the Rangers have been through some slim periods as have the Special 
Forces who almost disappeared in both the late 1950s and the late 1970s. 

Further, there is a host of units involved, partly due to the sheer size of the 
US armed forces, but also arising from the rivalries between the individual 
services and the jockeying in Congress for power and influence. Thus, when 
in the early 1970s a special counter-terrorist unit was needed to meet the 
same needs as those undertaken by foreign units such as the British 
SAS and the West German GSG9, the only viable solution was to create 
something totally new—1st Special Forces Operational Detachment- 
Delta — rather than adapt one of the existing bodies. 

This overall situation has at last been recognised in the Pentagon by the 
creation on January 1 r 1984, of the Joint Special Operations Agency 
(JSOA) to "improve the management and increase the responsiveness of 
these forces to the requirements of the deployed commands/' Further, the 
individual Services have sought (or been forced ) to set their own houses in 
order: the Army set up 1st Special Operations Command in October 1982, 
while the USAF has recently created 23rd Air Force to pull together its 
special forces commitments. It is to be hoped that these steps will lead 
to substantial improvements, provided, of course, these new higher-level 
headquarters do not lead merely to increasing bureaucracy and ossification 
of planning and command. 

In this context the words of Major-General Joseph C, Lutz, Commanding 
General of US 1st Special Operations Command, are of particular interest. 
"In the 1st Special Operations Command we are not sitting around 
patting ourselves on the back because our value has apparently been 
recognised. On the contrary, special operations forces will never be more 
than modest in size. To accomplish the mission set before us, however, 
our soldiers must be extraordinarily professional. We are working at the 


Current United States Special Forces 

Service 

Current Units (inc, reserves) 

Proposed Enhancements 

Army 

One Special Operations 
Command 

7 SF groups 

21 SF battalions 

4 Psyop groups 

12 Psyop battalions 

Two Ranger battalions 

Civil Affairs battalion 

One new SF group to be 
formed. 

Increases in manpower 
and helicopter support. 

Equipment improvement. 

Wavy 

Two Special Warfare Groups Two new SEAL teams. 

3 Special Warfare Units New specialised equipment 

2 Swimmer Delivery Vehicle New facilities 

Teams 

5 SEAL Teams New multi-mission boats. 

2 Special Boat Squadrons 

6 Special Boat Units 

Air Force One Special Operations Wing: Additional MC-130 and 

5 squadrons HH-60D aircraft. 

Two Reserve Specie! Service life extensions for 

Operations Groups: current aircraft. 

3 squadrons 

One helicopter detachment Avionics improvements. 
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Above: Most US elite units practise air-insertion operations, 

business of integrating all elements of the new command into a cohesive 
professional force to meet any mission assigned." 

The current composition of SOF and the presently promised improvements 
are shown in the accompanying table; it should be noted, however, that this 
does not include Delta, which is seeking, quite properly, to disappear into 
the background until it is needed again. 

The USA sees the SOF as having a particularly valuable role in being the 
repository of knowledge and skills of low-intensity warfare {the new name 
for counter-insurgency or counter-revolutionary warfare). To this end SOF 
are specifically trained to understand this type of warfare and to be able to 
train the armed forces of the victims of such aggression, in Fiscal Year 
1981-82, for example, 39 SOF teams carried out such missions, in nations 
including Somalia, Egypt Honduras and El Salvador, while in the first nine 
months of 1983 36 teams assisted 12 different nations. 

But this is not to deny the potential role of SOF in general war, where all 
forces would be involved in operations in their specialised field. Recent 
evidence given by the Department of Defense to Congress, for example, 
may be indicative of the way their thinking is developing. 

"Special operations forces are one of the principal means available to us 
to disrupt the Soviet strategy. Here, again, we see the force multiplying 
effects of special operations forces. General Eisenhower reckoned that 
the activities of indigenous, unconventional elements operating in France 
were worth 15 divisions to him during the invasion of Normandy." 

SOF are capable of direct action in overseas crises for which the use of 
other, higher profile US forces would be inappropriate. This includes hostile 
acts against US citizens abroad by terrorists, dissidents, or even by the 
foreign governments themselves. The USA has used its SOF once in this 
role (in public knowledge, at least) — in the attempted rescue of the US 
Embassy hostages in Teheran, There have been other similar operations. 
The first was the raid by the US Marine Corps on Koh Tang island to seek 
the release of the crew of the SS Mayaguez, and the second the pre¬ 
emptive strike in Grenada to ensure that the American medical students 
on the island were not used as hostages. Both were mounted at very short 
notice, both {although on different scales) used a considerable degree 
of force, and both succeeded in their aim. 

One point of interest in the US SOF organisation is that the airborne units 
and the USMC remain outside it. Indeed, they have never spawned any 
major efite sub-units of their own, apart from the Marines" Force Recon. The 
US Navy's SEALs, for example, perform tasks which might well be thought 
to be a USMC responsibility and which, in other countries are performed by 
marines, such as the British Royal Marines Special Boat Squadron, 
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UNITED STATES AIR FORCE 


23rd Air Force 


T he 23rd Air Force is not in the 
strictest sense, an "elite" unit but 
its operations are so essential to 
the success of other US special 
forces that it must be included in 
any discussion of the subject. On 
March t 1983, all special opera¬ 
tions forces (S0F) of the USAF 
were centralised under Military 
Airlift Command (MAC). This 
brought together 1st Special Op- 
erations Wing (1st SOW) at Hurl- 
burt Field, Florida., which had 
previously been under Tactical Air 
Command (TAG), and the Aero¬ 
space Rescue and Recovery Service 
(ARRS), which had always been 
part of MAC. They are controlled 
by the newly created 23rd Air 
Force which is co-located with 
MAC at Scott Air Force Base, 
Illinois. 

1st Special Operations 
Wing 

1st SOW consists of five Special 
Operations Squadrons (SOS) 
equipped with special versions of 
the C-130 Hercules transport and 
a number of modified helicopters. 
Units of this wing took part in the 
Operation Eagle Claw (the attempt¬ 
ed rescue of the US Embassy 
hostages in Teheran) as well as the 
Grenada rescue mission in 1983. 
The five squadrons are known to 
include 7th SOS (MC-130E), 8th 


SOS (MC-130E) and 16th SOS 
(AC-130), but the detailed com¬ 
position and organisation of 1st 
SOW is highly classified, though 
some details of their equipment are 
known. In 1982 this included the 
equipment listed below. 

Lockheed AC- 130A and AC- 130H 
Hercules gunships. The wing has 
ten of each of these types. The 
AC-130A was developed for use in 
the Southeast Asia wars and armed 
with a variety of weapons ranging 
from Gatling guns to 105mm 
howitzers. The AC-13QH has 
greater range and payload, and 
may have improved armament and 
fire control devices. In the Grenada 
operation AC- 130Hs were reported 
to be firing very close to their own 
troops and with great accuracy. 
Lockheed MC- 130E and MC- 130H 
Hercules■. The wing has 13 of the 
-E type and ten -Hs, with a further 
undisclosed quantity of -Hs on 
order. The MC-130E is a special 
operations version of the C-130E, 
and has special avionics, an ALG-8 
ECM pod under the port wing, 
together with other devices to suit 

Below: Near their base at Hurl- 
burt Field, Florida, men of 1st 
SOW combat control team on 
amphibious training- They are 
carrying GAU-5 assault rifles. 
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at for low-level operations. It is used 
for clandestine in/exfiltration and 
airdrops. The MC-130H, code- 
named Combat Talon, Is an im¬ 
proved -E with increased rangeand 
payload, improved command, con¬ 
trol and communications fits, 
enhanced EClvl equipment, and 
better avionics. 

Sikorsky CH-3E Jolly Green Giant 
This is the USAF version of the 
Sikorsky S-61R, and 1st SOW has 
six. They have armour protection, 
self-sealing fuel tanks, various 
weapons, rescue hoist, and a 
retractable in-flight refuelling probe. 
Bell UH-1N Huey. Ten of these are 
held. This is a late version of the 
famous Huey, and is a militarised 
twin-engined Bell 212. 


Above: Lockheed AC-130A 
Hercules gunship fires its 20mm 
Gatling guns. Note the sensor 
pods and covers along the 
fuselage side. 

Below; MC-130E flying very low 
in rough terrain. Pilots fly their 
machines like fighters, even 
though they were built as long- 
range transports. 

Sikorsky HH-53H Sup er Jolly. Nine 
of these large aircraft are held, 
optimised for special operations. 

In addition, 90 SikorskyHH-6QD 
Night Hawks are to be procured 
for the USAF, of which some are 
to go to 1st SOW. This is a special 
operations version of the UH-60 ► 
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UNITED STATES AIR FQRCE/23rd AfR FORCE 


► helicopter, optimised for the com¬ 
bat air rescue mission. It is equip¬ 
ped with terrain-following radar, 
forward-looking infra-red (FUR), 
extra fuel, a rescue hoist armoured 
protection, and an armament mix 
of guns and missiles. 

A new helicopter—AF3-X—is due 
to be brought into service in 1986 
to improve 1st SOW's medium-lift 
capability. 

ARRS 

Like 1st SOW, ARRS is equipped 
with a mixture of C-13Q Fiercules 
aircraft and helicopters; indeed, it 
was this commonality of equipment 
that was one of the reasons for 
bringing them together. The ARRS 
was established on March 13, 
1946, as part of Air Transport 
Command, in 1948 it moved to 
Military Air Transport Service 
(MATS) which in turn became 
MAC. The ARRS consists of some 
3,800 men and women, and 
possesses some 210 aircraft, of 
which 50 are fixed-wing and the 
remainder helicopters. ARRS 
mission ranges from combat rescue 
through peacetime search-and- 
rescue to weather reconnaissance 
and atmospheric sampling. In its 
combat rescue role ARS has saved 
996 Jives in Korea and 2,759 in the 
Southeast Asia wars. 

ARRS afso provides recovery 
support for the National Aero¬ 
nautics and Space Agency (NASA), 
starting with the Mercury series 
and continuing through Apollo to 
the current Shuttle programme. 
The ARRS weather reconnaissance 



force is composed of WC-130 
aircraft which routinely locate and 
penetrate hurricanes and typhoons, 
an activity requiring the very high¬ 
est degree of courage and flying 
skills. One curious addition to the 
ARRS role is the support of Stra¬ 
tegic Air Command's (SAC) missile 
sites. Carried out by 37th Aero¬ 
space Rescue and Recovery Squad¬ 
ron at Warren AFB, Wyoming, 
these tasks include escorting missile 

Below: USAF pilot acting as the 
target in a 23rd Air Force SAR 
training exercise in the Pacific 
awaits pick-up by UH-1 Huey. 











































convoys, personnel and equipment 
transportation and other logistic 
support. Two versions of the ubi¬ 
quitous C-130 deserve mention. 
Lockheed HC-130H. This model 
was developed especially for ARRS 
and has extended range and a fold- 
out device on the nose to assist in 
the snatching of men or equipment 
from the ground, using the "sky¬ 
hook" technique. The JHC-130H 
has further gear to assist in the 
recovery of space capsules in the 
air. 

Lockheed WC-1308 and WC- 
130H\ These models are specially 
fitted for weather reconnaissance. 


Above: Aerospace Rescue and 
Recovery HC-130H retrieves 
package returned from space 
in routine recovery mission. 

Uniforms 

1st SOW and ARRS members 
wear standard USAF uniforms, but 
with appropriate shoulder badges. 
Some ARRS personnel, however, 
are parachute-qualified, and these 
men wear maroon berets and jump 
wings. 

Below: inside an HC-130H a 23rd 
Air Force SAR team prepares for 
a parachute jump over Alaska. 


























UNITED STATES ARMY 

82nd Airborne Division 


T he US Army's only full-time para¬ 
chute formation is 82nd Airborne 
Division, based at Fort Bragg in 
North Carolina, It is part of XVI31 
Airborne Corps, the other element 
of which is 101st Airborne Division 
(Air Assault), a 17,900-strong 
force, based on heliborne tactics 
utilising the UH-60 Black Hawk 
helicopter The corps is so large it 
requires the XVIII Corps' 1st Corps 
Support Command to look after it. 

The mission of 82nd Airborne 
Division includes as Its primary 
task (as should every parachute 
formation) that of seizing from the 
air important ground objectives 
and holding them until conventional 
ground troops can join up and 
relieve them. As currently tasked, 
82nd Airborne Division is at the 
forefront of the US Rapid Deploy¬ 
ment Force, its unique contribution 
being its jump capability. 


On battalion is always at 18 
hours readiness to deploy, with one 
of its companies at 2 hours notice. 
This is backed up the the remainder 
of the Division's Ready Brigade, 
nearly 4,000 strong, which would 
follow-up within 24 hours. 

The US forces can actually 
achieve this ambitious goal, and 
the 82nd is backed up by an 
enormous force of USAF parachute- 
capable aircraft, including many 
hundred Lockheed C-141 Star- 
Lifters and C-130 Hercules, The 
C-14 Is regularly display their ability 
to fly from the United States across 
the Atlantic and drop paratroops 
direct onto Dropping Zones (DZ) in 

Below: Squad machine-gun crew 
with their M60. The "Airborne" 
flash clearly identifies them as 
soldiers of the elite US Army 
82nd Airborne Division. 



West Germany. Once committed 
to such an operation 82nd Airborne 
Division has sufficient material 
supplies (ammunition, rations, 
water and fuel) for three days at 
combat rates, but aerial resupply 
would then become essential. 

A Container Delivery System 
(CDS) has been developed which 
enables a fully stocked resupply 
container to be delivered with 
great accuracy within a 109 x 437 
yard (100 x 400m) area. Fixed 
resupply DZs are thus no longer 
necessary, thus absolving the 
ground troops from a major defen¬ 
sive problem which has caused 
great difficulties in previous para¬ 
chute operations. Each CDS 
container can carry 20,0003b 
(9,072kg) of stores; C-130s can 
carry up to 16 and C-141s28. 

The airlift capability is improving. 
Stretched C-141s are now in ser¬ 


vice and the rewinging of the giant 
Lockheed C-5 Galaxy aircraft is 
well in hand. Also a future possibility 
is the C-17 transport which is 
intended for both strategic and 
tactical airlift and would include 
an in-fJight refuelling capability, 
currently lacking on USAF C- 130s. 

Organisation 

82nd Airborne Division is made up 
of three brigades, each of three 
parachute battalions, together with 
an integral Divisional Support 
Command, There are three field 
artillery battalions, each with 
eighteen 105mm towed howitzers. 
The divisional tank battalion has 54 
M551 Sheridan armoured recon¬ 
naissance vehicles, which have the 
great advantage of being air¬ 
droppable. They have not been an 
outstanding success in US Army 
service, however, nor could they ► 
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UNITED STATES ARMY/82nd AIRBORNE DfV. 



Above: US Army paratrooper 
has his equipment checked prior 
to making a jump on Exercise 
Bright Star J 83. Main parachute 
is on his back, reserve in front. 

► provide the airborne division with a 
genuine anti-armour capability. 

Aviation support integral to 82nd 
Airborne Division is considerable. 
This includes 48 AH-1S Cobras 
armed with TOW missiles, 90 
UH-1H Huey transport helicopters 
(to be replaced by Black Hawk 
UH-60s) and 59 OH-58 Kiowa 
reconnaissance helicopters. 

Selection and training 

Soldiers can enter the US airborne 
forces direct but must pass a 
rigorous selection, training and 
parachute course before being a 
full member of the division. Training 
of the units within the division is 
particularly intense and the three 
brigades rotate through a three- 
cycles-per-quarter system. There is 
also a host of exercises ranging 
from divisional down to company 
level, all aimed at keeping the 
fighting edge of the units razor 
sharp. Every soldier and officer, 
including women, in the division 
must be (and remain) parachute 
qualified, the standard equipment 
currently being the MC1-1B steer¬ 
able 'chute. 


Above right: Men of 82nd 
Airborne Division moving off 
from Salines Airfield. Grenada. 
This successful undertaking has 
raised morale in all US forces. 

Weapons and equipment 

Crucial to the equipment policy of 
the division is the tactical concept 
which is based upon the Airborne 
Anti-Armour Defence (AAAD). 
Terrain, coupled with natural and 
man-made obstacles, is used to 
create "islands' 1 of mutually- 
supporting anti-armour weapon 
teams, supported, of course, by 
artillery and close air support. 
Enemy armour would be canalised 
into killing zones where they would 
be destroyed piecemeal from the 
flanks and rear. 

This concept requires an anti-tank 
system capable of air delivery and 
with effective ranges out to 3,280 
yards (3,000m). There is also a 
requirement for i nteg ra I air su pport 
and for an armoured counter-attack 
force, Any sophisticated enemy 
can also be expected to throw 
considerable air assets at any 
major airborne landing, making air ► 

Right: Paratroopers of 82nd 
Airborne Division boarding a 
C-130. This fine aircraft is 
one of the best para mounts 
ever, although not the greatest! 
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► defence a major requirement for 
the 82nd. 

To meet these needs 82nd Air¬ 
borne Division is equipped with 
light, effective weapons systems, 
although most of it is standard 
Army issue, and there is nothing 
like the ra nge of special ly developed 
equipment available to the Soviet 
airborne forces. Main anti-armour 
weapon is the highly effective TOW 
crew-served missile system, backed 
up by the M47 Dragon, and Light 
Anti-tank Weapon (LAW), both of 
which are shoulder-launched. 

The M551 Sheridan soldiers on 
in 82nd, but is overdue for replace¬ 
ment by a more satisfactory system. 
This is a major deficiency area, as 
any large airborne force is at its 
most vulnerable in the early few 
days of deployment, especially 
from armoured attack. Anti-tank 
systems such as TOW can go part 
of the way to meeting the require¬ 
ment but a mobile reserve striking 
force is essential, and this is 
currently lacking. 

As described above there is a 
large helicopter component in the 
division and the AH-1S could be 
expected to make a significant 
addition to the anti-tank capability. 
For air defence the division is 
armed with 48 six-barrel Gatlings 
(the Vulcan system) on wheeled 
mounts, backed up by Stinger, a 
man-portable shoulder-launched 
missiie. 

Uniforms 

The uniforms and insignia of the 
82nd Airborne Division are re¬ 
markably conventional. Normal US 
Army camouflage combat uniforms 
are worn, with the standard helmet. 
"Subdued" rank and qualification 
badges are worn, together with the 
,J AA" (All-American) divisional patch 
on the left sleeve. A maroon beret 
is now being worn again, having 
been discontinued in the years 
1978-80, greatly to the indignation 
of the airborne officers and soldiers. 

Left; Exercise Bright Star r 83 
included combined drops by 
paratroops of 82nd Airborne Di¬ 
vision and the Egyptian Army. 
Upper C-130 is Egyptian, while 
lower aircraft is a USAF MC-13GE 
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UNITED STATES ARMY 


Delta 


U S Army Colonel Charles Beck¬ 
with served with the British 
SAS in 1962-63 and on his return 
to the US Army sought to form a 
unit with the same organisation, 
ideals and functions as the SAS, 
After numerous attempts spread 
over many years he succeeded, 
and the new force—named 1st 
Special Forces Operational Detach¬ 
ment-Delta (Delta, for short} —was 
authorised on November 19, 1977. 
This unit should not be confused 
with the Delta Project (Detachment 
B-52) set up by the Special Forces 
in Vietnam in the mid-1960s {and 
at one time commanded by Beck¬ 
with), which was a totally different 
organisation and concept. 

The prime role of Delta was to 
deal with terrorist incidents affect¬ 
ing US interests, a very topical 
requirement in the light of the rash 
of such incidents at that time, such 
as the Munich Olympic Games 
hostage incident (August 1972) 
and the Mogadishu rescue opera¬ 
tion by GSG 9 (October 1977), 


Following its setting up, Delta 
proceeded to select and train its 
men, and various unit tasks were 
successfully undertaken. Then, on 
November 4, 1979, Iranian 

"students" broke into the US 
Embassy in Teheran, taking all the 
staff hostage, and from then on 
Delta was increasingly deeply in¬ 
volved in planning’a rescue opera¬ 
tion, culminating in the actual 
attempt on April 24/25, 1980, 

Organisation 

Following the SAS pattern, Delta 
itself is divided into squadrons, 
which in turn are sub-divided into 
troops. The troops are 16 men 
strong, capable of operating either 
as a troop, or in two groups of 
eight, four groups of four, or eight 
groups of two. In its early stages 
there was only one squadron (A 
Squadron) but this split into two, 
forming B Squadron, in early 
1979, 

After the failure of the Teheran 
rescue operation a top-level re- ► 
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Left; US Army officer from 
Special Forces Project Delta in 
South Vietnam. Colonel Beckwith 
was with this unit 1965-66 and 
founded the quite separate 1st 
Special Forces Operational 
Detachment-Delta in 1977. 


Above; US SOF trooper (un¬ 
known unit) armed with Czech 
7.62mm Model 58P rifle. Many 
elite units specialise in training 
on foreign small arms, which 
may be captured on operations 
and used for deception purposes. 
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assessment was undertaken. Its 
report made a series of recom¬ 
mendations, and it is to be assumed 
that those affecting the organ¬ 
isation of the USAs counter¬ 
terrorist forces have been imple¬ 
mented. These were: 

" Recommendation . It is recom¬ 
mended that a Counter-terrorist 
Joint Task Force (CTJTF] be estab¬ 
lished as a field agency of the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff with permanently 
assigned staff personnel and cer¬ 
tain assigned forces. 

"Mission, The CTJTF, as directed 
by the National Command Authority 
(NCA), through the Joint Chiefs of 
Staff, would plan, train for, and 
conduct operations to counter 
terrorist activities directed against 
the United States interests, citizens 
and/or property outside the United 
States. 

"Concept The CTJTF would be 
designed to provide the NCA with 
a range of options utilizing US 
military forces in countering ter¬ 
rorist acts. Such forces might 
range from a small force cf highly 
trained specialized personnel to a 
larger joint force. 

"Relationships, The Commander, 
CTJTF fCOMCTJTF), would be 
responsible directly to the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff. The CTJTF staff 
should be filled with individuals of 
all four Services, selected on the 
basis of their specialized capabilities 


in the field of special operations of 
various types. 

" Forces . The organic forces 
permanently assigned to the JTF 
should be small and limited to 
those which have a unique capa¬ 
bility in special operations." 

It would seem a safe assumption 
that Delta is at the heart of those 
permanently assigned forces with 
such a "unique capability". 

Selection and training 

While under Colonel Beckwith's 
command Delta's selection and 
training processes were essentially 
similar to those used by the SAS. 
Since he handed over command 
these processes will doubtless have 
been refined by the new com¬ 
manding-officer, but will probably 
be fundamentally unaltered. Selec¬ 
tion courses will have the accent 
on individual qualities and potential, 
but weeding out the "gung-ho" 
adventurist, who is as much a ► 

Bight: A Delta trooper at Desert 
One. His jacket has a US flag 
covered by a patch which would 
have been ripped off at the 
Embassy, 

Below: RH-53D helicopters on 
board USS Nimitz training for 
the Teheran rescue. Deltas most 
public test so far, which failed 
through no fault of Delta's. 



118 





US Navy watchkeeping 

woollen knitted 

cap &L#:. 


M60 7 62mm MG 


US flag 
recognition 
patch covered 
with black 
tape y 


Belted 7.62mm 
ammunition 


Grenade 


Water bottle 


Levis 


Unpolished 
black leather 
boots 












UNITED STATES ARMY/DELTA 
► menace to his comrades as he is to 
himself. Very high shooting stan¬ 
dards are set; for example, snipers 
must achieve 100 per cent shots 
on target at 600 yards {548m) and 
90 per cent at 1 r 000 yards (914m). 
Much use is made of the "shooting 
house" in training men to deal with 
terrorists in buildings and aircraft 
cabins, to ensure that the terrorists 


and not hostages are killed. 

Weapons and equipment 

Very little is known of Delta's 
equipment and weapons, although 
clearly they will be able to get most 
of what the most technologically 
advanced country in the world can 
provide. It is certainly known that 
their snipers use the Remington 


Operation Eagle Claw Rescue attempt in Iran, 1980 


On November 4 r 1979 a group of 
Iranian "students" poured into the 
US Embassy compound in Teheran 
and held the 53 occupants hostage 
for the ensuing months, plus a 
further three in the Foreign Mini¬ 
stry, From the earliest days of the 
crisis one of the options under 
constant review and development 
was a military rescue, although 
both diplomatic and military en¬ 
deavours were constantly be¬ 
devilled by the continuing chaos in 
Iran, the uncertain ever-changing 
intentions of the captors, and the 
vacillating position of the Iranian 
leadership. An unchanging factor 
was the remoteness of Teheran 
from available US bases. The plan 
that was eventually decided upon 
centred on Colonel Beckwith and 
Delta, although it obviously involved 
many more both directly and in¬ 
directly. The overall codename was 
Operation Eagle Claw, while the 
helicopter element was designated 
Operation Evening Light. 

The plan 

The plan was relatively simple, 
complicated mainly by the problems 
of time and space, and comprised 
some preliminary moves and a 
three-phase operation. 

Preliminary moves. In the pre¬ 
liminary moves Delta was to fly, via 
Germany and Egypt, to Masirah 
airfield in Oman. There they would 
transfer to C-130s and, flying 
at very low level to avoid the 
radar, cross the Gulf of Oman and 
southern Iran to land at Desert 
One, a remote site in the Dasht-e- 
Karir Salt Desert 265 nautical 
miles {490km) south east of 
Teheran, Meanwhile, eight US Navy 
RH-53D helicopters, which had 


been deployed some weeks earlier 
via Diego Garcia would take off 
from the USS Nimitz and, flown 
(also at very low level) by their US 
Marine Corps crews, join up with 
the main party at Desert One. 
Phase J: Insertion. At Desert One 
the plan was for the six C-130s 
{three troop carriers; three to 
refuel the helicopters) to land and 
await the helicopters, who were 
scheduled to arrive some 30 
minutes later. Because Desert One 
was beside a road (judged to be 
little used) a 12-strong Road Watch 
Team was the first to deploy to 
intercept and detain any passing 
Iranians. When they had refuelled 
the helicopters were to load the 
assault team and fly on towards 
Teheran, dropping off the men at a 
fanding-zone and then proceeding 
to their helicopter hide some 15 
miles {24km) to the north. The 
assa ult grou p was to be met by two 
agents at the landing zone and 
guided by them to a remote wadi, 
some 5 miles away {8km), Heli¬ 
copters and men would then rest in 
their hides through the day, 

Phase HA: The rescue. After last 
light one agent would take the 12 
drivers/translators to collect six 
Mercedes trucks, while the other 
agent would take Colonel Beckwith 
on a route reconnaissance. At 
2030 hours the complete unit 
would embus at the hide and drive 
to Teheran, the actual rescue op¬ 
eration starting between 2300 and 
2400 hours, Flaving disposed of 
the guards and released the 
hostages, it was planned to call in 
the helicopters, either to the em¬ 
bassy compound if an LZ could be 
cleared {the students had erected 
poles to prevent a surprise landing) 
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40XB rifle with 12x Redfield 
telescopic sights, and for the 
Teheran operation two out of three 
machine-gunners were armed with 
M60s while the third had a Heckler 
and Koch HK21. 

For units such as Delta, which 
may have to operate outside their 
own country and in remote areas, 
communications are obviously 


critical. According to Colonel Beck¬ 
with's account on the Teheran 
operation he had man-portable 
satellite ground terminals which 
enabled him to communicate from 
Desert One (see Operation Eagle 
Claw, which follows) back to 
Washington, and would have also 
given him links between the various 
"hide locations" within Iran. 



or, if this was impracticable, to a 
nearby football stadium. Once all 
the hostages were clear the assault 
party would be taken out by 
helicopter, the White Element (see 
table) being the last out. 

Phase UB: Rescue at the Foreign 
Ministry. Concurrently with Phase 
11A the 13-man special team would 
assault the Foreign Ministry, rescue ► 


Above: The Eagle Claw plan was 
for helicopters [red) to fly from 
USS Nimitz (1) to Desert One 

[2) , pick up Delta, flown in by 
C-130 (blue), then fly to hides 

(3) near Teheran ( 4 ). Helicopters 
would take the freed hostages 
to an airstrip (5} held by US 
Rangers. They would then fly 
out in C-141s (green). 


121 




































UNITED STATES ARMY/DELTA 

► the hostages there, and take them 
to an adjacent park where they 
would all be picked up by a 
helicopter. 

Phase iff: Extraction. While the 
action was taking place in Teheran 
a Ranger contingent would seize 
Manzarieh airfield, some 35 miles 
(56km) to the south, and several 
C-141 turbojet transports would 
fly in. Once everyone had been 
evacuated from Teheran to Manz- 
arieh they would be flown out in 
the C-141s r the Rangers leaving 
last All surviving helicopters would 
be abandoned at Manzarieh. 
Contingency plans. Various con¬ 
tingencies were foreseen and plans 
made accordingly; for example, in 
the event that not enough heli¬ 
copters were available to lift every¬ 
one out of Teheran in one lift. One 
critically important condition had 
been agreed throughout the plan¬ 
ning, namely that there had to be 
an absolute minimum of six heli¬ 
copters to fly out of Desert One. 
Command and control. The ground 
force commander was Colonel 
Beckwith, who reported to Major- 
General James Vaught the Com¬ 
mander Joint Task Force (COMJTF) 
who was at Wadi Kena airfield in 
Egypt; they were linked by portable 
satellite systems. General Vaught 
had a similar link back to Washing¬ 
ton, DC, where General David 
Jones, the Chairman of the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff, was in session with 
President Jimmy Carter throughout 



the critical hours of the operation. 
In a last-minute change of plans Air 
Force Colonel James Kyle was 
appointed commander at Desert 
One. 


Operation Eagle Claw: Ground Personnel 


Group_Strength_Origin_Task 


Main Assault Group - 
Reef Element 

Blue Element 

White Element 

40 

40 

13 

Delta 

Secure Western end of compound. 
Secure Eastern sector of Embassy. 
Secure Roosevelt Avenue during 
main action, then cover withdrawal 
to football stadium. 

Foreign Ministry 
Assault Team 

13 

Special 

Forces unit 

Rescue 3 hostages held in Foreign 
Ministry building in Teheran. 

Road Wa tch 

Team 

12 

Rangers 

Mostly Rangers, but with some 

Delta soldiers. 

Driving Team 

12 

Volunteers 

6 drivers; 6 assistants/inter prefers- 

Iranian general 

2 

— 

General on-site assistance 

DoD Agents 

4 

- 

Positioned in Teheran prior to 
operation: organise/act as guides, 

Manzarieh Airfield 
Defence Team 

Company 

Rangers 

Take and hold airfield for fly-out. 

Commander Joint 

Task Force (COMJTF) 

? 

7 

Located at Wadi Kena. Egypt then 
fly to Manzarieh during evacuation 
phase. 
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Execution 

The C-141 airlift of the ground 
party from the USA to Masirah 
went according to plan, as did the 
C-130 flights to Desert One. The ► 


Above: RH-53Ds are readied for 
Eagle Claw. Optimised for mine- 
sweeping, the RH-53D had good 
range and payload and was 
shipboard compatible. 



Operation Eagle Claw: Aircraft 

Aircraft 

Type 

Number 

Tasks 

MC-130E 

Hercules 

Special operations aircraft 
with special avionics fit. 

3 

Fly men and stores from Masirah 
io Desert One. Two to return to ! 

Masirah at once (empty), the third i 

to wait for Road Watch Team. 

EC-13GE 

Hercules 

Command and control 
conversion of C-130 

3 

Carry fuel from Masirah to 

Desert One to refuel helicopters, 

RH-53D Mines wee ping version of 

Sea Stallion H-53 helicopter, selected 
because of its combination 
of range, payload, shipboard 
compatibility and security 
considerations. 

3 

Fly empty from USS Nimitz to Desert 
One. Pick up men and stores, fly them 
to hide site, then go to separate 
helicopter hide. Next night fly to 

Teheran, extract hostages/rescue 
force and take to Mansarieh. 

ACM 30 E 
Hercules 

Specialised J, gunship f ' 
version of C-130. 

4 

One over Teheran to prevent Iranian 
reinforcements reaching embassy. 

One over Teheran airfield to prevent 
Iranian aircraft taking phi. Two reserves. 

C-141 

Stgrlifter 

Military transport aircraft 

3 

Fly into Manzariah to extract whole 
force on completion of operation. ! 

C-130 

Hercules 

Military tactical transport 

3(?J 

Fly Ranger company into Manzarieh 
to take and hold airfield. 
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► first aircraft, carrying Colonels 
Beckwith and Kyle, Blue Element 
and the Road Watch Team, landed 
safely and the Road Watch Team 
deployed, immediately having to 
stop a bus containing 45 people 
who were detained under guard. 
Minutes later two more vehicles 
appeared from the south; the first, 
a petrol tanker, was hit by an 
anti-tank rocket and burst into 
flames, but the driver escaped in 
the second vehicle which drove off 
at high speed. The first C-130 then 
took off, leaving those on the 
ground briefly on their own. The 
second C-130 then came in and 
unloaded and, after the remaining 
four C-13Gs had landed, took off 
again for Masirah. The four C-130s 
and the ground party then waited 
for the helicopters—and waited. 

The helicopters were, quite literal¬ 
ly, the key to the operation. The 
eight helicopters had taken off 
from USS Nimitz {some 50 miles 
off the Iranian coast) at 1930 
hours (local) and headed north for 
Desert One. At about 2145 hours 
helicopter No 6 indicated an im¬ 
pending catastrophic blade failure, 
one of the two really critical 
problems requiring an abort. The 
crew landed, confirmed the prob¬ 


lem, removed sensitive documents 
and were then picked up by heli¬ 
copter No 8 which then followed 
the other some minutes behind. 

About one hour later the leading 
RH-53Ds ran into a very severe 
and totally unexpected dust storm; 
all emerged from this, flew on for 
an hour and then encountered a 
second and even worse dust storm. 
The helicopter force commander— 
Major Seiffert, USMC—had earlier 
lost his inertial navigation system 
and, entirely blinded, flew back out 
of the first dust storm and landed, 
accompanied by helicopter No, 2. 
Major Seiffert had a secure radio 
link to COMJTF, who told him that 
the weather at Desert One was 
clear; consequently, after some 20 
minutes on the ground both aircraft 
took off again and followed the 
others to Desert One. 

Meanwhile, helicopter No. 5 
suffered a major electrical failure 
and lost most instruments. With no 
artificial horizon or heading, and 
with mountains ahead, he was 
compelled to abort, and returned 
to the Nimitz: thus leaving six 
helicopters to continue the mission. 

The first helicopter (No, 3) 
cleared the dust storm some 30nm 
(56km) from Desert One and. 




















































using the burning Iranian petrol 
tanker as a beacon, landed some 
50 minutes late. The remaining 
aircraft straggled in over the next 
half-an-hour r all coming from 
different directions (except Nos, 1 
and 2, which were together). The 
crews were very shaken by their 
experience, but the helicopters 
were quickly moved to their tanker 
C-I30s r refuelling began, and the 
assault party started to board their 
designated aircraft. 

Colonel Beckwith was fretting 
on the ground, 90 minutes behind 
schedule when he was informed 
that helicopter No. 2 had had a 
partial hydraulic failure during the 
flight; the pilot had continued to 
Desert One in the hope of effecting 
repairs, but these proved im¬ 
possible. After a quick discussion, 
Colonel Kyle spoke to General 
Vaught in Egypt, who countered 
with a suggestion that they con¬ 
tinue with five, despite the agreed 
plan that six was the absolute 
minimum. 

The decision to call the whole 
thing off was quickly reached, 
however, although whether it was 
made at Desert One or in far-off 
Washington has never been clearly 
established. But there was no 


problem in aborting at this stage, 
the only minor complication being 
that helicopter No. 4, which had 
been on the ground longest, needed 
to top up with fuel before setting 
off to the Nimitz. Only one C-130 
had enough fuel left and to clear a 
space for No. 4 helicopter No, 3 
took off and banked to the left but 
because of the height (5,000ft/ 
1,525m} and its weight (42,0001b/ 
19,050kg}, it could not maintain 
the hover and slid back straight 
into the C-130. It was just 0240 
hours. 

The effect was instantaneous 
and disastrous: both aircraft ex¬ 
ploded, debris flew around and 
ammunition began to cook off. Rve 
USAF aircrewmen in the C-130 
and three marines in the RH-53D 
died, but 64 Delta men inside the 
C-130 escaped quickly from the 
aircraft and rescued the loadmaster. 
The decision was then made to 
abandon the remaining helicopters 
and the whole party returned to 
Masirah In the three C-130s. 

Below: RH-53D helicopters 
flying in formation before the 
raid. They were both the key to 
success and the ultimate cause 
of the operation's failure. 
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Rangers 

G eneral Creighton Abrams, 
former US Army chief of Staff, 
described the Rangers as follows: 
JJ The Ranger battalion is to be an 
elite, light and the most proficient 
infantry battalion in the world, a 
battalion that can do things with its 
hands and weapons better than 
anyone. Wherever the Ranger bat¬ 
talion goes, it is apparent that it is 
the best." 

The United States Army has two 
battalions of Rangers. Officially 
they are the 1st and 2nd Battalions 
of the 75th Infantry Regiment 
(1/75 and 2/75), but they are 
more popularly known as the First 
and Second Ranger Battalions. 
1/75 is based in south-east USA at 
Fort Stewart, Georgia, while 2/75 
is at Fort Lewis in Washington 
State. A third battalion {3/75 
Infantry) will be activated in late 
1984 at Fort Benning, Georgia. 
The US Army Rangers are the 
spiritual descendants of the old 
Indian fighters led by Major Robert 
Rogers in the pre-revolutionary 
colonial army, a tradition which 
was revived in World War 11 by 
Merril's Marauders in Burma and 
by Darby's Rangers in Europe, The 
latter, long forgotten force com¬ 
prised six battalions which were 
raised and trained in the USA, and 
which fought with distinction in 
Sicily and Italy. Ranger units remain¬ 
ed in the US Army's order of battle 
until the end of the Korean War, 
when they were quietly disbanded. 


and most of their tasks were picked 
up by the Special Forces. 

In the post-Vietnam trauma the 
Special Forces were reduced 
drastically, and devoted most of 
their energies to a simple fight for 
survival. The Ranger School had 
been operating for many years to 
maintain a good standard of leader¬ 
ship in the Army and in 1975 it was 
decided that two Ranger battalions 
should be re-formed, to perform a 
number of unique missions. 

The Ftangers were earmarked to 
take part in the Iranian hostages 
rescue mission and were about to 
fly into Iran when the mission was 
cancelled due to the disaster of 
Desert One (see entry on "Special 
ForcesT). Their first operational 
opportunity did not, therefore, 
arise until the Grenada operation in 
1982, when they spearheaded the 
landing on Port Malines airfield. 

In general war the Ranger^ tasks 
include deep reconnaissance into 
enemy territory, strategic raids, 
ambushes and other high-priority 
missions. Peacetime tasks include 
raids requiring special expertise, 
particularly in the anti-terrorist 
field. 

Below: US Army Rangers of 75th 
Infantry Regiment on patrol in 
swamp country. They are armed 
with the M16A1 rifle; note how 
the nearest soldier has two 
magazines taped together to 
give rapid change-over in action. 
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Organisation 

The two Ranger battalions reported 
direct to Forces Command, but in 
October 1982 became part of the 
newly-created 1 st Special Op¬ 
erations Command, which has its 
headquarters at Fort Bragg. 1/75 
and 2/75 have a conventional 
organisation of three companies 
and an HQ company, with a total 
unit strength of 606 men. Among 
attached specialists are three teams 
from the U$AF, each of a Forward 
Air Controller (FAC) and a radio 
operator. (These men are airborne 
qualified, but surprisingly do not 
have to attend the Ranger course.) 

AIJ men in the two battalions are 
volunteers and come from other 
units of the Army, They do a 
standard two year tour, which can 
be extended by six months, subject 
to a recommendation by the com¬ 
manding officer 

Weapons and equipment 

1/75 and" 2/75 are equipped as 
light infantry battalions, and the 
heaviest weapon is the 90mm 
recoilfess rifle. Squads are armed 
with an M60 MG, M203 grenade 


Above: Ranger carrying M16A1 
rifle fitted with M203 grenade 
launcher below the barrel. Sight 
for firing the grenade is above 
barrel. Range 440yd (400m). 

launcher, and the balance with 
M16A1 rifles. Company head¬ 
quarters include a M224 60mm 
mortar. Some individuals such as 
radio operators, senior NCGs and 
officers carry the CAR-15 short- 
barrelled weapon. All ranks are 
trained on foreign weapons, 
especially those of the Warsaw 
Pact and NATO, 

Selection and training 

Volunteers for the Ranger battalions 
must be airborne qualified, and 
many go straight from the Ranger 
School course. Attendance at that 
course is not a prerequisite, how¬ 
ever, and young soldiers can go 
direct to the Ranger I ndoctrination 
Program (ominously abbreviated 
to "RIP"), which is three weeks 
long. This starts with physical 
(including swimming) tests, and 
some eight parachute jumps from 
aCH-47. h 
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► The course concentrates on basic 
military skills and brings weapon¬ 
handling and infantry tactics up to 
a very high standard. The students 
are deliberately put under con¬ 
siderable stress. Courses are usually 
about 30 strong {minimum is 10) 
and an average of some 70 per 
cent pass and go on to one of the 
battalions. Those who have not 
already done so will normally go on 
the Ranger School course after 
some 6 to 9 months in the unit; 
their pass rate is very high. 


The two battalions have a very 
arduous training schedule, and 
divide their year into two 5%-month 
periods, separated by two-week 
block leaves. Training exercises are 
conducted all over the USA, and 
abroad wherever possible, with the 
particular aim of finding different 
climates and environments. 

The US Army's Ranger School is 
an unusual institution. It has existed 
for many years, even when there 
were no Ranger units as such, with 
the aim of training officers and 


Rescue in Grenada October 25 1983 


Following the inglorious end of the 
Vietnam War, American forces 
tried to keep a low profile on the 
international scene. Two rescue 
operations were attempted in 
efforts to secure the release of the 
crew of the Mayaguez and the 
Iranian embassy hostages, US 
troops also took part in various 
peacekeeping forces such as those 


in the Sinai and in Beirut. However, 
major use of force was eschewed 
for both international and domestic 
reasons. 

But in October 1983 President 
Reagan decided that the United 
States should join with six Carib¬ 
bean states in the invasion of the 
island of Grenada "to restore peace, 
order and respectfor human rights; 
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NCOs. The whole gamut of "Ranger 
skills?' is taught including land 
navigation, patrolling, weapon 
handling, hand-to-hand combat 
survival, and mountaineering. The 
under-lying purpose of the course, 
however, is to improve the stan¬ 
dards of self-confidence and 
leadership throughout the army as 
whole (a few students also attend 
from the USAF and USMC). The 
course consists of three-week 
modules and those who pass can 
wear the Ranger flash. 


Uniform 

Dress is standard US Army uniform, 
with standard badges and embel¬ 
lishments. Those who wear the 
"Ranger" flash on their right sleeve 
do so because they have passed 
Ranger School and not because 
they are in a Ranger unit. Trainees 
wear jungle fatigues and the patrol 
hat during training, while qualified 
members of the battalions wear 
camouflage suits. The only obvious 
item of Ranger dress is the black 
beret with the Ranger badge. 


to evacuate those who wish to 
leave; and to help the Grenadians 
re-establish governmental institu¬ 
tions." On October 19, Grenada's 
Prime Minister, Maurice Bishop 
and several Cabinet members and 
labour leaders had been murdered 
by their former military associates, 
and a Revolutionary Military Council 
had later been announced, amid 

Left: Grenada is a tiny island 
in the Caribbean but the USA 
was determined that it would not 
be another Cuba. 

Below: US Rangers move off 
from Port Salines airfield, 
Grenada. It was a short, sharp 
campaign, lasting from October 
25 to November 2 , 1983, during 
which surprise piayed a major 
part in its undoubted success, 


rumours that other government 
members had been murdered. US 
Intelligence reported Soviet/Cuban 
backing for the revolutionary 
regime, with Cubans actually 
establishing on the island new 
fortifications, arms caches and 
military communications. 

President Regan viewed Grenada 
as "a Soviet-Cuban colony being 
readied as a major military bastion 
to export and undermine demo¬ 
cracy," Uppermost in his mind was 
the position of some 1,000 US 
citizens, and especially the 600- 
odd young Americans at a medical 
school near the Port Salines airfield. 
The prospect of these youngsters 
being held hostage by the Marxist 
government was very serious and 
would have provided a far worse 
crisis than even that of the Iranian 
embassy staff. ► 
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► Information on the resisting 
troops and their dispositions in 
Grenada seem to have been fairly 
sparse, but the US forces had three 
immediate objectives within the 
overall mission of the total capture 
of the whole island and the restora¬ 
tion of a democratic government 
These three tasks were the freeing 
of the 600 medical students, the 
release of the governor (Sir Paul 
Scoones} and the defeat of the 
Cuban troops on the island, US 
Navy Seals were responsible for 
capturing the governor's residence, 
and Marines for the Pearls Airport 
on the island's east coast. The 
crucial task was r however the 
taking of Port Salines airfield, 
which was being constructed and 
guarded by Cubans, This task was 
given to the Rangers, 

Execution 

The Marine assault on Pearls Air¬ 
port began at 0500 hours (local) 
on October 25, while H-hour for 
the Rangers was 0536. The 
Rangers left the staging airfield on 
Barbados in the early hours aboard 
MC-13QE Hercules aircraft of 8th 
Special Operations Squadron, 1st 
Special Operations Wing, USAF, 
based at Hurlburt Reid in Florida. 
These aircraft were accompanied 
by AC-130 Hercules gunships (the 
famous "Spectre^" of the Vietnam 


war) of 16th Special Operations 
Squadron. 

As they came in over Port 
Salines searchlights were suddenly 
switched on, which quickly found 
the lumbering C- 130s and enabled 
the anthaircraft guns to open up on 
both the aircraft and the descend¬ 
ing parachutists. The AC-130$ were 
quickly called into action and 
silenced most of the Cuban guns. 
Among the lead elements in the 
assault was a 12-man team from 
the 317th Tactical Airlift Wing 
responsible for combat control of 
the drop, and these were quickly 
inside the air traffic control building. 

Once on the ground the Rangers, 
told to expect some 500 Cubans 
(350 "workers" and a "small" 
mil itary advisory team) found them¬ 
selves under attack from some 
600 well armed professional 
soldiers. The Cubans were armed 
with mortars and machine-guns, 
and had at least six armoured 
personnel carriers, A brisk battle 
developed in which the Rangers 
quickly gained the upper hand, and 

Right: Men of 2/75th Rangers 
receive the Combat Infantry 
badge on return from Grenada. 

Below: The US DoD released this 
photo to show the Soviet in¬ 
fluence on Grenada. 
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by 0700 they were in complete 
control. The runway was cleared of 
obstacles (boulders, vehicles, pipes) 
and at 0715 the first C-130 of the 
second wave was able to land with 
reinforcements. 

The Rangers then moved out 
heading for the medical campus; 
brushing aside snipers and scatter¬ 
ed resistance, they reached their 
objective by 0830 hours, to be 
greeted by some very relieved 
students. This campus—the True 
Blue medical college — was secured 
by 0850, although the other 
medical school at Grand Anse was 
not liberated until the following day 
by airborne troops. 

Assessment 

Which Ranger battalion took part 
has still not been announced public¬ 
ly, although, in view of the haste 


with which the operation was 
mounted, it would seem that only 
the 1/75 in nearby Georgia could 
have reached the Caribbean in 
time. The Rangers played their part 
very well. They led the assault on 
the airfield, against considerable 
resistance, secured their initial 
objective and went on to achieve 
the second all in just under 3% 
hours. In fact the whole Grenada 
operation was mounted so swiftly 
that no national or international 
opposition could be mobilised to 
resist it and the actual attack, even 
though it took longer than antici¬ 
pated, was over before anything 
more dangerous than words could 
be aimed at President Reagan and 
the US Administration. It was a real 
military success, and one in which 
the Rangers acquitted themsefves 
well, as usual. 



















































UNITED STATES ARMY 


Special Forces 


Like the British Special Air Service 
(SAS) the Special Forces of the 
United States Army trace their 
short, but eventful history back to 
World War 13. During a visit to the 
United Kingdom, General George 
C. Marshall, then the US Army's 
Chief of Staff, received a briefing 
from the energetic and persuasive 
Vice-Admiral Lord Louis Mount- 
batten, the British Chief of Com¬ 
bined Operations. The led General 
Marshall to authorise the raising of 
a combined Canadian and American 
unit—the 1st Special Service Force 
— whose task would be raids and 
strikes. 

This unique force comprised 
three regiments of two battalions 
each. The men were trained in 
demolitions, rock-climbing, am¬ 
phibious assault skiing and para¬ 
chuting, and they fought in the 
Aleutians, North Africa, Italy and 
Southern France. As with other 
special forces, the Special Service 
Force was disbanded with unseemly 
haste in the final days of the war in 
Europe. 

Again reflecting what was hap¬ 
pening in the British Army, the 
Special Forces were resuscitated in 
the early 1950s, with 10th Special 
Forces Group being activated at 
Ford Bragg, North Carolina on 
June 20, 1952, followed by 77th 
Special Forces Group on September 


25, 1953. {The numbering appears 
to have been entirely at random.) 

These were followed by 1st Special 
Forces Group, which was raised on 
June 24, 1957 in Okinawa. This 
group sent a small team to train 58 
men of the South Vietnamese 
Army at Nha Trang during this 
year, beginning a long association 
between the Special Forces and 
the Republic of Vietnam. Next, 5th 
Special Forces Group was raised 
on September 21, 1961, initially at 
Fort Bragg, but later it moved to 
Vietnam and became responsible 
for all Special Forces activities in 
that country. 

President Kennedy became fas¬ 
cinated with the Special Forces 
and visited Fort Bragg in the 
autumn of 1961, where he auth¬ 
orised the wearing of the distinctive 
and symbolical headress—the green 
beret. Also as a result of this visit 
the first troops of the Special t 

Forces deployed to South Vietnam 
in November 1961. 

Below: Special Forces training 
is rigorous and constant and 
takes place at specially 
constructed courses at Army 
bases, such as this one at Fort 
Bragg, as well as "in the field” 
in a variety of terrains from 
desert to snow-covered 
mountains. 







The original idea when the Special 
Forces were raised in the 1950s 
was that they would wage guerrilla 
operations against regular enemy 
troops in a conventional war. ft 
soon became clean however that 
in Vietnam the enemy himself was 
a guerrilla and so the Special 
Forces had to revise their methods. 
One of the principal programmes 
was the raising and training of 
Civilian Irregular Defense Groups 
(CIDG), with more than 80 CIDG 
camps being set up in the years 
1961-65. 


Above; A patrol of the US Army's 
Special Forces in close-country. 
After a postVietnam period of 
neglect the Special Forces (the 
''Green Beret^'} are now in vo gue 
once again. A new HQ has been 
set up, new units formed and 
equipment bought ail spurred 
by events in Latin America. 

The Special Forces eventually 
operated throughout South Viet¬ 
nam in a variety of roles, only some 
of which have so far been revealed. 
They probably had more dealings 
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► with the ABVN (South Vietnamese 
Army} and with the minority peoples 
than had any other element of the 
US forces, and they received many 
awards for heroism and for dedi¬ 
cation to duty. Despite this, their 
relationship with some elements of 
the US charn-of-command was not 
always easy with mistrust and 
suspicion sometimes interfering 
with their operations. This is all too 
frequently a problem for such elite 
forces of most nationalities. The 
last soldier of the Special Forces 
left South Vietnam on March 1, 
1971. 

The Special Forces have always 
operated throughout the US areas 
of responsibility. An early deploy¬ 
ment was to Bad Tolz in Bavaria, in 
the US Zone of the Federal Republic 
of Germany. Other groups operate 
in the Panama Canal Zone. Special 
Forces have long been involved in 
"advising" friendly armies in Asia, 
Africa, and (particularly) Latin 
America. They have thus tended to 
be always just on the edge of the 
limelight occasionally being ex¬ 
posed by the media as, for example, 
recently in Latin America. Never¬ 
theless, they are now very firmly a 
part of the US Army's order of 
battle and likely to remain there for 
a very long time. 


Above: A Group of Special 
Forces soldiers on a training 
exercise. The lead scout is 
carrying a 5.56mm Golf 
Commando, derived from the 
M16 but with a shorter barret 
larger flash suppressor and a 
telescopic butt. Only the Green 
Berets use this gun. 

Organisation 

There are currently seven known 
Special Forces Groups. 5th SFG 
(Airborne); Fort Bragg (Active 
Army}. 7th SFG (Airborne), Fort 
Bragg (Active Army), 10th SFG 
(Airborne); Fort Devens, Mass 
(Active Army). 11th SFG (Airborne); 
Fort Mead, Md (Army Reserve), 
12th SFG (Airborne); Arlington 
Heights, 111 (Army Reserve). 19th 
SFG (Airborne); Sait Lake City, 
Utah (National Guard). 20th SFG 
(Airborne); Birmingham, Ala 
(National Guard). Bn/ 10th SFG 
(Airborne); Bad Tolz, Germany. 
3Bn/7th; Canal Zone, Panama. 

In addition to these it was 
announced by Secretary of Defense 
Weinberger in 1983 that a further 
group headquarters and two Special 
Forces battalions will be raised 
in Fiscal Year 1984. He also 
announced that a new overall 
headquarters—1st Special Opera- 
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Organisation of Special Forces J A Team" 


Commanding Officer: 
Executive Officer: 

Operations Sergeant: 

Heavy Weapons Leader: 
Intelligence Sergeant: 

Light Weapons Leader: 
Medical Specialist: 

Radio Supervisor: 

Engineer Sergeant: 
Assistant Medical Specialist; 
Chief of Research and 
Development: 

Engineer: 


Captain, 
Lieutenant. 
Sergeant (E8), 
Sergeant [E7]. 
Sergeant (E7). 
Sergeant (£7). 
Sergeant (E7), 
Sergeant (E7}. 
Sergeant {E7}, 
Sergeant (EG). 

Sergeant (EG). 
Sergeant (EG). 


NOTE: 

tn the US Army ranks are 
graded from Et (the low¬ 
est) upwards. E5 to E8 
are grades within the rank 
of sergeant \ British equiva¬ 
lents would be approx¬ 
imately: E5/6=corpqrai. 
E7 = sergea n t; ES=staff- 
sergeant). 



tions Command — had recently been 
formed, with the task of consoli 
dating the management of alt SOF 
assets. 

The traditional organisation 
pattern of the Special Forces has 
been based on the Operations 
Detachment A r more popularly 
known as an JJ A Team". This is 12 
strong, as shown in the table. 

Four A Teams are commanded 
by a B Team, commanded by a 
major, with a further 5 officers and 
18 soldiers. A Special Forces com¬ 
pany is commanded by a lieutenant 


Above: Special Forces "A Team" 
coming ashore on a training 
exercise. The main role of the 
Special Forces is the 
development of resistance 
behind enemy lines and a 
12-man "A Team" is capable of 
organising, equipping and 
training a battalion-size guerrilla 
force of 650 men. 

colonel and comprises an admini¬ 
strative detachment, and an Opera¬ 
tions Detachment Type C which is 
made up of three B Teams. 
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t Selection and training 


All officers and soldiers in the 
Special Forces must be airborne 
qualified, and many are also trained 
in free-fall parachuting and/or for 
swimming roles. All soldiers must 
also have at least two special¬ 
isations, eg, engineering. Intelli¬ 
gence, weapons, communications, 
demolitions. Many must also be 
trained in foreign languages. 

The training for the Special 
Forces is both thorough and tough. 
Further, like many Western special 
troops they will frequently attend 
courses with other armies. 

Weapons and equipment 

The US Special Forces are tasked 
to be the repository of knowledge 
on the world's small arms, and they 
are therefore trained on virtually 
every weapon likely to be found on 
operations anywhere in the world. 


Their own personal weapon, how¬ 
ever, is the famed M16A1 rifle (the 
"Armalite") which has survived its 
period of controversy to become a 
very reliable and effective weapon. 

Production of the M16A1 ended 
in 1975, but the US Army's stock 
is, in general, much older; the 
Army has twice put-off procuring 
new rifles, but is now almost 
certain to opt for the improved 
M16A2 and the Special Forces will 
be one of the earliest recipients. 
The M 16A2 does away with the full 
automatic feature which enabled 
riflemen to blaze away using up 
vast amounts of ammunition, in 
favour of a 3-round burst capability. 

A new barrel will make better 
use of the new standardised NATO 
5.56mm round {which is slightly 
longer and heavier than the previous 
US 5.56mm round) and new sights 
will utilise this new capability better. 



giving an effective range out to 
875 yards (800m), Other, more 
esoteric smalt arms are on the 
drawing boards, but will not see 
service until after the year 2000. 

Uniform 

The basic hallmark of the Special 
Forces is the green beret, which 
was given to them by President 
Kennedy, and which has given rise 
to their nickname "the Green 
Berets". The cap-badge of the 
World War II 1st Special Service 
Force was the crossed arrows, 
which had previously belonged to 
the tndian Scouts, which had by 
then been disbanded. Today's 
Special Forces cap-badge combines 
these crossed arrows with a dagger 
which has a more than passing 
similarity to that of the British 
Special Air Service. The motto in 
the scroll surrounding the dagger 


is "De Oppresso Liber" ("Freedom 
from Oppression") which reflects 
their mission. This badge is normally 
set on a shield whose colours vary 
with the groups. A shoulder patch 
depicting the arrows is also worn 
on parade dress. 

As with other special forces the 
basic uniforms are those of the US 
Army, although particular items 
may be added to fit in with a rote. 
The Special Forces are, however 
fairly bigh-visibitity troops and tend 
not to act or dress covertly, leaving 
that to other, and more recently 
formed units. 

Below: Green Berets "A Teem" 
speeding towards their objective 
on board a River Patrol Boat 
(PBR). These water-jet craft 
have a speed of 24 knots and 
were widely used in the Vietnam 
War; some 500 were built. 














UNITED STATES 


Marine Corps 


T he United States Marine Corps 
(USMC) is the world's largest 
elite force. With a strength of some 
194 r OGO men and women in three 
divisions and three air wings with 
416 combat aircraft it is even 
bigger then the total armed forces 
of most countries. Since it was 
raised by order of Congress on 
November 10, 1775, the USMC 
has taken part in every major war 
fought by the USA, as well as in 
numerous "police" actions and 
armed interventions all over the 
world. Its record is impressive and 
battles such as Beffeau Wood, 
Guadalcanal, I wo Jima, Chosin 
Reservoir, and Khe Sanh have 
earned it a special place in military 
history. 

These fine traditions have merged 
to produce an amphibious assault 
force whose maintenance is the 
raison d f e tre for to d ay's corps. 
Further, the evolution of Marine 
aviation units has provided the 
Corps with its own air force 
(something which is a source of 
disagreement with the other ser¬ 
vices). This overall capability 
enables the USMC to claim to be 3 
unique, combined-arms, ground- 
air force with a special competence 
in amphibious warfare. 

The missions assigned to the 
USMC fall into three broad cate¬ 
gories. The principal mission is to 
maintain an amphibious capability 
for use in conjunction with fleet 
operations, including the seizure 
and defence of advanced naval 
bases and the conduct of land 
operations essential to the success¬ 
ful execution of a maritime cam¬ 
paign. In addition, the Corps is 


required to provide security detach¬ 
ments for naval bases and the 
Navy's principal warships. Finally, 
the Corps carries out any additional 
duties placed upon it by the Presi¬ 
dent. 

A major feature of the USMC's 
position in the US defence establish¬ 
ment is unique in # that it is the only 
service to have its basic corps 
structure defined by statutory law. 
The amended National Security 
Act of 1947 tasks the Marine 
Corps with maintaining a regular 
Fleet Marine Force of no less than 
three divisions and three aircraft 
wings, with the additional support 
units necessary. The USMC's very 
powerful lobby in Congress will 
ensure that it stays that way, too. 

Organisation 

Current active-duty strength of the 
USMC is some 194,000 (including 
4,000 women), with some 38,000 
reserves. These are organized into 
four divisions and four aircraft 
wings (three regular and one 
reserve of each), but both organ¬ 
isations are larger than their 
counterparts in the other services. 
This is particularly apparent in the 
division which, with a strength of 
18,000 is some 20 per cent larger 
than a US Army division. 

The basic structure of the Marine 
division is essentially the traditional 
"triangular" model, with three in¬ 
fantry regiments, each of three 
battalions. The new infantry bat¬ 
talion, however, is smaller than 
before, with a headquarters com¬ 
pany, weapons company, and three 
rifle companies, each of the latter 
being 20 per cent smaller than 


Current USMC Deployment 

3rd Marine Division (reinforced) 

1st Marine Air Wing 

Okinawa, but with one brigade 
in Hawaii. 

1st Marine Division (reinforced) 
3rd Marine Air Wing 

Camp Pendleton, Ca. 

Cherry Point, NC. 

2nd Marine Division 

2nd Marine Air Wing 

Camp Lejeune, NC. 

Cherry Point, NC. 

4th Marine Division (reserve) 

4th Marine Air Wing (reserve) 

New Orleans, La. 
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their predecessors. Manpower and 
financial constraints prevented a 
fourth rifle company from being 
formed. Each Marine division has 
an artillery regiment, a tank bat¬ 
talion, an armoured, amphibian 
battalion, a light armoured assault 
battalion, (equipped with the new 
LAV), and other supporting units. 

The standard Marine aircraft 
wing (MAW) has IS to 21 squad¬ 
rons with a total of 286 to 315 ► 


Above: US Marine in standard 
combat uniform. Note the "flak" 
vest and canvas "junglebootS". 
There are some 194,000 men and 
women in the USMC, making it 
one of the largest elite forces, 
and bigger than the total armed 
forces of many nations. Training 
is tough and discipline severe. 
The USMC also has a very strong 
lobby in Congress and a good 
image with the US public. 
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► aircraft, ranging from fighter/ 
attack (F-4, F-IS), through medium 
attack (A-4, A-6, AV-8} and a 
tanker/transport squadron (KC- 
130), to helicopter squadrons 
(AH-1, CH-53, CH-46, UH-1) plus 
supporting squadrons of EW, ob¬ 
servation and reconnaissance air¬ 
craft. 

Weapons and equipment 

The single dominant characteristic 
of Marine tactical doctrine es the 
emphasis on the principle of offen¬ 
sive action, which applies to all 
aspects of the Corps J activities. 
This ethos has a major effect on the 
way the USMC is equipped. Im¬ 
proved M16 rifles are being issued 
as the basic infantry weapon, while 
each squad, 11 strong, will soon 
have the new 5.56mm Squad 
Automatic Weapon (SAW) (M249) 
in each fire team. The battalion 
weapons company will also acquire 
a new heavy machine-gun platoon 
with eight firing teams, each of 
which will man a vehicle equipped 
with a 0,5in HMG and the new 
40mm "machine-gun" {actually, a 
grenade fauncher in all but name}. 
An improved version of the 81mm 


mortar is also about to be issued. 

Changes are atso underway in 
the artillery, aviation and armour 
capabilities of the corps. Three 
target acquisition batteries are 
being fielded over the next two 
years and the current 105mm and 
155mm r towed howitzers will be 
replaced by the new M198 155mm. 
There will also be an increase in the 
number of 155mm SR weapons, 
with five additional batteries being 
acquired over the next four years. 

Marine aviation is being modern¬ 
ised. The controversial F-IS is now 
in service, while the AV-8B version ► 

Above ri ght: M BOA 1 M BTs h ave 
been the mainstay of the USMC 
armoured force for many years 
and will remain till the 1990s. 

Right: USMC gunner using an 
M2 Browning 0.50in (12.7mm) 
heavy machine-gun mounted on 
a tank-landing craft. 

Below: USMC reconnaissance 
group hurry ashore with their in¬ 
flatable boat. Such groups would 
usually land under cover of 
darkness. 
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► of the Harrier will reach squadrons 
in 1985. Two squadrons of CH- 
53Es, with a lift capacity of 16 
tons, became operational in 1983. 
Unlike the Army, the USMC intends 
to keep its M60A1 IVIBTs in service 
until at least the end of the decade, 
but has ordered the Light Armored 
Vehicle (LAV) for use in the Light 
Armoured Assault Battalions 
(LAAB); there will be 145 LAVs in 
each LAAB with a total of 744 
being purchased by the Corps. 

Selection and training 

Alt members of the US Armed 
Forces are now volunteers, and 
those for the USMC enlist direct 
into the Corps. Recruits go straight 
to one of the two training depots, 
at San Diego, Ca r and Parris Island, 


SC, where they undergo the famous 
11-week "boot camp". This is an 
experience which all who undergo 
thoroughly appreciate once they 
have finished it, but that does not 
imply that anything would make 
them do it again! 

Surprisingly, despite its size, the 
USMC does not have its own 
officer academy, although some 
are accepted from the Navy aca¬ 
demy at Annapolis. The main 
source of officers is through the 
Naval ROTC, Officers Candidate 
School (OCS) or the Platoon 
Leaders Class, All officer candidates 
(including those from Annapolis) 
must undergo a rigorous selection 
and training course at Quantico, 
before being accepted for a com¬ 
mission. 


The Mayaguez Incident May 121975 


On May 12, 1975 a US ship, theSS 
Mayaguez, was seized by Cam¬ 
bodian gunboats in the Guff of 
Thailand, 6 1 /? miles off the island of 
Poulo WaL The radio operator 
managed to transmit a message for 
help. President Gerafd Ford quickly 
authorised firm action and on May 
14 a 230-strong USJV1C group was 
flown from Okinawa to the USAF 
base at U-Tapao in south-east 
Thailand, which was some 223 
miles (359km) from Kob Tang 
Island. The marines' transport to 
the operational area was to be 
provided by 14 USAF helicopters: 
seven HH-53 (code Jolly Greens, 
JG) and seven CH-53 (code Knife, 
K), although not all were available 
at the start of the operation. Both 
types were armed and protected 
with armour plate, but only the 
Jolly Green version could be re¬ 
fuelled in flight. 

The nearest US Navy ship was 
the frigate USS Harold E Holt, 
which was fortuitously in the area, 
with the frigate USS Henry B 
Wilson and the fleet carrier USS 
Coral Sea steaming at flank speed 
from the north east heading for 
the scene of the action. 

The US forces knew that the 
Mayaguez was anchored U/ 2 miles 
(2.4km) north of Koh Tang island, 
but the whereabouts of the crew 


was u ncerta i n. The plan was, there¬ 
fore, somewhat open-ended: 

Three helicopters would take 
some marines to the USS Holt to 
form a boarding party to retake 
the Mayaguez . 

Eight helicopters would land a 
first-wave of marines at dawn on 
the northern beaches of Koh 
Tang to establish a base. 

The second wave would then be 
flown to Koh Tang. 

A third wave would be in reserve 
to exploit the tactical situation as 
it developed. 

The battle 

About 0645 (H-hour) two CH-53s 
-Knife 21 (K21) and K22-flew 
into West Beach, but as marines 
streamed over the lowered landing- 
ramp of K21 devastating fire was 
brought to bear at short range 
from enemy rifles, rockets and 
mortars. Surprise was total and 
one of K2 Vs engines was damaged. 
Having offloaded its passengers, 
K21 flew off but had to be ditched a 
mile offshore. On the arrival of K32 
and Jolly Green 41 (JG41), K22 
headed back into the beach to land 
its marines; it was under fire the 
whole way in and suffered many 
hits, one of which caused a major 
fuel leak. Unable to land, K22 
struggled to the mainland where it 
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Marine Air Wing 


Aircraft Type 

Function 

Squadrons 

Number of 
Aircraft 

F-4, F-18 

Rghter/Attack 

4 

48 

A-4, AV-8A/B/C 

Light Attack 

2-3 

38-57 

A-6 

Medium Attack 

1-2 

10-20 

KC-130 

Tanker/Transport 

1 

12 

EA-6B 

Electronic Warfare 

1 

4 

RF-4 

Reconnaissance 

1 

7 

TAG-A 

Tactical Air Control' 
Airborne 

1 

10 

0V-10 

Observation 

1 

12 

AH-1 

Attack helicopter 

1 

24 

CH-53, CH-46 

Transport/Utility 

9 

120 

UH-1 

Light Transport 

6-7 

131 

Totals 


28-31 

416-445 


A single Marine Air Wing has more tacticai airpower than most national air 
forces, and the USMC has three active and another reserve MAWs! 


made an emergency landing on the 
beach. 

K32, fully loaded with pass¬ 
engers, dumped fuel before rescu¬ 
ing 3 of the 4 crew of the ditched 
K21 and then, accompanied by 
JG41, it flew to West Beach. 
Despite receiving 75 hits, including 
at least one from a rocket, K32 
managed to (and and offload its 
passengers, and then, with a 

Below: May 15, 1975. A Marine 
and USAF pararescueman run to 
a USAF HH-53 helicopter during 
the Koh Tang operation. The 
refuelling capability was vital. 


seriously wounded crewman, a 
wounded marine and the survivors 
of K21, returned to U-Tapao. JG41 
was prevented from landing by the 
intense fire and eventually had to 
leave for an air-to-air refuelling from 
an HC-130P. 

Events on East Beach followed a 
similar pattern, with K23 and K31 
conning under heavy fire as they 
were about to touch down. K23 
was hit in the rotor system and 
engines, and the pilot slammed it 
into the beach, ordering all 20 
marines aboard to abandon the 
aircraft. K31 was also seriously 
damaged and the captain ditched ► 
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► in the shallows; of the 26 on board 
IB survived and escaped, but of 
these four were killed and one 
other died later. The survivors from 
K31 swam out to sea where all 
were subsequently rescued. 

At sea the USS Holt had found 
the Mayaguez , but discovered that 
she was deserted. Thus, by H+1 
hour the ship had been retaken 
(but without her crew), there were 
25 men on East Beach (survivors 
from K23), 29 on West Beach, 13 
were swimming out to sea, and of 
the 5 helicopters so far involved 3 
had been destroyed, one ditched 
on the mainland and the fifth badly 
damaged. 

Next to approach West Beach 
were J G 42 and J G43 on their first 
run in, and JG41 returning from 
refuelling, JG41 was driven off 
with more hits, and then JG42 and 
JG43 were also forced back. JG43 
flew down the coast and landed its 
29 marines (including the CO) on a 
tiny LZ 875 yards (800m) to the 
south, although this proved of 
dubious value as they took many 
hours to fight their way back to join 
the main body. JG42, meanwhile, 
managed to land its marines on 
West Beach, but suffered heavy 
damage and had to return to 
U-Tapao escorted by JG43, JG41 
then tried yet again to land its 
marines, but eventually had to go 
for yet another refuelling. 

At about 0800 hours three more 
helicopters became available, but 
JG13 was immediately damaged 
trying to extract the 25 survivors 
of K23 from East Beach, and had 
to go back to U-Tapao. On West 
Beach JG41 had direct support 
from a C-130 Spectre gunship, 
including fire from a 105mm can¬ 
non, With this assistance the pilot 
brought JG41 in to land but came 
under mortar fire (including one 
bomb which passed through the 
rotor disc) and he flew off to refuel 
again with five passengers still 
aboard. He had been airborne for 
eight hours and was ordered back 
to base where his aircraft was 
grounded due to the extensive 
damage. 

It was at this point that a local 
fishing boat returned the missing 
crew of the Mayaguez to the frigate 


USS Wilson, having brought them 
from another island near the main¬ 
land, The Americans' aim then 
changed at once to retrieving the 
marines from Kob Tang, but this 
was easier said than done. The five 
remaining helicopters now ap¬ 
proached Koh Tang with rein¬ 
forcements, K52 tried to land but 
was hit repeatedly and her fuel 
tanks holed; since Knifes lacked 
an air-to-air refuelling capability 
the pilot had to return to the main¬ 
land. 

On West Beach K51 and JG43. 
despite heavy fire, delivered their 
passengers, and K51 was even able 
to extract five badly wounded 
marines. JG43, still undamaged, 
met up with a circling HC-13GP to 
take on yet more fuel. The second 
pair of helicopters (JG11, JG12) 
also succeeded in putting their 
marines ashore; JG12 took casual¬ 
ties aboard and departed for the 
mainland, while JG11 flew to the 
tanker, topped-up and returned at 
once to Koh Tang. 

Meanwhile, the CO and his 29 
men reached the West Beach main 
position, having fought hard all the 
way up, and with many captured 
weapons to prove it. Thus, at noon 
there were 222 men ashore, 197 
on the West Beach, but with 25 
still marooned on the East Beach. 
The larger force had managed to 
penetrate as far as a clearing 
half-way across the "Neck", but 
the Cambodians prevented any 
further progress. Another heli¬ 
copter rescue was tried at about 
1430 hours, following heavy bom¬ 
bardment and a CS gas attack 
[which failed due to contrary 
winds). JG43 was first in, but 
came under heavy fire and with 
heavy damage and several casual¬ 
ties was forced to limp off to the 
USS Cora / Sea, by now some 70 
miles (113km) away, JG 11 then 
flew in, supported by fire from 
JG 12, K51 and the USS Wilson 1 s 
long-boat armed with two MGs. All 
25 USMC and USAF men {heli¬ 
copter crew) on the beach were 
ta ken off and flown to th e Corel Sea 
and the focus of attention shifted 
to West Beach. 

With darkness fall i ng K51 went i n 
underfire and rescued a full load of 
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Above: The assault force was 
flown from Thailand. Two heli¬ 
copters were shot down (1 r 2) 
and their crews pinned down (6). 

marines. JG43 then took on board 
54 men, and both flew off to the 
Cora/ Sea. JG44 then went in, 
loaded up and took off, leaving 73 
marines in a 50-yard (46m) peri¬ 
meter on the beach, and under 
intense fire, JG44's pilot decided 
that the situation was so acute that 
he could save the 20 minute trip to 
the Coral Sea by landing his 
passengers on the USS Holt. With 
a crewman hanging out the door 
giving directions he got one main- 


Other landings on West Beach 
reached the clearings (3,4). 

AC-130 dropped a 15,0001b 
bomb (5) with no effect, 

wheel on the corner of the flight- 
deck with only two feet (0.6m) of 
clearance for the rotor disc. He 
then returned to the beach, took 
off another load of marines but 
due to engine power loss was 
forced to fly to the Cora! Sea . 

K51 returned quickly for the 
29 marines remaining ashore. With 
27 marines aboard a crewman had 
to run up the beach to grab the 
last two who were still giving cover¬ 
ing fire at the jungle's edge. 
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UNITED STATES NAVY 

SEALS and UDTs 


T he United States Navy Amphi¬ 
bious Forces include two types of 
special forces: Underwater Demo¬ 
lition Teams (UDT) and Sea-Air-Land 
(SEAL) teams. UDTs are the older 
organisation, having been raised in 
World War II. They perform tra¬ 
ditional beach reconnaissance 
missions and are trained to destroy 
specific targets in the coastal area 
such as roads and bridges. They 
also carry out, as their name 
suggests, underwater demolitions, 
and their dirties have atso embraced 
the recovery of astronauts and 
space craft in the Mercury, Gemini 
and Apollo programmes. 

All potential members of SEAL 
teams come from the ranks of the 
UDTs, and they receive extra train¬ 
ing to prepare them for their new 
tasks. Their training differs primarily 
in that they are expected to op¬ 
erate with little support and in 
restricted waters, or on land in a 


combat environment where they 
may become involved in encounters 
with enemy forces. 

To fulfil their mission SEALs may 
be carried to near the shoreline by 
a submarine, and leave it either on 
the surface or while submerged. 
They are also trained paratroops 
and could reach their operational 
area from land or carrier-based 
aircraft. Finally, of course, they 
could arrive by surface vessel. ► 

Right: Member of a US Navy 
Underwater Demolition Team 
(UDTJ. UDTs date from World 
War II and are trained for beach 
recce and coastal operations. 

Below: SEAL team on a beach re¬ 
connaissance in 1983. Nearest 
man is carrying the Stoner Mark 
23 Commando MG, a weapon 
unique to the SEALs; a 5,56mm 
weapon, it is also known as M63. 
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UNITED STATES MAVY/SEALs & UDTs 



► Organisation 

US Navy regular special forces 
(there are more in the reserve) are 
controlled by Naval Special War¬ 
fare Groups (NAVSPECWARGRU), 
NAVSPECWARGRU 1 is based at 
the Naval Amphibious Base at 
Coronado, San Diego, California. 
Under its command are SEAL 
Team One r UDTs 11 and 12, 
Special Boat Squadron One (com¬ 
posed of Special Boat Units IT 12 
and 13) and Swimmer Delivery 
Vehicle (SDV) Team One. It also 
has administrative responsibility 
for Naval Special Warfare Unit 
One, located at Subic Bay in the 
Philippines. NAVSPECWARGRU 2 
is at Little Creek, Norfolk, Virginia, 
with a similar composition, includ¬ 
ing SEAL Team Two and UDTs 21 
and 22. 

SEAL Teams each comprise 27 
officers and 156 enlisted men, and 
UDTs 15 officers and 111 enlisted 
men. The SEAL Team is divided 
into five platoons, each of which is 
capable of self-contained op¬ 
erations. 

Selection and training 

Volunteers for UDTs must undergo 
a gruelling 24-week course. Train¬ 
ing starts with four weeks of 
toughening runs, calisthenics and 
other physical preparation. Next 
comes several weeks of classroom 
work, exercises, open-sea swims, 
demolition work and recon- ► 


Above: SEAL team with an 
amazing variety of weapons, in¬ 
cluding Stoner Mark 23 Com¬ 
mando MGs and M16A1 rifles, 
both 5.56mm calibre. 

Right: Members of UDT-21 on a 
swimmer delivery vehicle (SDV), 
UDT men must qualify in under¬ 
water swimming and combat 
land operations and parachuting. 

Below: Deep-Sea Rescue 
Vehicle-1 (DSRV-1) on a low- 
loader. This 32 ton vessel rs de¬ 
signed for rescue, but could well 
also have a combat capability 
with UDTs. 
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UNITED STATES NAVY/SEALs & UDTs 

► naissance training. There is a 
one-week segment for escape-and- 
evasion, survival and land navigation 
training, followed by three weeks 
of airborne training and then under¬ 
water swimmer school. 

SEALs take this training a stage 
further, and must also qualify in 
foreign languages, high altitude-low 
opening (HALO) parachute tech¬ 
niques. They also study the vagaries 
of unconventional warfare. 

For their special skills and the 
hazardous nature of their duties 
UDT and SEAL personnel are paid 
extra. Officers receive S110 per 
month parachuting pay and a 
further S110 for demolition work. 
Enlisted men receive $55 for each 
of these tasks. 

Weapons and equipment 

The SEALs have in the past taken 
their own line on weaponry. In 
Vietnam they carried the Stoner 
M63A1 5.56mm machine-gun, an 
idiosyncratic weapon which needed 
extremely careful maintenance to 
work at its best; but at its best it 
was very good indeed. 

Modern SEAL weapons include 
the US Navy Model 22 Type 0 
9mm silenced pistol, developed by 


Smith and Wesson specially for the 
SEALs. Constructed throughout 
of stainless steel to prevent rust in 
the salt-water environment, the 
pistol is nicknamed the "Hush- 
Puppy", from its designed role of 
kilting guard dogs. 

Uniforms 

There is no special uniform for UDT 
and SEAL personnel; they wear 
standard naval uniform with their 
own insignia, comparable to that of 
the naval air arm and submariners. 
On operations UDTs wear SCUBA 
gear appropriate to the operational 
environment. SEALs wear combat 
uniform, but tend to wear an 
olive-green scarf as headgear, 
rather than a hat, although the soft 
floppy "jungle-hat" is also seen. 
There is also a camouflaged beret. 

Right: Static line parachute 
training for men of Underwater 
Demolition Team Twelve (UDT- 
12] at Subic Bay, Philippines. 

Below: SEAL member up to his 
waist in mud, but still keeping 
his Stoner 5.56mm weapon clear. 
Only 351b (16kg) with 800 
rounds, it is a popular weapon. 













































































































































































































































VIETNAMESE PEOPLE'S LIBERATION ARMY 


Vietnamese Death Volunteers 


"The Vietnamese People's Liberation 

I Army (VPLA) has been at war 
without a break since it was 
founded on December 22, 1944, 
by a then unknown history pro¬ 
fessor, Vo Nguyen Giap. This army 
has fought against the French, the 
United States and China, and has 
made its political masters the rulers 
of atl indo-China, as well as Laos 
and Kampuchea. !n its campaign 
the VPLA may have lost battles, 
but it has never lost a war. Whatever 
else its opponents may have said 
against them, nobody has ever 
accused the soldiers of the VPLA 
of a fack of courage. But out¬ 
standing among this company are 
the "Death Volunteers" who put 
themselves forward to carry out 
the most foolhardy actions, with 
the almost certain prospect of 
death, in order to demonstrate 
their loyalty and devotion to the 
Party. 

The idea seems to have started 
about 1951 at a time when the 
VPLA was reorganising itself for 
major unit warfare against the 
French. Some battalions appre¬ 
ciated that it would be of value to 
have small groups of volunteers to 
carry out the most dangerous 
missions, and to lead the main 
attacks. The groups were formed 
and usually given the best equip¬ 
ment, such as the latest captured 
US sub-machine guns. In other 
armies a euphemistic title such as 
"commando" might have been 
used, but the VPLA, in its usual 
direct way, chose their very pre¬ 
cisely descriptive designation. 

Dien Bien Phu 

The Death Volunteers made their 
presence felt in many battles against 
the French, but it was at the Battle 
of Dien Bien Phu (March 14-May 
S, 1954] that they realty made 
their mark. Platoons of these men 
blew gaps in the barbed-wire 
defences with plastic charges, and 
died in large numbers under the 
withering French fire. 

Lest it be thought that these 
were merely ordinary line infantry¬ 
men of the VPLA, an extraordinary 


and well-documented example 
occurred on the evening of Satur¬ 
day May 1, at the French position 
known as Eliane. Sergeant Kubiak 
of the Foreign Legion was on 
watch when he observed a ghostly 
figure, all in white, walking towards 
him through "no-man's land". A 
legionnaire brought the figure into 
the French position; he turned out 
to be a VPLA soldier swathed in a 
French white silk parachute, and 
he offered no resistance. Fortu¬ 
nately, Sergeant Kubiak recognised 
him for what be was and knocked 
him to the ground—the visitor was 
a Death Volunteer and under the 
parachute he had strapped to him 
some 50Jb (23kg) of explosives 
which he was planning to detonate 
once he had got into the bunker. 
Fie was, in effect, a human bomb. 

In the Second Indochina war 
such Death Volunteers appeared 
again, leading "forlorn hopes" or 
acting as rear-guards to protect 
withdrawing VPLA units. Numerous 
examples occurred of the latter, 
and to ensure that they did not 
falter in their self-imposed duty 
they often had themselves chained 
or roped to a tree in such a position 
that the enemy had to deal with 
them before going on. Such men 
are in the same tradition as the 
Japanese kamikaze pilots and the 
anonymous Arabs who drove lorries 
loaded with explosive into the US 
Marine and French positions in 
Beirut in 1983. 

The concept of such coldly cal¬ 
culated and deliberate death is one 
which appears in only a few nations. 
Many elite forces appreciate that 
they will be at the forefront in the 
battle, but trust in superb training, 
self-discipline and initiative to get 
them through. Death is accepted 
as a risk, but is not greeted in quite 
this way such behaviour helps make 
the VPLA one of the most feared 
armies in all of Asia. 

Right: This "death volunteer" of 
the Vietnamese People's Libera¬ 
tion Army has chained himself to 
a tree and will die resisting the 
enemy's advance. 
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WEST GERMANY 

GSG 9 


\A/ hen tefTOrjst groups began 
V V operating extensively in 
Europe in the late 1960s the West 
Germans were very reluctant to be 
seen to form a dedicated anti¬ 
terrorist squad for fear of reviving 
memories of the Nazi regime. Such 
considerations were taken even 
further at the 1972 Munich Olym¬ 
pics where security was kept 
deliberately low-key in an attempt 
to promote a "pacific" image of the 
new Germany, Sadly, the West 
Germans were taught a dreadful 
lesson by the Black September 
terrorists who killed two members 
of the Israeli Olympic team and 
took nine others hostage. The 
West Germans staggered from 
crisis to crisis in their attempts to 
solve the problem, but it ended in 
tragedy when the nine hostages 
and the terrorists died together in a 
spectacular "shoot-out" at the 
Furstenfeldbruck military airfield. 

Determined to avoid a further 
national humiliation, the West Ger¬ 
mans created a totally new anti- 
terrorist group, but as part of the 
Buncfesgrenzschutz (the Federal 
Border Police), and designated it 
Grenzschutzgruppe 9 (GSG 9). 
This unit proved itself at Mogadishu 
in Somalia when a team of 27 men 
assaulted a hijacked Lufthansa 
airliner and released the 100-odd 
hostages. Since then there have 
been no overt GSG 9 operations, 
although there have been rumours 
of clandestine successes. 


Organisation 

Unlike virtually all other elite anti¬ 
terrorist units, GSG 9 is firmly a 
police unit coming under the 
direction of the Federal Ministry of 
the Interior. It comprises a small 
HQ, four assault troops and a num¬ 
ber of specialist sections, Current 
CO is Uwe Dee. TJie unit was ISO 
strong at the time of Mogadishu 
and as a result of that operation it 
was decided to increase it to 300, 
but recruiting difficulties keep 
strength at about 160 to 200, 
Nothing has been released of its 
internal organisation. 

Selection and training 

All members of GSG 9 must be 
volunteers from the ranks of the 
Bundesgrenzschutz , andthusany 
soidier in the Bundeswehr who 
wishes to join the unit must leave 
the Army and join the Border 
Police first. The training course is 
22 weeks long and is dedicated to 
anti-terrorism. The first 13 weeks 
are devoted to police duties, legai 
matters, weapons skills and karate; ► 

Right: Counter-terrorist 
commando of West Germany's 
GSG 9, the elite unit of the 
Federal Border Police Force. 

Below: The Border Police have 
their own aircraft to work with 
GSG 9. This Bell UH-1D is 
climbing away after dropping 
four men on an exercise. 
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WEST GERMANY/GSG 9 



Above; GSG 9 men practising 
entry to a railway carriage. 
Dutch security forces have had 
to deal with several incidents 
involving trains, although there 
have been none so far in West 
Germany. 

► training takes place in a variety of 
locations as befits a unit which 
does not necessarily know in 
advance where it will be committed. 
The second part of the course 
comprises a detailed examination 
of terrorist movements combined 
with a final development of indi¬ 
vidual skills. Failure rate on the 
course is about 80 per cent There 
is a stronger emphasis on academic 
work than in most such counter¬ 
terrorist units. 


Mogadishu Rescue octot 

The Red Army Faction, a hitherto 
unknown terrorist group, kidnapped 
Hans-Martin Sehleyer, a leading 
West German businessman, on 
Septembers, 1977. The terrorists 
demanded the release of 11 con¬ 
victed terrorist comrades being 
held in West German jails, who 
were to be taken to Frankfurt 
Airport, and from there permitted 
to fly to "a country of their choice". 
West German Government nego¬ 
tiators could find no country willing 
to admit the terrorists and the 
crisis dragged on for over a month. 


Weapons and equipment 

The basic weapon is the standard 
police sub-machine gun — the 
Ffeckler and Koch MP 9mm—but 
when used by GSG 9 it is fitted 
with a silencer. Ail men carry 
pistols and are allowed to select 
their own model, a rare degree of 
choice in such units. Most unusual 
of the weapons is the Heckler and 
Koch PSP 9mm P7 pistol which 
features a uniquq cocking device 
operated by gripping the gunframe 
—release it and the gun is totally 
safe! 

Uniforms 

GSG 9 wears standard Bundes- 
grenzschutz uniform — a green 
battledress with green beret On 
operations the standard West Ger¬ 
man paratrooper helmet is worn, 
together with a flak jacket where 
necessary. No special unit identifi¬ 
cation is worn, although the wear¬ 
ing of a parachute qualification 
badge by a policeman may be an 
indication of his role. 

Above right: GSG 9 men, their 
faces obscured for security 
reasons, practise entry to a 
building. They are armed with 
9mm Heckler and Koch MP 5 
submachine guns. 

Right: A training session for 
GSG 9. A special problem for 
such specialised units is the 
maintenance of morale and 
enthusiasm during long periods 
of training and rare action. 


1977 

Then, at 1200 hours on October 
13, a Frenc h radar operator saw on 
his screen a Lufthansa airliner 
suddenly change course. The air¬ 
craft captain, Jurgen Schumann, 
announced over the radio that his 
airliner, a Boeing 737 Lufthansa 
Flight LH 181, en route from Pa lam 
in the Balearic Islands to Germany 
had been hijacked by terrorists 
over the French Mediterranean 
coast. On board the aircraft were 
five aircrew (two pilots, three 
stewardesses), 86 passengers and 
four terrorists, two of them women. 
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The leader called himself "Captain 
Mahmoud", subsequently identified 
as a notorious international terror¬ 
ist, Zohair Youssef Akache. He 
ordered Schumann to fly to 
Fiucimino Airport in Rome, where 
the airliner was refuelled. 

From Rome, the airliner set off 
eastwards and landed at Larnaca 
in Cyprus at 2038. Here, "Mah¬ 
moud" demanded that the aircraft 
be refuelled again, or he would 
blow it up, the first of many such 
threats to use explosives. After 
refuelling the airliner took off 


again and overflew various Middle 
East countries. Permission to land 
at Beirut was denied and the run¬ 
ways were blocked, so it was taken 
on to Bahrein in the Persian Gulf 
where the same thing happened. St 
was flown onto Dubai where, 
despite being refused permission to 
land, the crew were forced to do so 
for lack of fuel. 

At one point at Dubai the airliner 
lost power and the temperature 
inside rose to over 120°F (49°C); 
many of the passengers, some of 
them quite elderly, became very ► 
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WEST GERMANY/GSG-9 

► distressed. While here the crew 
managed surreptitiously to signal 
that there were four hijackers to 
the local authorities. 

Then, on Sunday October 16, 
the airliner suddenly took off, only 
40 minutes before the first deadline 
for blowing it up. It was refused 
permission to land in Oman and 
arrived over Aden airport with 
sufficient fuel for another ten 
minuted flying; despite the warnings 
of air traffic control. Captain Schu¬ 
mann brought it down safely on 
the taxi track. 

By now conditions inside the 
aircraft were very bad, and "Mah¬ 
moud" was acting in an increasingly 
unpredictable and unstable manner, 
Schumann was allowed to leave 
the airliner to check the under¬ 
carriage and disappeared for a few 
minutes. When he returned he was 
taken to the first-class cabin and 
made to kneel on the floor; "Mah¬ 
moud" then shot him in the head, 
killing him instantly. 

The next morning the co-pilot, 
Jurgen Vie ton took off and flew the 
airliner to Mogadishu, the capital 
of Somalia. There the German 
Government spokesmen contacted 
the hijackers and said that they 
were prepared to release the 11 
prisoners held in jail and fly them to 


Mogadishu; "Mahmoud" post¬ 
poned his deadline to 0245 hours 
the next morning (October 18). 

The rescue 

The West German crisis committee 
had already been dealing with the 
Schleyer kidnapping when the Luft¬ 
hansa jet was hijacked and they 
simply switched from one problem 
to the other. A 30-strong contingent 
from GSG 9 wasjn the air within 
hours of the hijacking and arrived 
in Cyprus just as the Boeing 737 
was taking off. Following a brief 
discussion with the Cypriot police 
the GSG 9 aircraft took off again 
and returned, via Ankara, to Frank¬ 
furt. Meanwbilte, a second aircraft 
containing Hans-Jurgen Wisch- 
newski. West German Minister of 
State, psychologist Wolfgang Sal- 
ewski, and another 30-strong group 
from GSG 9 led by their commander 
Ulrich Wegener had left West 
Germany and gone to Dubai. From 
there they went to Mogadishu, 
where they were given permission 
to land. 

Below; The triumphant return of 
GSG 9 men from their operation 
in Mogadishu, which did much 
to restore German pride after 
the Munich debacle. 
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Right: On October 13 Flight 
LH181 from Palma (A) was 
hijacked and flown via Rome (B) 
Cyprus {CJ, Bahrein {D), Dubai 
(EJ and Aden (F> to Mogadishu 
The GSG 9 rescuers (blue) 
caught up with their quarry at 
Mogadishu, 


In Mogadishu Wischnewskl took 
over discussions with the hijackers, 
and as a 1600 hours deadline 
approached and it was clear that 
Mahmoud would in all probability 
carry out his threat to blow up the 
aircraft, the German Minister said 
that the 11 prisoners would be 
released. Mahmoud gave them 
until 0245 hours the following 
morning to produce the 11 at 
Mogadishu. At 2000 hours the 
first group from GSG 9 who had 
gone to Cyprus and then returned 
to Germany arrived in Mogadishu 
and the briefings began. 

At 0205 hours, just 40 minutes 
before the expiry of the deadline, 
Somali troops lit a fire ahead of the 
aircraft. Two hijackers went to the 
cockpit to try to assess its signifi¬ 
cance. whereupon the tower con¬ 
tacted them by radio and started to 
discuss the conditions of the ex¬ 
change which they said would 
commence in the near future, 
when the aircraft arrived from 
Germany with the released prison¬ 
ers on board. 

At 0207 precisely the emergency 
doors over the aircraft wings were 
blown open and members of the 
rescue party tossed in some "stun 


grenades". The men of GSG 9, 
with two British SAS men lent by 
the British government, had reached 
the plane and climbed onto the 
wings completely undetected; the 
hijackers (and the hostages) were 
taken completely by surprise. 

The men of GSG 9 rushed into 
the aircraft shouting to the hostages 
to keep down on the floor, and 
opened fire on the hijackers, 
Mahmoud was fatally wounded in 
the first few seconds, but managed 
to throw two hand-grenades before 
he died; fortunately they were 
home-made and did no harm. One 
of the women terrorists died also 
and the second man was wounded 
inside the aircraft but died outside 
it a few minutes later. The second 
woman, Suhaila Sayeh, was 
wounded but did not die. Meanwhile 
the passengers were herded off the 
aircraft through the doors and 
emergency exits; none was seriously 
hurt. The operation ended at 0212 
hours and was entirely successful. 
GSG 9 had proved itself and 
received a well-merited heroes r 
welcome when they returned to 
Germany. But three days later the 
body of Hans-Martin Schfeyer was 
found in a car at Mulhouse. 
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